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FROM THE QUARTERDECK
A REPORT FROM COMMODORE
GEOFF EVANS

L

ast month’s Devonport Yacht
Club AGM brought several
changes. I now take on the role of
Commodore, and my thanks go to
Tash Strong, who has done well in
the role, for the last 2 years. Hugh
Pollock steps up as Vice Commodore
and Blair Cliffe is our new Rear
Commodore. Blair is on the other
side of the world with the Navy in
UK, but he is back next month. And
we welcome a new committee, and
as you’ll see below, this is an excellent
team. This photo will also appear in B/W in the new Yearbook. I’ve
included the officer’s roles, and as decided at the AGM, have used
the traditional terms for the Officers.
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HOME OF THE DUDER CUP
Back row: Tim Ridge (Bar Officer), Grant Daniel (Treasurer), Peter Evans
(acting Secretary), Andy Mason (Sailing Master), Rhys Cole, Hugh Maguire,
Emma Cliffe (Social Officer), Mark Clough. Front Row: Hugh Pollock (Vice
Commodore), Geoff Evans (Commodore), Peter Strathdee (President), Tony
Bullard (Clubhouse Captain). Absent: Ken Smith (Site Master); Matt Plowman
(Publicity Manager TBC); Nigel Wilson (Haulage Master), Blair Cliffe (Rear
Commodore); John Turrall (Secretary TBC).
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Maurice Alderwick, the retiring communications manager left us detailed instructions for updating
the new Yearbook, managing the website, and getting the weekly emails out to members and, so far
we are coping. The updated Yearbook is ready and will be with the printers next week and available
at the Skipper’s Briefing at the Clubhouse 11th October, 7pm. The Yearbook will be posted out, with
membership cards to paid up members, soon afterwards. (The Treasurer is keen to get all subscriptions
paid ASAP).
Earlier this month, was my first chance to host the Devonport Yacht Club Past Commodores and Life
Members luncheon. As you will see in the photo below, there were twenty-six of us there. We all enjoyed
a fine meal provided by Platters, our caterer. It was good to see everyone enjoying each other’s company,
and maintaining an interest in the Club, and the fellowship of this honoured group. It’s encouraging to
see them looking so well!

PAST COMMODORES AND LIFE MEMBERS LUNCHEON

From left to right (L = life member, PC = past commodore): Lynette Miller, Peter Parsonson (PC), Kevin
Johnson (PC), Colin Tubbs (L), Grant Daniel, Evelyn Shute, Eva Parsonson, John Ford (PC), Sue Johnson
(PC), Dr Peter Nelson (PC), Anne Leech, Jenny Willis, Chris Leech (PC), Martin Foster (PC), Gary Bendall
(PC), Brenda Bendall, Bob Waddam (PC), Catherine Ford, Mike Stron (PC), Tash Strong (PC), Jane Evans,
Geoff Evans, Janet Foster, Bruce Westbooke (L), Les Smith (L), Keitha Smith.
Readers of Boating New Zealand magazine will have seen a couple of well-known Devonport Yacht
Club members featured in print; Frank Warnock and Chad Thompson. These were good articles, so
well-done team!
Also, in recognition of honourable members of Devonport Yacht Club, some of you may be aware that
Devonport Yacht Club associate member, Garth Briden, was awarded the Bernie Schmidt Plate at the
Auckland Yachting and Boating Association AGM that I attended in September. Garth is recognised
for his services to Auckland yachting, principally being such an amazing race officer for dinghy racing
regattas over the years.
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(Devonport Yacht Club associate member Garth Briden being awarded the Bernie Schmidt Plate)
And on the plate itself, we also noticed Lynton Bates’ name was inscribed as the first recipient (see the
article about Lynton Bates later in this newsletter). Both of these fine gentlemen are regulars down at
Devonport Yacht Club.
In my opinion, the ultimate in ‘armchair yachting’ is to see the progress family and friends are making
(or otherwise) with their offshore voyages. That is possible using the tracking apps on the iPhone, and
checking the weather conditions they’re likely to be experiencing using Windy.com. In the last month it
has been fascinating watching Devonport Yacht Club member Jan Beydals sailing Tumua from Hawaii
and his voyage back to New Zealand. Therefore, on the leg from Hawaii to Marquesas, it was somewhat
surprising to spot him heading way out to the east looking as though he was heading towards Panama!
We called up his partner Jeff and via some emailing discovered that he was actually planning to tack
onto port tack in the next couple of days! I can spot that he’s now arrived in the Marquesas, but the
PredictWind tracking app seems to have now gone on the blink. Meanwhile, our son Gareth is half
way through voyaging from Sydney to Perth, on his boat, Sea Wolf, sailing north about through the
Whitsunday Is, Cape York, Gulf of Carpentaria, etc. He’s currently way up a river in the Kimberleys,
which he says is absolutely stunning. And I’ve also been tracking my brother Howard, who has just
sailed his boat, Sputnik, from the Mediterranean, via the Azores in the Atlantic to Devon in the UK.
The boat will be overwintered in Exeter. This ‘armchair yachting’ is inspiring us to get Renown up to
spec before heading offshore; that is when we can afford to retire!
Another opportunity for ‘armchair yachting’ this month was reading Graeme Kendall’s book, “To The
Ice and Beyond; Sailing Solo Across 32 Oceans and Seaways”. What an amazing trip, and what a good
read! It was an opportunity to further savour the stories he told in his DYC Seatalks back in August.
Last month’s DYC Seatalks speaker was Nick Olson from PredictWind, who explained to us more of
the features of the website and app. And, as you’ll see advertised in this Newsletter, next month’s DYC
Seatalks features Raewyn Peart, discussing ‘Fishing the Gulf: Are we running out of fish?’ She is an
excellent speaker and an authority on the subject. This reminds me that John Duder, ex-President of
Devonport Yacht Club, has been co-opted onto the committee to lead the Club’s sustainability initiative.
We’ve penned an article that appears later in this newsletter, and this will provide more detail.
I expect the Nigel Wilson, Haulage Master, is looking expectantly at the flock of hauled vessels, anxious
that vessels are ready in time for launching.
Best wishes and fair sailing!
Geoff Evans
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NOTICE

BOARD

AHOY, DYC MEMBERS!

Don't miss the DYC
fitting out supper!
Sat 6th October, from 1830 hrs.
Come along to the first social event of the DYC sailing season! Join
us for a pot-luck supper, find out what's happening this season
and meet other members.
Theme: Mediterranean pot-luck: those with surnames from A-L
on desserts, M-L on mains + bring coins for games & raffles.
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Raewyn Peart ‐ Fishing the Gulf: Are we running
out of fish?
Raewyn is author of the coffee table book The Story of the Hauraki Gulf and recently
published Voices from the Sea which describes fisheries management in the Hauraki
Gulf and elsewhere. She will talk about the current state of fish stocks in the Hauraki
Gulf, how they are being managed (or mis‐managed), and what we can do to help
ensure flourishing fish stocks into the future. Copies of the books will be available
for sale after the talk.

SEATALKS Devonport Yacht Club
7.30pm Thursday 25th October 2018
All welcome. The Cclub bar will be open
Return to Contents Index
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Staying overnight
on the boat?
Keep Northland harbours clean
Short stays on the boat
You will need
» A sewage treatment system or holding tank
» To anchor at least 500 metres away from marine farms

Long stays on the boat
You will need
» A sewage treatment system or holding tank
» To empty your holding tank outside of marine pollution limit
or at a sewage pump-out facility
> every 5 days in mooring areas
> every 10 days outside of mooring areas
» Leave the harbour at least every 2 weeks
» If you are in the outer Bay of Islands or outer Whangaroa Harbour
move at least one kilometre every 14 days

Thanks for doing your bit!
For more information
www.nrc.govt.nz/marinepollution
P 0800 002 004 E info@nrc.govt.nz
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www.plattercafe.co.nz

bookings@plattercafe.co.nz
www.facebook.com/platter.cafe
Return to Contents Index
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A NOTABLE YACHT CLUB MEMBER

Lynton Bates, a familiar face at the Club on a Friday night, the first recipient of the
Bernie Schmidt plate for lifelong services to Auckland yachting.

L

ynton Bates has spent a lifetime engaged with sailing and seamanship. He was brought up on the
North Shore and joined Takapuna Boating Club, his first club at age 7 and he’s been a member
there ever since!
He sailed in his father’s Keeler B14 “Tangaroa” and developed a lifelong love of the Gulf and the Gulf
Islands. His first boat was Z196, “Cygnet”, and at that time, if you were racing at Pt Chev., Tamaki or
Northcote, you sailed your “Zeddy” there, raced, then sailed back to Bayswater. He was an (unplaced)
Olympic trialist in the Finns and later sailed a Laser. He also crewed on Lloyd Brookbank’s “Pataki” in
the Squadron Races.
Off-shore, he sailed to Australia with Jim Young to sell a boat at The Sydney Boat Show and he sailed
back from Fiji with Geoff Thorpe (armed with rifles!). He sailed a boat he owned, from the South
Island, in heavy conditions (unable to call into Wellington!)
Lynton was instrumental in founding Waterwise. As a lawyer, on the founding committee, he devised
the constitution and wrote the exam papers. He trained and certified volunteer instructors. He spent
many years teaching and instructing many young people in Waterwise courses at Milford, Waitakere,
Return to Contents Index
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and Manly Sailing Clubs. He obtained sponsorships for the provision of many Optimists, from local
businesses and individuals.
During the school holidays and at weekends, he ran sailing schools for the Takapuna Boating Club for
many years. As a long-term committee member there, he variously served as sailing master, haulage
master, club house captain, and in Flag Officer positions. He was the Club’s Honorary Solicitor for
about 30 years. As Commodore, he was the founding Chairman of the New Zealand Secondary School
Girls Fleet racing regatta and ran the regatta as Chairman for 13 years. This regatta provided girls with
recognition and a clear pathway through to Olympic medals.
Lynton was also part of a NZYF team that escorted young NZ sailors to Fukuoka in Japan, as part of a
three nation (China, Japan, NZ) sailing exchange and helped to host the Chinese and Japanese teams on
their return visits.
Lynton represented the wider interests of yachting in the community. As a lawyer, he took the case
to court opposing the extension of mussel farming at Great Barrier and Coromandel. The mussel
farms restricted access by yachties to safe anchorages and acted as navigation hazards. A settlement
was reached. He attended meetings of the Harbour Board, representing yachting interests at local and
national level. He was, for many years, a rostered member of the Harbour Patrol, under the auspices
of the Harbour Master, involved in rescue work, policing, and general water safety of the Auckland
Harbour.
As Chairman of the Auckland Yachting Association, he fostered the interests of 47 clubs and acted to
include launches in the representation of boating interests. He was the first Chairman of the AYBA
(Auckland Yacht and Boating Association).
Lynton’s career increasingly focused on his ‘sea-going nature’. As a qualified charter boat operator, he
bought the government lighthouse tender vessel, “The Stella”, and used it as a coastal trader, carrying
passengers, vehicles, and goods between Auckland, Great Barrier, and the Gulf islands. He also had
a ‘blue boat’ type ferry, “The Tawa”, which he used to take tourists fishing, or drop locals at various
islands. (It was noted that when we (NZ) were winning the America’s Cup Races, the bookings were
huge – but if we were losing, people cancelled their bookings!). Many a good New Year’s Eve party was
enjoyed aboard.
Lynton has contributed to yachting and boating at every level. He is a member of Yachting NZ, he
remains a member of RNZYS (since 1979), a member of Devonport Yacht Club, Milford Cruising Club
and has been, at times, a member of The Navy Sailing Club, Murrays Bay, Te Atatu, Kawau Island, and
Great Barrier Island Clubs. He has contributed wherever he goes. He was awarded the Bernie Schmidt
plate for lifelong services to Auckland yachting.
Along with many others, he has been the eyes, the ears, the voice and the backbone of yachting,
contributing to the sport and to the community, hands-on, doing the leg work, with his body, heart and
soul – a true man of the sea and of the city.
Sadly, his work has been cut short by a series of strokes over the last 10 years, and he has relinquished
many of his responsibilities, but retaining his love and passion of all things nautical!
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DYC WEONA MEDALLION

D

evonport Yacht Club member Bill Rimmer was recently given a DYC medallion that was found by
a local resident, (see below).

The medallion was found as we renovated
our villa in Victoria Rd in the eighties.
Mike was removing the 1920’s fireplace
from our sitting room and the medallion
was found behind the bricks. We think it
may have been propped against the wall
and fallen behind the mantelpiece, where
it remained until we began to demolish the
fireplace. I have looked after this little piece
of history for the last 40 years and always
meant to pass it on to the yacht club, but life
got busy and things were forgotten. Now
it’s found its way home. I hope some more
details become known about its origins.
						
							Regards,
							Bronwyn (Menhinick)

HANDOVER OF DEVONPORT YACHT
CLUB BURGEE AND CENTENNIAL
BOOK

W

e have recently returned from a UK trip. The apartment where we stayed in Falmouth Cornwall
was in a complex known as Packet Quays, so called because it was the barracks for the crews of
the Packet boats which delivered the mail to the (British) Empire in the 1800s. Packet Quays is next
door to the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club, and as arranged on our trip the previous year, I confirmed the
handover of the Devonport Yacht Club Burgee and Centennial Book. Two days later we completed
the hand over and received in return, the Burgee and History Book of the R.C.Y.C. {1871-2012}. We
celebrated, with the Flags, over a drink and photos were taken.
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THE SORRY STATE OF THE HAURAKI
GULF - HOW DYC COULD HELP

A

t September’s DYC management committee’ meeting, I spoke about the Hauraki Gulf Forum’s report,
which highlights the decline of the Gulf ’s marine ecosystem. The summary of its parallel spatial plan,
Sea Change Tai timu Tai pari, indicates an urgent need to reverse the decline and help to restore bird and
fish life to the levels we recall not so long ago.
The Sea Change summary document identifies several issues relating to recreational boating including:
•
Pollutants; sewage discharges, plastic, and other debris
•

fish stocks, some at critically low levels

•

only 2 % of the Gulf is in marine reserves

The Forum’s achievements, since its inception under the Hauraki Marine Park Act in 2000, have been
significant in data gathering and proposing remedial actions. However, by their frank admission, it has
been weak on communication and overall management, including coordination of iwi inputs. The forum
awaits response from Government to their plea for help, including a focus on the America’s Cup in
2021 and its attendant visitors and other activities, as a key step towards longer term improvement.
The Forum have advised that they would welcome communication, support, and input from the
recreational boating community.
Several groups are already raising environmental awareness and sustainability amongst their members. The
year 2021 happens to be the RNZYS 150th anniversary, and they are taking environmental sustainability
as their 150-year project. This environmental awareness is matched by the Outboard Boating Club, one of
the main fishing bodies. AYBA have protocols under discussion, and Spirit of Adventure Trust is reviewing
and updating its training programme and activities. Other yacht clubs are being contacted.
The Devonport Yacht Club management committee is setting up a small task group to review the sustainability of our Club’s activities, including the Clubhouse, haulage, and racing, and cruising. They have
recommended the concept be publicised through the Newsletter (here we are!) and that a meeting be called
of Club members who are interested in contributing to such a task group.
So, please contact me if you are interested. I will suggest a meeting time and place and circulate a draft
agenda. I look forward to hearing from you.
John Duder
Phone (09) 4453331, Text 0274799742 email jnduder@gmail.com
For further reading here are some links you may like to follow: https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/
article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11761532
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/101850298/hauraki-gulf-marine-life-has-more-than-halved-since1925-report-finds
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/harbourforums/docsstateofgulf/state-gulf-full-report.pdf
Return to Contents Index
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WATCH OUT FOR WHALES

by GBRMPA Media 22 Jun 11:07 AEST

B

y following these responsible practices when you're in the vicinity of whales and dolphins, you're not
only playing a big part in their conservation but you're also providing a safe environment to watch
them.
Report sick, injured, stranded or dead whales or dolphins. Also report if your vessel accidentally strikes a
whale.

When boating around whales
•
Be alert and watch out for whales at all times, particularly during whale 			
		
migration season (May to September)
•
Post a look out to keep an eye out for whales if they are suspected in the 			
		vicinity
•
Do not approach or disturb mothers and calves – never place a boat 			
		
between them
•
Always move in a parallel direction to the whale or dolphin
•
Do not use engine sound or speed to attempt to influence the behaviour 			
		
of a whale
•
When you're leaving an area where whales were present, turn the motor 			
		
on, post a look out, and move off slowly
•
Slow down to minimise the risk of collision where whales have been 			
		sighted
•
Report any boat strikes and reassure your passengers that the relevant 			
		
authorities have been contacted to assist the whale.
When boating around dolphins
•
Do not intentionally drive through a pod of dolphins to try to get them to 			
		
bow-ride – some dolphins don't bow ride, and can become disturbed near boats
•
If you do come across dolphins bow riding, maintain a constant speed 			
		
and direction.
When viewing whales and dolphins
•
Never try to overtake whales or dolphins
•
Avoid making sudden noise, speed or direction changes
•
Be quiet when you are near a whale or dolphin
•
Let the whale or dolphin control the situation – do not try to round up or herd
•
Move away immediately if the whales or dolphins suddenly change behaviour and 		
		
appear agitated.
Behaviours that indicate that boats should move away include:
•
Bumping the vessel
•
Rapid changes in swimming direction or speed
•
Erratic behaviour
•
Escape behaviour such as prolonged deep dives
•
Tail slapping or swishing.
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WELL-MEANING BALLOONS TURN INTO
DEADLY TRASH IN THE WATER
by NOAA Fisheries 15 Jun 21:20 AEST
from www.sail-worldcrusing.com

A Loggerhead turtle hatchling swims alongside latex balloon garbage © Balloons Blow, balloonsblow.org
f you wouldn’t throw a soda can out of your car window, then rethink releasing balloons. While
releasing balloons have come to symbolize hopes, dreams, and good wishes for the future, every
balloon released during celebrations comes down as trash, with grave potential to injure or kill wildlife.

I

Scott Benson, a marine ecologist with NOAA Fisheries’ Southwest Fisheries Science Center, remembers
fishing a balloon out of the ocean off the coast of San Francisco during a leatherback sea turtle research
survey. On the balloon was a phone number. So he called.
“It went to a school in the Oakland area,” Benson said. “I spoke with the teacher who released it and she
was shocked that I had found it 20 to 30 miles off the coast. She told me they would never release balloons again for fear they might end up in the ocean.”
We see balloons everywhere: at memorials, funerals, graduations, birthdays, anniversaries, weddings,
conventions, sporting events, and even car dealerships. It can feel joyful to release them up to the sky,
watching them soar unfettered into the atmosphere where they vanish into the ether. Except they don’t.
Balloons can travel hundreds, sometimes thousands, of miles before landing. In 1998, a balloon released
at the Olympics in Nagano, Japan, landed in Los Angeles just 49 hours later, a distance of approximately
5,300 miles.
In the oceans, balloons are pollution, another source of marine debris. Marine mammals, fish, turtles
and seabirds often eat the floating deflated balloons and end up choking or starving as their bellies fill
up with the plastic and Mylar. Some animals get tangled in the ribbons tied to the balloons, cutting into
their skin, causing infections and, in some cases, slow death.
Sea turtles are at special risk because the balloons’ form, shiny Mylar material, and vibrant colours of
rubber and latex resemble their favourite food – jellyfish – when floating in the water. Balloons may clog
a turtle’s digestive system, leaving the animal to starve to death
Return to Contents Index
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Sea turtles are at special risk from balloon garbage. This juvenile Kemp’s ridley sea turtle had injested a
balloon with an attached ribbon - photo © Blair Witherington, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission
Jeff Seminoff, marine ecologist and leader of the Marine Turtle Ecology and Assessment Program at the
Southwest Fisheries Science Center, has spent much of his life on the ocean researching sea turtles and
doesn’t mince words about his feelings towards balloons.
“I hate them,” he said. “I’ve spent quite a lot of time offshore of central and southern California doing
research on sea turtles and Mylar balloons are ubiquitous. They are the one piece of trash you see more
than anything else.”
The Ocean Conservancy’s annual International Coastal Cleanup supports his observations. Over the last
nine years the Conservancy has conducted a one day “snapshot” of balloon debris during their annual
beach cleanup. From 2008 through 2016, 280,293 balloons were found in the United States, an average
of 31,143 each year.
A recent research study for NOAA›s Marine Debris program found that many people do not understand
that all balloons, even those labeled as “environmentally friendly,” can harm wildlife.
Fortunately, several organizations are uniting to inform the public through campaigns and social media
about the harm balloons can pose to the environment, and to offer alternatives, such as blowing soap
bubbles or tossing flower petals. In Virginia, for instance, a campaign called Joyful Send-off! encourages
wedding planners to consider balloon-free celebrations.
Other educational websites such as Balloons Blow....Don’t Let Them Go, cite the hazards balloons pose
to the environment. Some cities and counties have enacted ordinances against releasing balloons.
“The whole balloon release thing just doesn’t make sense anymore,” said Benson. “We’re just releasing
garbage into the air, harming wildlife, and contributing to ocean pollution.”
Return to Contents Index
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PICTURES FROM THE PAST

T

his article is in the series in which I intend to highlight some of the
early historical photographs from the Archives of the Devonport Yacht Club.

Can you identify the main features and location of these photos?
All answers to the author. However, the answers will be in the next newsletter.
If there are any corrections to my answers please let me know. If you have any photographs that you think
would be of interest to fellow members, then please eMail to me, with details.

I have gone back into the archives and found four wonderful old photographs, of which I know little
about. So if anyone can identify the place and the people, please let me know. Last Month:Photo 1 and Photo 2: Some more images from a Working Bee, and shows the work that was involved in
the building of the Eastern Slipway.
Photo 3: A boat on the slipway at the DYC, and it was the official opening of the Western Slipway. 		
This is the 18’-0” Mullet Boat “Shamrock” owned by Adrien Calliau.
Photo 4: The start of the anchor project. This large anchor (now at the road frontage) was from the 		
Motor Ship “Hudson’s Deep” which was raised from off Bayswater Buoy. Instrumental in its
recovery was Neil Hudson (DYC member).
Chris Leech ED*
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Book Review

HERO OF THE SEA.
Sir Peter Blake’s Mighty Ocean Quests.

By DAVID HILL& PHOEBE MORRIS. hardback, 0.432g,
246mm x 256mm, 32 Pages. colour illustrations.
Published 2018

A

stunning biographical picture book for young readers about
Sir Peter Blake, world-renowned New Zealand yachtsman,
adventurer and environmentalist.
Sir Peter Blake’s life was filled with amazing adventures. During
his 30-year career on the ocean, he sailed around the globe, won
the world’s most famous races and broke records. Even his red
socks became a national sensation. But no matter how many
trophies Peter won, he always knew the survival of our planet was
more important.
This illustrated picture book, by an acclaimed author and illustrator, tells the remarkable
story of a true Kiwi hero. It is the fourth book in their bestselling series about famous New
Zealanders.
Buy a copy of the book Hero of the Sea and receive a pair of official Sir Peter Blake Trust
Red Socks. While stocks and socks, last! (Children Size only!)
NZ$25.00
Kind regards,
Marianne
Boat Books Ltd
22 Westhaven Drive
Westhaven
Auckland 1010
New Zealand
Ph: 09 358 5691
crew@boatbooks.co.nz
www.boatbooks.co.nz
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