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Mon 10 Sept- 
Fri 14 Sept 

Practice External Exams 

Tues 11 Sept Year 9 Swimming (group 1) 

Thurs 13 Sept Snow Academy 
Year 12 PE primary coaching P3  

Fri 14 Sept Year 9 Swimming (group 2) 

Mon 17 Sept- 
Wed 19 Sept 

North Island Secondary Schools Skiing 
Competition 

Tues 18 Sept Year 9 Indoor Rock Climbing (group 1) 

Wed 19 Sept Kyrpton Challenge Waiouru 

Thurs 20 Sept MCAT Exam 

Fri 21 Sept Year 9 Indoor Rock Climbing (group 2) 

Mon 24 Sept- 
Wed 26 Sept 

North Island Secondary Schools 
Snowboarding Competition 

Thurs 27 Sept BOT Meeting 

Fri 28 Sept Sports Breakfast 

Inaugural Ruapehu Secondary Schools Debating Competition 
 
Junior and senior debating teams from 
Taumarunui High School and Ruapehu College 
have battled it out in the Taumarunui Council 
Chambers in the inaugural Ruapehu Secondary 
Schools Debating Competition. 
Ruapehu College emerged as the winners for 
2018 in an event the adjudicators considered 
evenly matched. 
 
The proposition debated by the junior teams was 
“There is no such thing as freedom camping.” 
Both sides presented compelling arguments and 
unique interpretations, touching on points about the costs of freedom camping to both campers and 
ratepayers, counterpointed by the rich experiences offered to both international and New Zealand 
adventurers and families. 
 
The senior teams debated the merits of charging tourists to access sites such as the Tongariro Alpine 
Crossing. While Taumarunui High School expressed concerns about the image New Zealand would present 
internationally should a tax of some sort be levied, Ruapehu College emphasised that something needed to 
be done to support tourism infrastructures to ensure quality experiences for all.  
 
The judging criteria was similar to 
Toastmaster Speech 
competitions based on 50% 
content and 50% delivery. 
Adjudicators were Mayor Don 
Cameron, Jenny Gawith 
Education Manager CKC REAP 
and Anne Mayer and Dick 
Lancaster from Taumarunui 
Toastmasters. 
 
In the judge’s closing remarks, 
Dick Lancaster issued his own 
proposition to the young 
debaters, challenging them to 
consider that one day, they may 
return to the Council Chambers to debate the significant issues of their generation as councillors themselves. 

New BoT Student Representative 
 
Congratulations to Justice-Rose Dennison who is 
the new Ruapehu 
College Board of 
Trustee student 
representative, 
replacing Ashley 
Akapita who has 
just ended her 
year tenure.  
 
Justice-Rose 
comes with many 
skills as she is 
currently on the 
Ruapehu Youth 
Council, a 
position she has 
held for a number 
of years. The Board also wishes to thank Ashley for 
her contributions.  



Exam Preparation 
 
This week is the senior school practice 
examinations at the College and students 
will be working hard towards this. We 
encourage them to develop a study plan 
and to be focused at this important time.  

UCOL performing at the 
College 
 
Hot on the footsteps of an 
excellent production, members 
of Whanganui UCOL performing 
arts group performed at the 
college last Wednesday. It was 
good to see past student Xavier 

Steedman-Wills leading the group with his 
singing. He also mentored students interested 
in performing arts as a future career. Many 
students enjoyed a warm lunchtime in the hall 
listening to the band. 

Junior Snow Day 
 
Junior students enjoyed great weather and 
snow last month taking part in the Year 9 
and 10 snow day. 

Sushi Making 
 
Year 11 students 
had a lesson in 
Japanese cooking 
which included 
sushi making from 
our Japanese 
International 
Student Shizuki 
Okumura.  
 
Students enjoyed 
leaning about 
typical Japanese 
meals. 

Junior Textiles 
 
The juniors made something 
from nothing. Started with 
doodling and then identified 
a shape and created an ugly 
creature soft toy. To support 
the "get rid of the plastic 
shopping bags", they made 
some out of sustainable 
fabric.  

 

Whakatupato Firearms Course 
 
Congratulations to Nash Jordan, James 
Frew, Rory Fredricksen and Connor Gibson 
who sat and passed the health and safety 
part of the certificate which was run at Te 
Paetata last Sunday.  
 
They now need their Mountain Safety 
certificate if they want to apply for their 
firearms licence. Since the new process 
came into force on the first of July, it now 
normally takes about three months just to 
get that certificate. 



Sport 
 
Week 6 
 
Netball-Congratulations to the Ruapehu College Girls netball team who came runners up in their 
Whanganui netball division. They lost against Whanganui High school in the final. They have played very 
well this season and are spending the 
week at the Lower North Island 
tournament in Palmerston North. We 
wish them luck.  
Squash-Our College students featured in 
last week's Ohakune Club Graded 
Champions competitions.   
 
The 2018 Club Champions are Dylan 
Budge (B Grade Men), Scott Fraser (D Grade Men), Nash Jordan (F Grade Men), Sayge Wikohika (E 
Grade Women).  They will represent the club in the Central Region Champion of Champions competition 
next weekend in Levin. 
 
Emma Burnard was Runner Up in the F Grade Womens' competition, and Libby Graham was Runner Up in 
the J Grade Girls'.  It is great to see our young players coming through the grades so 
strongly.  Congratulations 
to you all!! 
 
 
Week 7 
 
Netball- Ruapehu College 
Girl’s netball team 
headed to Palmerston 
North last week to 
participate in the Lower 
North Island Secondary schools tournament. They played in 
group B and being a young side, played against some very 
experienced players and teams. They lost all of their games 
but played with energy and good spirit. Some of the games 
were close.  
 
Coach Miss Bam said that they will grow and learn from this experience 
and will be a much better team next year as a result. Thanks also to 
Sports co-ordinator Miss Shere who attended the week and supported 
the girls.  
 
Results-Nga Tawa 54 vs Ruapehu 4 
Waiopehu Col 30 vs Ruapehu 28 
Awatapu Col 32 vs Ruapehu 24 
Mana Col 29 vs Ruapehu 26 
Upper Hutt 40 vs Ruapehu 18 
St Mary Dio 29 vs Ruapehu 18 
Dannevirke Hugh School 34 vs Ruapehu 15 
 
Squash-Congratulations to Nash Jordan - winner of the Squash Central 
Region F Grade Men's Champion for 2018.  
 
The Champion of Champions Tournament was held in Levin at the 
weekend.  Several of our College students (Scott Fraser, Sayge 
Wikohika, Nash Jordan, with Dylan Budge coaching) were part of the 
Ohakune Squash Club team that took part in the event, and brought 
home the coveted trophy - for the sixth year in a row.  
 
Rugby- Whanganui Rugby Girls Under 18 representative team won 
against Horowhenua/Kapiti 45-17. Ruapehu Colleges Sequoia Sue-
Waara and Paige Pearce play in the rep team. 


