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The 2016 school year is over and Mr Olver’s 
resignation has been a significant event in the life of 
the school.   I would like to acknowledge and thank 
Mr Olver for his leadership since his appointment 
in 2012, and wish him and his wife, Pam, the very 
best with their lives beyond the school.  During 
Mr Olver’s illness and absence I would also like to 
acknowledge Mrs Spooner for her leadership of the 
school during that time, and in addition, all other staff 
who were required to take on an extra work load.

Schools are, in the first instance, places of learning. 
I congratulate all those who made the most of their 
classroom experiences as students, and all staff who 
made the professional commitment to see our young 
people grow and develop.   

There have been a number of highlights during the 
year, most recently the winning of the National Stage 
Challenge.  What is particularly significant about this 
is that the theme ‘29 Below’ (the Pike River Mine 
Disaster) was and still is a contentious one, and the 
production was able to capture key elements of what 
is now an important event in New Zealand’s history.  
What is also significant is that this is not the first time 
that Whanganui High School has been successful in 
this very competitive setting. This success and others 
in the academic field and many sports arenas reflect 
the energy of motivated, capable students and staff.

When Year 13 students arrive at the beginning of their 
final year in the school, for the first time they are able 
to look at those who follow without having anyone 

above them to cloud that view.  On the other hand, 
they are able to look comfortably into the distance and 
contemplate their own futures.  To all those who have 
had formal and informal leadership roles in the school, 
thank you for understanding the need to model what 
a good young man or good young woman would 
and should be.  Schools are dependent upon senior 
students who understand the role they play in 
contributing to sound decision-making across the 
school and ensuring that young people are safe and 
secure in the school environment.

To the support staff who are the glue that joins the 
bricks of Whanganui High School together, we are 
blessed to have such a highly motivated and skilled 
group of administration and property staff who 
allow the day to day activities of the school to run 
smoothly.  Thank you for your loyalty during 2016 
and the extra things you have done beyond what is 
normally required.

To those staff who have now completed their time 
at Whanganui High School, on behalf of all those 
you have taught in 2016 and years past, thank you.  
Being an educator is a special gift and the lessons 
provided exist forever, so we are thankful to you for 
your professional commitment to the young people 
of the city.

On behalf of the School Community, I would like to 
thank Mr Southee, as well as past and recently 
elected Board members for the significant commitment 
they have made to this community.  Governance, in 

Principal’s message  
MR ROSS G BROWN
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TO MR GARRY OLVER

It was with sadness that we said farewell to Mr Olver 
on the last day of Term 3.

When Mr Olver began at WHS in Term 4 of 2012, he 
was extremely proud to be leading one of the best 
coeducational secondary schools in the country.

He brought with him passion and pride, and he wanted 
the School to be the best – we are!

Mr Olver was a great supporter of the events in which 
students were participating, be it sport, culture or 
academic, and he was seen out and about on the 
sideline and in the audience encouraging WHS 
students to do their best in all they attempted. His 
regular visits to Te Atawhai, our special needs unit, 
were a highlight for the staff and students there.

Twice in the time he was here, we had the honour of 
having a student in the country’s academic top ten. 
How proud we all were.

He successfully oversaw us becoming a Confucius 
School, and gaining our Cambridge accreditation. 
Another significant milestone was adding the ‘h’ in 
our School name.

When he arrived, we had started the remodelling of 
D Block and, once this was completed we moved on 
to making E block an innovative learning environment. 

It is now a super teaching space. 2016 saw the 
all-weather surfacing of the courts and this has 
proven to be a wonderful asset.

Mr Olver was an excellent mentor for our Heads of 
School, and his advice, guidance and friendship 
were valued by the students.

His stature gave him a presence around the school 
and both staff and students appreciated his 
supportive, caring, and affable manner.

It is unfortunate that Mr Olver’s ill health has meant 
that he is unable to continue as our Principal. We 
hope his health improves and that he has some 
happy memories of his tenure here.

Mr Olver always championed the School and we are 
indeed his ‘Home of Champions.’

PRINCIPAL OF THE SCHOOL 2012 TO 2016

Our farewell

an ever-changing and accountable world, is never 
easy and I congratulate them on the work they have 
done to date.

At the time of writing, the Board of Trustees was in 
the process of appointing a new Principal.  At the 
time of publication this process will have been 
completed.  I would like to think that the new Principal 
will be accorded the sort of welcome I experienced 
when I arrived in August.  Principal-ship is never 
carried out alone and is an increasingly demanding 
role.  I am sure that the 2017 Principal of Whanganui 
High School will understand the history of the school 
and enhance its future as a leading co-educational 
school in the country.

I would like to thank those responsible for the annual 
production of The Record. The kaleidoscope of school 
images and stories that are captured each year are so 
important to the story of the school.  Thank you, Mr 
and Mrs Coombs, for your efforts to ensure that the 
school’s history is recorded for generations to come.

To conclude, I want to share some words of wisdom 
from the Dalai Lama XIV.  When asked, “What thing 
about humanity surprises you the most?” the Dalai 
Lama answered:  “Man…Because he sacrifices his 
health in order to make money. Then he sacrifices 
money to recuperate his health. And then he is so 
anxious about the future that he does not enjoy the 
present, the result being that he does not live in the 
present or the future; he lives as if he is never going 
to die, and then dies having never really lived.”

School leavers need to heed this message and 
manage their lives to ensure that the very best is 
gained from each decision and each life choice.  
All the very best.

MR ROSS G BROWN
INTERIM PRINCIPAL
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ASsociate
REPORT

As the year 2016 draws to a close, it is an ideal time 
to reflect on what the year has been for us. School is 
a big part of a student’s life and what happens there 
influences much of what they do. A school is a 
reflection of the people in it, and our school is full of 
outstanding people – positive, hardworking and caring, 
all working together to uphold the School’s fine record 
of achievement.

This magazine is a lasting record of the contributions 
students have made and the successes they have 
achieved, be it academic, sporting or cultural. It also 
reflects the tremendous input of the staff who involve 
themselves beyond what might be expected of them, 
and for this they must be thanked. 

Perhaps you have not been featured here – not 
everyone can be – and maybe setting a goal of 
achieving success next year, by getting involved in 
a sport, or production, or taking up the Duke of 
Edinburgh scheme will provide some incentive. Those 
who involve themselves fully in what the school offers 
will be better people and learn too, to give back to 
others when the opportunity presents itself. It is about 
living life to the full – like the School’s motto ‘that we 
might have life.’ Cooperation, hard work, belief in and 
respect for oneself and others are essential elements 
in helping ensure this.

A large majority of students strive to do their very best 
to improve their own standards and maintain the fine 
reputation of the school, and these students are to 
be admired.

To those of you who are leaving – this is a time of 
mixed emotions for you, taking a big step and 
becoming independent. What challenges await you 
beyond the school gate!

I hope the school has helped you become confident 
young men and women, with lots of hopes and dreams 
for your future success and wellbeing. Thank you for 
your contribution to the school – my very best wishes 
to you all.

For those of you returning, enjoy the summer break 
and look forward to 2017 and the opportunities and 
challenges it will bring.

ELIZABETH SPOONER
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL

WHĀIA TE ITI KAHURANGI KIT E 
TŪOHU KOE ME HE MAUNGA TEITEI

PURSUE THAT WHICH IS PRECIOUS,
DO NOT BOW DOWN TO ANYTHING
LESS THAN THE HIGHEST MOUNTAIN

Principal
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After working with the current Year 13 group of students for 3 years, 
one of the most satisfying aspects of my role is to see them reach, even 
surpass, their individual aspirations and goals. I am continually impressed 
with the academic, sporting and cultural prowess that our students reach 
through diligence and persistence. What impresses me the most though, 
is the personal growth that each student has made. This is reflected by 
the lovely young men and women that our Year 13 have become, who will 
be leaving us, and finding their place outside of school. I have no doubt 
that this cohort will collectively contribute to our world, whether it is locally 
or internationally. 
So – highlights.....students creating and leading a Stage Challenge of 
such a high standard that it was judged the best in New Zealand.....
students leading others to excel - in their sports teams, in the multilevel 
performing arts classes, in their prefect teams, in their music groups, and 
their cultural groups. I love that the mentoring that goes on by senior 
students is huge, their actions sometimes as small as a smile or a pat 
on the back. Seeing a senior make a positive difference in a younger 
student’s school life, by making a connection in some way - that makes 
me proud. Watching students grow in their roles as student leaders, 
making great things happen for the benefit of others, like the Year 9 
Wharenui Day, the junior dance, the fabulous school ball, the performing 
arts concert, athletics day.... are all highlights.  
I’m really pleased that form teachers know exactly what each student in 
their form class needs in terms of credits, and I love hearing students 
articulate exactly what units and credits they need to achieve their 
academic goals. 
I hope that you, our current school leavers, take with you the confidence 
that you can contribute in a worthwhile way to whatever communities you 
belong to in the future. You are our future. Embrace it! Good luck Year 
13, 2016 . xxxxxx Ms Todd

NOLA TODD 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

One of the highlights of 2016 has been seeing the leadership 
development of our Year 12 students. With leaders demonstrating 
our LIFE values of Learning, Integrity, Fellowship and Excellence, I am 
very excited about where they will take Whanganui High School in 2017. 
If only the American public had the luxury of candidates with such 
integrity, the Presidential race would look very different!  Fifty-five 
students attended leadership camp at Vertical Horizon, Inglewood. It 
was an exacting combination of physical and mental challenges, and 
students worked in teams to problem solve and demonstrate their 
leadership skills. The camp was part of a comprehensive selection 
process for our 2017 prefects and heads of school. Overall, it has been 
a fantastic year and, combined with their sporting and cultural successes, 
this cohort would receive the mark of Excellence. 

JENNY LANGRISH 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

2016 has had many highlights for me, and has involved being part of 
many extra-curricular trips, sporting and cultural successes. It is really 
satisfying to be part of such an amazing community, getting to share 
experiences and achievements together. Thank you to all of those who 
have been involved and I look forward to continuing with the success 
into 2017. Keep safe and have an enjoyable festive break.

CHRIS FRIEDEL 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

Another year has flown by! An added responsibility which each of the 
Deputy Principals picked up in 2016 and MY highlight must be working 
alongside the incredible Year 9 Deans, Mrs Hardy and Mr Sullenburger, 
with the CLASS OF 2020 and their wonderful form teachers....that is to 
say, the Year 9 intake of this year. 
Our 2016 Year 9 students, as a group, have done themselves proud. 
Their participation in the Athletic Sports in Term 1, the creative banners, 
the participation of individuals as part of NATIONAL WINNERS Stage 
Challenge 2016, heaps of students getting themselves involved in a 
huge range of sports and other activities, robotics, ‘magic’, dance and 
drama productions, Interclass competitions.....what a year!!!     AND     
all the students who have worked so hard in their subjects and will be 
recognised in our end of year prize giving. I have loved visiting lots of 
different classes, talking to heaps and heaps and heaps of Year 9 
students and just being part of an incredible year group.
In 2017, I get to follow these students as they become the ‘Senior’ 
Juniors within Whanganui High School. I know we are all looking forward 
to the summer holidays but I am keen to see what this year group can 
do next year.   
(And a little side highlight.....being at Wembley Park most Saturdays, I 
have seen a lot of our girls’ football teams. Aside from the incredible 1st 
XI, I have been super-impressed with how the other teams have come 
together over the season, with lots of girls playing.)

PAUL TURNER 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

Highlights
of 2016
FROM WHS DEPUTY PRINCIPALS’
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STAFF
THE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Randal Southee (Chairman)

Richard Chapman

Deirdra McMenamin

David MacMillan

Jo Maguire

Panapana Pene

Hayden Potaka

Murray Woodhouse

Lisa Anderson – Staff Representative

Toka Poa – Student Representative

THE ARTS

Mr G Hall & Mr C Hedivan (Joint Heads of Faculty)
Mrs N Campbell (Head of Dance) 
Mrs K Coombs  
Mr G Hall (Head of Art) 
Mr C Hedivan (Head of Drama) 
Mr B Holt  
Mrs S Hildreth (left)
Mrs J Jones (Head of Music) 
Miss A Mala (left)
Ms D Pottinger (left)
Mrs B Rison
Ms C Sleyer (Head of Photography) 
Miss V Thiele  
Ms N Todd  

LANGUAGES

Ms D Ghinda (Head of Faculty/Head of French) 
Mr S Brown (Teacher of Te Reo Maori) 
Mr B Ding (Head of Chinese) 
Ms A Ferretti (Teacher of French/Spanish) 
Miss R Henry (Head of Te Reo Maori) 
Mrs Q Scott (Teacher of Spanish)
Ms B Stuart (Teacher of Spanish) 

TECHNOLOGY

Mr C Adam (Head of Faculty/Head of Fine Furniture 
and Design & Visual Communication) 
Ms K Booth-Richards
Mrs T Burmeister  
Mr C Dunn  
Mrs L Hardcastle (Head of Food Technology) 
Mr G Hardy  
Mrs S Hildreth (left)
Mrs E Hughes  
Mr G Hutchins  
Ms L Gale  
Mr N Glaister   
Mr P Keene  
Mr J Lees (Joint Head of Automotive)
Mr D Martin  
Mr K Morgan  
Ms D Pottinger (left)
Mr N Rankin (Head of Computing) 
Mr B Spencer (Joint Head of Automotive)
Mr J Sullenberger  
Mr D Torrie  
Mr C Turner (Head of Electronics) 
Mr H Wilson  

Principal (Interim)
Mr R Brown

Associate Principal
Mrs E Spooner

Deputy Principal
Mr C Friedel

Deputy Principal
Ms J Langrish

Deputy Principal
Ms N Todd

Deputy Principal
Mr P Turner
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ENGLISH

Mrs V Kasner (Head of Faculty)
Ms J Ander  
Ms L Anderson  
Mr J Berkhout  
Mrs F Butchart-Smyth  
Mr P Chiet  
Mr S Drakefield  
Mr K Hagan  
Ms S Hughes  
Ms J Khalique  
Ms J Love
Ms T Martin  
Mr S Miller  
Mrs C Peak (Head of Classics) 
Mrs M Stevenson 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Miss L Martin (Head of Faculty)
Mr J Barnett (Head of Outdoor Education) 
Ms M Bennetts (Head of Health) 
Mr S Brown  
Mrs T Burmeister  
Mrs K Eggers (on leave) 
Miss A Fairhurst (on leave) 
Mrs C Graham (on leave) 
Mr G Hardy  
Mr A Lock  
Mr W Marr
Mr B Parry  
Mr K Rivers  
Miss M Smaill  
Mr C Smyth  
Mrs L Su’a  
Mr L van der Lubbe  
Mr A Watkins  

MATHEMATICS

Mr C Burgess (Head of Faculty)
Mr C Burrows  
Mr P Coombs  
Mrs J Dunn  
Mrs R Hardy  
Ms R Hermann  
Ms R Kennedy  
Mr N Krishna  
Mr J Leonard  
Mrs C O’Connor  
Mrs H Pedersen  
Mr R Prasad  
Mr C Price  
Mrs E Spooner  
Mr P Turner  
Ms P van der Pol (on leave)

SCIENCE

Mr D Craig (Head of Faculty) 
Ms K Booth-Richards  
Mr T Clitheroe  
Mr M Crook  
Mrs C Davies   
Mrs K Eggers (on leave) 
Ms S Frost (Head of Biology) 
Ms G Glaister  
Mr N Glaister   
Mrs L Su’a  
Mr S Mackrell (Head of Physics) 
Ms A Polglase
Mrs J Standley (left)
Mr J Sullenberger  
Mr I Thomas (Head of Chemistry) 
Ms P van der Pol  (on leave)
Mr A Wrigglesworth 

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Mr B Hunter (Acting Head of Faculty/Head of Geography)
Ms J Ander  
Ms L Anderson  
Mrs S Andrews (left)
Ms E Belton  
Mr J Berkhout  
Mr G Collie  
Ms J de Smidt (Head of History & Psychology) 
Mr C Friedel
Ms N Gifford
Mrs M Greenwood
Mr B Holt  
Mr D Ireton (Head of Economics) 
Mrs J Langrish  
Mr J Shepherd  
Mr A Simmonds (Head of Accounting) 
Mr C Smyth  
Miss B Waldegrave (Head of Social Studies) 

INTERNATIONAL

Ms A Ferretti (Director of International Students) 
Mr M Crook (Dean of International Students) 
Mrs H Schmidt (Homestay Co-ordinator)
Mrs T Hoobin (International Administrator) 
Mrs S Crook (Teacher and Learning Support)
Miss R Cleary (Teacher in charge of ESOL) 
Mrs C Mackay (Teacher of ESOL) 
Mrs C Peak (Teacher of ESOL)
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CAREERS ADVISOR

Mr P Keene

DEANS

Year 9 - Mr J Sullenberger / Mrs R Hardy 
Year 10 - Mr D Torrie (Senior Dean), Mr H 
Wilson, Mrs S Andrews (left), Mrs F Butchart-
Smyth
Year 11 - Mr J Shepherd
Year 12 – Mr J Leonard
Year 13 - Mrs N Campbell 
International – Mr M Crook

GUIDANCE COUNSELLORS

Mrs D Calman
Mrs J McKenzie

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC TUTORS

Mrs M Brooks (Piano)  
Mr M Franklin-Browne (Drums)  
Mr G Herdman (Woodwind)
Mr B Jellyman (Brass)  
Mr F Loveridge (Acoustic, Electric and Bass 
Guitar/Jazz Band)  
Ms E Newton (Violin/Voice)  
Ms N St Pierre (Piano/Flute)

LEARNING CENTRE

Ms G Cansfield (Head of Learning Centre/SENCO) 
Mrs K McKenzie 
Ms T Baxter 
Mrs J Cox   
Mrs R Hamilton-James  
Ms H Manuel  
Mr A Marsters
Mrs S Parker  
Ms A Paul 
Mrs P Prasad 
Ms S Tyler  
Librarians
Mrs S Goldsbury
Mrs L Lamb

SPORTS

Mrs D Howard (Director of Sport) 
Mrs L Murphy (Sports & Coaching Co-ordinator)

OTHER SUPPORT AND ANCILLIARY

Mrs N Kennedy (Bursar) 
Mrs D Morpeth (Bursars Office) 
Mrs S Ashworth (Bursars Office) 
Mrs C Hunter (Main Office) 
Mrs J Newman (Main Office) 
Mrs G Head (Photocopying Services) 
Mrs S Benefield (Principal’s Executive Assistant) 
Mrs L Barr (Student Centre) 
Miss S Harding (Student Centre) 
Mrs R Westwood (Student Centre) 
Ms A Horrocks (Student Centre) 
Mrs K Adam (Alternative Education) 
Mrs L Sharp (Science Technician) 
Ms H Johnston (Science Technician) 
Mr A Gerrie (Computer Technician) 
Mr B Svendsen (Computer Technician) 
Mr S Anderson (Computer Technician) 
Mrs C Cowan-Puru (Kaiawhina - Maori Dept) 
Miss L Simon (Kapahaka Tutor - Maori Dept) 
Ms M Aki (Pasifika Tutor) 
Mrs J Young (Canteen Manager) 
Mrs K Bishop (Canteen) 
Ms B Hurley (Canteen)
Mrs M Kidd (Canteen)
Mrs A Ngatai-Broughton (Maternity Leave) 
Ms D Henderson (Staff Room) 
Mr T Martin (Property Manager) 
Mr G Jones (Property & Automotive Support) 
Mr T Clark (Property) 
Ms E Houltham (Property) 

Mrs C Gibson (Cleaning Services)

STUDY/EXTERNAL STUDIES

Miss H Tilley

TE ATAWHAI (SPECIAL NEEDS)

Mrs W Girven  (Head of Te Atawhai Unit) 
Mrs D Sutherland  
Ms H Mael   
Ms D Parnell   
Ms E Paki   
Mr R Parnell   
Mr G McCullough  

VOCATIONAL STUDIES

Mrs D Howard (Gateway, STAR, Youth Services 
Co-ordinator) 
Miss J Gregory (External Studies Co-ordinator) 
Mr P Reid (Gateway Employment Co-ordinator) 
Miss S Battersby (Teacher Aide/ Administrator) 
Mrs W Jervis (Support Staff)
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HEAD BOY
Coming into Whanganui High School on the first day 
of Year Nine, I doubt that anyone really knows what 
to expect. Walking into the Powhiri and sitting down 
next to a boy I hardly knew, because sitting alone was 
too scary to even consider, I was no exception to this. 
Even at that young age, however, I understood how 
muchmystery these next five years would hold, and 
that these first steps into the school grounds were, 
in fact, the start of a journey like no other. This 
journey would see us grow and learn more than 
ever before, under the guidance of a team of brilliant 
and committed teachers. We started as children, 
and finish as young adults, shaped and defined by 
our time at this school.

The first few weeks of our journey involved a lot of 
getting lost, walking into the wrong class because you 
had not quite grasped the concept of the timetable 
and jumping out of the way of senior students walking 
around the school grounds. One by one, though, we 
all found our place at Whanganui High School, making 
friends that cared for us, who showed their fellowship 
and gave us the strength to carry on through the tough 
times that life threw at us. Our time at high school 
went on, and for so long it seemed that time passed in 
a crawl, the end of high school so very far away. But 
time marches inexorably onwards, and eventually, we 
reached our final year at high school.

Over this year, I have been given the honour of 
representing the school as Head Boy, and the 
greatest privilege afforded me by this role is the 
chance to work alongside our talented and driven 
Prefect team. This team is what makes Whanganui 
High School come alive - from the Social team’s 
formal function to the OpenMics put on by the 
Cultural Prefects and everything in between - their 
efforts deserve gratitude beyond measure.

Now, as my cohort prepares for its final exams, I am 
given the opportunity to look back on my years at 
Whanganui High School. And what I find is that the 
number of changes we have gone through, and the 
number of opportunities we have been given by the 
staff here, is utterly astounding. I now speak a second 
language and call a very special group of people in 
France my family. I work in fields of mathematics and 
science that I did not even know existed a few years 
ago. I have discovered and rediscovered myself again 
and again, learning more about who I am with each 
passing day. I have met countless new people, and 
havethe privilege to now call many of them my friends. 

Yet even more growth, learning and experiences lie 
before each of us, as we prepare to begin tertiary 
education, apprenticeships or enter the workforce. 
I encourage all the students of Whanganui High 
School, of any age, to take every opportunity 
presented to them, and to make the most of their 
time. As for the class of 2016, our whole lives lie 
ahead of us, and we have our time at high school 
to thank for preparing us for it.

CONNOR CRESSWELL

MESSAGE FROM THE
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HEAD GIRL
WHS does exceedingly well academically, without a 
doubt. Annually pupils between 12 and 18 gain 
regional, national and even international recognition 
for their academic contributions to various fields, 
ranging from science and mathematics, to languages, 
drama and music. But to say that WHS is only a place 
for conventional, class-room learning would be a sad 
and untrue characterisation, failing to capture the 
essence of what makes this school the place it is.

As usual, WHS has raised the bar with numerous 
victories in the sporting arena. The opposition fell in 
unprecedented numbers in rowing , athletics, tennis, 
swimming, gymnastics, cross-country, netball, hockey, 
basketball, football and rugby, to name a few. In a 
different type of sporting arena, WHS continued their 
streak by winning the Regional Stage Challenge, with a 
breath-taking and moving interpretation of the events 
surrounded the Pike River Mine Disaster of 2010. 

“Champs, no argument,” was the reaction that 
heralded yet another reclamation of the regional 
Russell McVeagh Debating Cup, and again a solely 
High School contingent of students represented the 
Central North Island at the New Zealand competition 
in the capital. 

After regaling any readers with almost a page of High 
School’s accolades, it will come as no surprise that I 
feel immense pride at calling myself Head Girl of this 
spectacular institution. I have so many people to thank, 
and so much to be thankful for; not only for filling this 
position in 2016, but also for every step in my journey 
over the last 5 years. 

Most importantly, I owe all my blessings to God who 
has given me every day of my life and the strength to 

live it.  Furthermore, my heart is filled with gratitude 
towards my family, both at school and at home, for 
supporting me and helping me grow into the person 
I am today. Everybody you meet moulds you in one 
way or another, and all the books in the world could 
not contain just how much the staff here at WHS have 
enabled me to become a better, smarter and stronger 
version of myself. 

To the Class of 2016: these 5 years with you have 
been unforgettable.
To the Prefects: you have been an amazing group of 
people that I have been privileged to work with.
To the Staff: never forget the impact you have on every 
student on your path. Be an inspiration, and continue 
to allow us all to grow stronger as we approach the 
threshold of the world.
To those left behind: these are the safest (and 
cheapest) thirteen years of your life; take every 
opportunity that comes your way. Education is a 
privilege, and it is the best foundation on which to 
build the rest of your LIFE.

JEANNE-MARIE BONNET

MESSAGE FROM THE
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2016

HEADS & 
ASSISTANT 
PREFECTS

ACADEMIC 
PREFECTS

CULTURAL 
PREFECTS SPORTS 

PREFECTS

Back Row: Jack Pilet, Isiah Hamlin, Tom Adkins, Regan Davey, Kyle Lai, 
Te Paerata Tichbon

Middle Row: Ruhia Tamati, Millie Manning, Grace Jones, Rylee Dudley, 
Bella He, Tuupuhi Karaitiana, Methmi Perera

Front Row: Joseph Redpath, Jeanne-Marie Bonnet, 
Mrs E Spooner (Associate Principal), Connor Cresswell, Poipoia Poa

Absent: Mitchell Millar, Anastasia Tamaniyaga

Back Row: Stephanie Lockwood, Dayna Smith, Josiah Gammeter, 
Harry Lillington, Alec Ross, Jadzia Morris, Helen Shen, Gabrielle Penn

Front Row: Isabella Henderson, Zara Collinson, Methmi Perera, 
Regan Davey, Nyasha Chileshe, Stephanie Elliot

Back Row: Tibet Ranginui, Jacob Cogan, Ben Hudson, Liam Brown, 
Devon Harnett, Vera Prima, Rebecca James

Front Row: Shaila-Anne Hawkins, Deven Baum, Grace Jones (Head), 
Te Paerata Tichbon (Head), Alannah Dunn, Bolu Adesanya

Absent: Ella Cox

Back Row: Ms L Murphy (Sports Co-ordinator), Elena Forlong, 
Jessica Watkin, Trey Willis-Croft, Sapere Simon, Hollie Brasting
Front Row: Kate Malcolm, Matthew Wright, Ruhia Tamati (Head), 

Jack Pilet (Head), Kaimook Manopiya-anan, Nathan Luff

PREFECTS
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MAORI &
PASIFIKA 
PREFECTS

Back Row: Manea Kotuhi-Brown, Raumati McDonnell, Joseph McBride, 
Wiremu Hiri, Diana Taha Williams

Front Row: Anastasia Tamaniyaga (Head of Pasifika), 
Tuupuhi Karaitiana (Head of Maori - Girl)

Absent: Mitchell Millar (Head of Maori - Boy)

Back Row: Kati Turner, Bailee Baxter, Emily Dempsey, Sam Taylor, 
Tim Elliot, Kate Denzel, Quinn Hemingway

Front Row: Oscar Wong, Abigail Nevil, Isiah Hamlin (Head), 
Rylee Dudley (Head), Ethan Perry, Jorja Hackett

Back Row: Mr M Crook (Dean), Nattawadee Manopiya-anan (Kaimook), 
Shen Yuhan (Helen), Vera Loetzsch, Ms A Ferretti (Director)

Front Row: Wong Chung Ming (Oscar), He Yi (Bella), Lai Yat Yeung (Kyle), 
Yoshida Ena

Back Row: Hypatia Orchard, Tegan Gaskin, Maddi Murphy, Ryan Glentworth, 
Adriaan Viljoen, Devon Clark, Tessa Russell

Front Row: Ena Yoshida, Luke Goldsbury, Millie Manning (Head), Tom Adkins 
(Head), Grace Selby, Brylee Noble

SOCIAL
PREFECTS

INTERNATIONAL
PREFECTS

COMMUNITY
PREFECTS
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ACHIEVERS
2016

LIST

whanganui high school

Tyler Adlam 10MA Softball – Whanganui U15 Team

Kara Adrole 9HU Swimming – WSS Girls 13 & U 100m Breaststroke 3rd, 50m Breaststroke 
2nd,  Netball – Whanganui Under 15 White Rep Team, Swimming – WHS 
Junior A Girls 50m Backstroke 2nd, 50m Breaststroke 2nd, 50m Freestyle 2nd, 
Basketball – PNBA U15 Reps,  Netball – Horizon’s Tournament – 5th Overall

Leah Aiono 9HU WHS Year 9 Speeches – 3rd,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & 
National Winners,  Australian ICAS English Exam – High Distinction

Javontae Alabaster-Wroe 11GM Athletics – WSS Final Intermediate Boys Shot Put 1st,  Athletics – WHS 
Athletics Intermediate Boys Shot Put School Record (14.18m),  Basketball – 
Whanganui Under 17 Boys Rep Team

Cameron Allardice 12KR Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Silver, Swimming – WSS 16 & Over 
100m Backstroke 3rd, 10m Breaststroke 3rd,  Life Saving – Royal Life Saving 
Award – Bronze Medallion, Swimming – WHS Senior A Boys 100m Freestyle 
2nd, 200m Freestyle 1st,  Life Saving – Award of Merit,  Senior Model United 
Nations Merit – Best Delegation (Team Award)

Jack Anderson 11SA Athletics – WSS Final Intermediate Boys Relay 2nd 

Amber Andrews 10TS Cross Country – WHS U15 Girls 2nd 

Kaylee Andrews 13AD WHS Centurion - Endorsed

Sophie Andrews 9IN Athletics – WSS Final Junior Girls Javelin 2nd, Junior Girls Shot Put 2nd, Touch 
– Girls Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Athletics – WHS Athletics 
Junior Girls Discus (26.94m) School Record,  Netball – Whanganui Under 
15 White Rep Team,  Basketball – PNBA U15 Reps,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 
Below’ Regional & National Winners (Crew),  Netball – Horizon’s Tournament 
– 5th Overall

Riley Astudillo 9DJ Basketball – Whanganui Under 15 Boys Rep Team

Samuel Austin 11PS Rockquest – ‘Fusion 5’ 2nd, The Dominate Style Award

Rebecca Baker 10VP Athletics – WSS Final Junior Girls 800m 1st, Junior Girls 1500m 1st,  Athletics 
– WSS Final Junior Girls Relay 3rd, Swimming – WHS Junior A Girls 100m 
Freestyle 2nd, 50m Freestyle 3rd, Cross Country – WHS U15 Girls 1st, Hockey 
– U15 Whanganui Girls Team

Brendon Bamford Short 12CT Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Silver

Jessica Bamford Short 11HT Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Bronze

Ashlee Barlow 10HV Equestrian – National Horse of the Year Comp; Supreme Champion National 
Junior Rider 1st Place in NZ, Open Saddle Hunter Pony of the Year 7th, Rider 
of the Year 6th, Open Show Pony of the Year 3rd

Jemma Barnes 10HS Ministock Racing – North Is Rep Youth Ministock Champs, Swimming – 
WHS Junior A Girls 50m Backstroke 3rd, Life Saving – Bronze Medallion

Sophie Bates 12TL WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion

Deven Baum 13LB Swimming – WSS Boys 16 & Over 50m Freestyle 2nd, 50m Breaststroke 1st,  
Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners

Bailee Baxter 13LJ WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion - Endorsed

Travis Bayler 10HB Cross Country – WHS U15 Boys 1st, Hockey – U15 Boys Wanganui Rep 
Team



Hamish Beissel 11RV Maatangi Whenua Regional Geography Comp - Winners

Joanna Bell 12PG Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Silver, Swimming – WHS Intermediate A 
Girls 50m Backstroke 3rd,  Hockey – Central U18 Girls Rep (Reserve)

Ally Bennett 12KR WHS Academic Tie, Athletics – WSS Final Senior Girls 400m 1st, Senior Girls 
Relay 2nd, Rowing – NISS Champs U17 Single Sculls 2nd,  Stage Challenge 
– ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners,  WHS Netball Coach/Umpire  

Ayzak Bennett 13BS Touch – Mixed Central Zone Comp 2nd - Entry to Nationals,  Basketball 
– Whanganui Under 19 Boys Rep Team, Stage Challenge – ’29 Below’ 
Regional & National Winners, WHS Basketball Referee

Kai Bennett 10GL Swimming – WHS Intermediate A Boys 50m Freestyle 2nd

Keira Bennett 9HG Life Saving – Bronze Star

Josh Bleakley 10TS Basketball – Whanganui Under 17 Boys Rep Team

Jimi Blinkhorne 11SL Hockey – U15 Boys Wanganui Rep Team, Roller Hockey – Trans Tasman 
Cup U16 National Squad, U21 National Squad

Bayley Blythe 11WA Rockquest – ‘Fusion 5’ 2nd, Musicianship Award, The Dominate Style Award

Chloe Boniface 12PG WHS Centurion,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners

Jeanne-Marie Bonnet 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed, Debating - Russell 
McVeagh Central North Island Comp 1st, Selected for Central North Island 
Development Squad, National Comp – Highly Commended, Cambridge 
Mathematics AS Exam – Grade A, Head Girl, Alliance Francaise – Diploma 
in  French Language Efficiency – B1 Level, Language Perfect – World 
Championship – Gold Award,  Diploma in French Language Efficiency (DELF) 
Level B2

Callista Booth-Richards 9HU Manawatu Mathex Participation, Australian ICAS English Exam - Distinction

Danielle Bourne 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion

Benjamin Brandon 10HS Australian ICAS English Exam - Distinction

Hollie Brasting 13LJ Cross Country – WHS U19 Girls 3rd,  WHS Hockey Coach

Julian Brennan 11ML Hockey – U15 Boys Wanganui Rep Team

Jaimee Bridger 10GW Swimming – WHS Intermediate A Girls 200m Freestyle 2nd 

Sophie Brooke 10GL Kayaking – Nationals U14 K4 200m 3rd, U14 K4 500m 3rd, U14 K1 500m 
3rd, U14 K2 500m 2nd, U14 K2 200m 2nd, Club Relay 2nd, Mixed K4 Club 
Race 2nd 

Charlie Brown 10HL Swimming – WSS Boys 13 & U 50m Breaststroke 2nd 

Emelye Brown 10HS WHS Year 10 Speeches – 1st,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional 
& National Winners, Sheilah Winn Regional Shakespeare Festival – Best 
Delivery of Text

Jack Brown 11FS Swimming – WSS Boys 14-15 100m Breaststroke 2nd, 50m Fly 2nd, 100m 
Individual Medley 3rd, Swimming – WHS Intermediate A Boys 4 X Medley 
Relay 3rd, 100m Freestyle 1st,  Life Saving – Bronze Medallion,  Target 
Shooting – TSNZ Challenge SS Postal Shooting Comp

Phoebe Brown 9ED Athletics – WSS Final Junior Girls Relay 3rd

Abigail Buchan 12TL WHS Academic Tie,  Athletics – WSS Final Senior Girls Relay 2nd, Selected 
for ‘Aotearoa Youth Declaration Civics Education’ Conference,  Stage 
Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners

Chelsea Buckeridge 13AD Language Perfect – World Championship – Bronze Award,  Target Shooting 
– TSNZ Challenge SS Postal Shooting Comp

Paris Butters 13BS WHS Excellence Tie, Tennis – Whanganui Senior Rep Tennis Team – 
Christie Cup, Zonal Qualifier 1st, Tennis – NZSS National Champs Mixed 
Team 5th 

Olivia Caird 12CT WHS Academic Tie,  Swimming – WHS Senior A Girls 50m Backstroke 1st, 
UCOL Omlette Comp 1st, NZ Chefs Assoc Taranaki Hospitality Comp ‘Fruit 
Flan’ 2nd, NSS Culinary Challenge 2nd, Selected for National Comp,  Stage 
Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & Natioanl Winners,  National SS Culinary 
Auckland Champs 3rd

Max Campbell 9IN Athletics – WSS Final Junior Boys Javelin 1st, Swimming – WSS Boys 13 & 
U 50m Freestyle 2nd, 50m Backstroke 2nd, 50m Breaststroke 3rd, Swimming 
– WHS Intermediate A Boys 50m Freestyle 1st,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 
Below’ Regional & National Winners, Hockey – U15 Boys Wanganui Rep 
Team



Brody Casey 11AS Rockquest – Super Ensemble 3rd

Rebekah Chamberlain-Butters 12PG Cross Country – WHS U16 Girls 3rd

Merle Chant 9HU WHS Year 9 Speeches – Highly Commended,  Australian ICAS English 
Exam - Distinction

Nyasha Chileshe 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion

Thomas Clark 9CH Taekwon-Do – International Taekwon-Do Champs (ITKD) Male Intermediate 
Middle 8th-5th Gup – 2nd 

Monique Cleeve 12ST Cross Country – WHS U16 Girls 2nd,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional 
& National Winners

Jack Clifton 10DD Swimming – WSS Boys 14-15 50m Breaststroke 2nd, Swimming – WHS 
Intermediate A Boys 100m Freestyle 2nd, Multisport – Multisport NZSS 
Champs 25km Team event 1st Overall,  Kayaking – National 10km Series 
U16 Mens 2nd Overall

Louise Clifton 12PA WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion, Swimming – WHS Intermediate A Girls 
50m Breaststroke 2nd, 50m Freestyle 3rd 

Ethan Cohen 10VP Hockey – U15 Boys Wanganui Rep Team

Jordan Cohen 11RV Hockey – Central U18 Rep Team

Rhea Colaabavala 11BE Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Bronze

Hugo Collins 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE 
Exam – Grade B,   Chamber Music – ‘The Ruffs’ SOUNZ Award for Best 
Performance of a NZ Work

Vincent Collins 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE 
Exam – Grade A,  Senior Model United Nations Merit – Best Delegation 
(Team Award),  Sheilah Winn Regional Shakespeare Festival 1st, Selected for 
National Festival, Best Actor

Leila Collinson 11BE Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners, Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Silver, Maatangi Whenua Regional Geography 
Comp - Winners

Zara Collinson 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 
Below’ Regional & National Winners, Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - 
Gold

Sam Conley 12KR Senior Model United Nations – Best Table (Team Award),  Stage Challenge – 
‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners

Jordan Coveny 11WA Life Saving – Royal Life Saving Award – Bronze Medallion, Life Saving – 
Bronze Cross,  Rockquest – ‘Fusion 5’ 2nd, The Dominate Style Award

Rachel Cranch 11SL Basketball – Whanganui Under 17 Girls Rep Team

Connor Cresswell 13BU Debating - Russell McVeagh Central North Island Comp 1st, Head Boy,  
Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners,  Diploma in 
French Language Efficiency (DELF) Level B2

Amelia Cronin 9BW Swimming – WSS Girls 13 & U 100m Free 1st, 100m Back 1st, 100m 
Individual Medley 2nd, Swimming – WHS Junior A Girls; 50m Breaststroke 
1st, 100m Freestyle 1st, 50m Freestyle 1st, 200m Freestyle 1st, Intermediate 
A Girls; 4 x Medley Relay 2nd, 50m Backstroke 2nd,  Swimming – NZSS 
Champs Top 10s Relay Girls 15+ 4 x 50m Freestyle 5th

Clare Cvitanovich 12HY Life Saving – Bronze Medallion

Regan Davey 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion,  Cambridge Mathematics AS Exam – 
Grade B,  Head of Academia,   WHS Gymnastics Coach

Emily Dempsey 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 
Below’ Regional & National Winners

Kate Denzel 13SM WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion

Sam Dixon 11HT Rockquest – ‘Fusion 5’ 2nd, The Dominate Style Award

Alice Doney 9DJ Australian ICAS English Exam – High Distinction

Lucy Dowman 10TS Sailing – Wanganui Schools Regatta Starling Class 2nd 

Alannah Dunn 13KN WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & 
National Winners,  Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Gold



Imogen Eastgate 10HB Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Bronze

Dennihe Edwards 9CH Robotics - Vex IQ Kiwi Challenge Regional Champs – Joint Winners

Elena Egorov 11BE Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Bronze,  Life Saving – Royal Life Saving 
Award – Bronze Star,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National 
Winners,  Maatangi Whenua Regional Geography Comp - Winners

Storm Elkenhans 11BE Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Bronze,  Maatangi Whenua Regional 
Geography Comp - Participation

Stephanie Elliot 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Language Perfect – 
World Championship – Elite Award

Tim Elliot 13KN WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion

Scott Emerson 9BW Athletics – WSS Final Junior Boys 300m 3rd 

Ben Fantham 11SL Rockquest – Super Ensemble 3rd

Boston Flanagan- Connors 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion, Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam 
– Grade A,  Senior Model United Nations Merit – Best Delegation (Team 
Award)

Imogen Flower 10GL Netball – Whanganui Under 15 Blue Rep Team,  Netball – Horizon’s 
Tournament – 5th Overall

Niamh Flower 12ST Netball – Whanganui Under 17 Rep Team

Alex Forlong 11BE Swimming – Div 2 NZ Champs 200m Fly 3rd, Swimming – WSS Girls 14-
15 100m Backstroke 3rd, 100m Breaststroke 2nd, 50m Fly 2nd, Swimming 
– WHS Intermediate A Girls 4x Medley Relay 3rd, 50m Butterfly 3rd, 100m 
Freestyle 3rd 

Elena Forlong 13PR Swimming – WSS 16 & Over 100m Freestyle 1st, 100m Backstroke 1st, 
50m Fly 1st, Swimming – WHS Intermediate A Girls 50m Butterfly 1st (School 
Record 00.31.24),  Swimming – National Age Group Champs Girls 17-18yo 
200m Butterfly 4th, 100m Butterfly 5th, Swimming – NISS 50m Butterfly 3rd, 
100m Butterfly 2nd, Swimming – NZSS Champs  16 + 200m Butterfly 2nd,  
Top 10s Relay 15+ 4 x 50m Freestyle 5th, 100 Girls 16+ 100m Fly 8th

Katie Foster 9BW Multisport - Multisport NZSS Champs 25km race Junior U14 3rd, Kayaking – 
National 10km Series U14 Womens 1st Overall

Caitlyn Friedel 12KH WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award 
– Bronze,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam – Grade A,  Life Saving 
– Bronze Medallion,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National 
Winners,  Sheilah Winn Regional Shakespeare Festival 1st, Selected for 
National Festival

Tegan Gaskin 13BU WHS Excellence Tie,  Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Silver,  Cambridge 
Mathematics AS Exam – Grade C,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & 
National Winners

Marcello Gazale 13PR Basketball – Whanganui Under 19 Boys Rep Team

Nusr Ghamri 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam 
– Grade B,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners

Elyana Gifford 10DD WHS Year 10 Speeches – Highly Commended

Ana Gilligan 12PG WHS Centurion,  Language Perfect – World Championship –Gold Award

Cameron Goldfinch 13PR WHS Centurion - Endorsed

Luke Goldsbury 13KS Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Gold

Sam Goldsbury 11AS Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Bronze,  Maatangi Whenua Regional 
Geography Comp - Participation

Ryan Gray 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion, Athletics – WSS Final Open Boys 
3000m 2nd,  Hockey – Central U18 Rep Team

Jorja Hackett 13LJ WHS Excellence Tie,  Cambridge Mathematics AS Exam – Grade D, 
Language Perfect – World Championship – Elite Award

Brenna Hadley 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE 
Exam – Grade A,  Senior Model United Nations – Best Table (Team Award), 
Diploma in French Language Efficiency (DELF) Level B1

Leigh-ana Hale 10HS WHS Year 10 Speeches – Highly Commended,  Life Saving – Royal Life 
Saving Award – Bronze Medallion, Swimming – WHS Junior A Girls 50m 
Breaststroke 3rd,  Life Saving – Bronze Cross



Leon Harnett 13LB Athletics – WSS Final Senior Boys Discus 3rd 

Shaila - Anne Hawkins 13DG WHS Academic Tie, Chamber Music – ‘Turneresque Trio’ – Highly 
Commended, KBB Award, Whanganui Rep for Central Districts Finals,  
Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners

Jackie Hazelhurst 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Debating - Selected for Central 
North Island Development Squad (Reserve),  Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary 
Award – Silver,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam – Grade A*, Selected 
as Whanganui Regional Representative at National Youth United Nations 
Competition,  Senior Model United Nations Merit – Best Delegation (Team 
Award),  NZ International Biology Olympiad Programme - Bronze

Joseph Hazelhurst 9IN Swimming – WSS Boys 13 & U 100m Breaststroke 2nd, 50m Freestyle 3rd, 
50m Breaststroke 1st,  Life Saving – Bronze Star

Ronan Heathcote 12PG Language Perfect – World Championship – Credit Award

Mikayla Heka 9SY Netball – Whanganui Under 15 White Rep Team

Isabella Henderson 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion - Endorsed

Libby Herdman 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion

Cori Herewini 10MA Netball – Whanganui Under 15 White Rep Team

Tyrese Herewini-Lama 9BW Basketball – Whanganui Under 15 Boys Rep Team

Gabrielle Hiri 13BS Tennis – Whanganui Senior Rep Tennis Team – Christie Cup, Zonal Qualifier 
1st,  Tennis – NZSS National Champs Mixed Team 5th

Michael Hiroti 11ML Swimming – WSS Boys 14-15 50m Freestyle 3rd, 100m Individual Medley 1st 

Wiremu Hiri 13PR Softball – NZ Development Men’s B Squad Team

Jan Hoffmann 11FS Sailing – Wanganui Schools Regatta Starling Class 1st

Feyth Hogan 9IN Swimming – WHS Intermediate Girls 50m Freestyle 3rd  

Flynn Hogan 11RV Cross Country – WHS U19 Boys 2nd

Louis Hogan 13DG Athletics – WSS Final Senior Boys 1500m 2nd, Senior Boys 800m 3rd,  Cross 
Country – WHS U19 Boys 1st

Niamh Hogan 11RV Swimming – WSS Girls 14-15 100m Freestyle 3rd, 100m Individual Medley 
2nd, Swimming – WHS Intermediate A Girls 50m Backstroke 1st, 100m 
Freestyle 2nd, Swimming – NZSS Champs Top 10s Relay Girls 15+ 4 x 50m 
Freestyle 5th 

Reece Hoobin 11BE Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Bronze

Connor Hoskin 9MD Athletics – WSS Final Junior Boys 1500m 1st,  Softball – Whanganui U15 
Team,  Hockey – U15 Boys Wanganui Rep Team, Manawatu Mathex 
Participation, Touch – U15 Whanganui Team, Badminton – U15 Whanganui 
Team

Zane Hubbard 11SL Basketball – Whanganui Under 17 Boys Rep Team

Alister Hughes 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Debating - Selected for Central North 
Island Development Squad, Athletics – WSS Final Intermediate Boys 100m 
Hurdle 3rd,  Intermediate Boys Relay 2nd, Swimming – WSS Boys 14-15 
100m Backstroke 3rd,   Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam – Grade A*, 
Life Saving – Award of Merit,  Language Perfect – World Championship 
–Gold Award, Senior Model United Nations Merit – Best Delegation (Team 
Award)

Logan Hughes 11AS Cross Country – WHS U16 Boys 2nd

Abby Hurley 13BU WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & 
National Winners

George Iliffe 11BE Diploma in French Language Efficiency (DELF) Level 2A

Angus James 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam 
– Grade B,  Senior Model United Nations Merit – Best Delegation (Team 
Award)

Mason Johnson 12CD Athletics – WSS Final Senior Boys High Jump 3rd 

Grace Jones 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Cambridge Mathematics 
AS Exam – Participation, Head of Culture,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ 
Regional & National Winners



Kayla Jones 10HV Athletics – WSS Final Junior Girls Relay 3rd

Liam Jones 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award 
– Bronze, Athletics – WSS Final Open Boys 3000m 3rd,  Cambridge 
Mathematics IGCSE Exam – Grade A

Dharma Jurgens 10CS Touch –  Girls Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Basketball – 
Whanganui Under 17 Girls Rep Team

O’Sharn Kata 10DD Touch – Girls Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Basketball – 
Whanganui Under 17 Girls Rep Team

Fox Keane 10HS Australian ICAS English Exam - Distinction

Natasha Khan 11BE WHS Year 11 Speech Comp – 1st, Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - 
Bronze

Sameed Khan 9CY WHS Year 9 Speeches – 2nd, Robotics - Vex IQ Kiwi Challenge Regional 
Champs – Joint Winners

Jae Ee Kim 10HS Australian ICAS English Exam - Distinction

Piper Kirkby 11SL Language Perfect – World Championship – Credit Award

Matt Kleinsmith 12MG Athletics – WSS Final Senior Boys 100m 3rd, Senior Boys 110m Hurdle 3rd 

Loris Knigge 12ST Cross Country – WHS U16 Boys 1st

Saskia Knight 11WA Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners,  Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Bronze

Leighton Kotuhi-Brown 11GM Basketball – Whanganui Under 17 Girls Rep Team, Softball – U15 Manawatu 
Regional and U15 Hawkes Bay Nationals Team

Manea Kotuhi-Brown 13BS Softball – U17 Tairawhiti Nationals Team

Liam Lace 11FS Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners, Kayaking – 
National 10km Series U16 Mens 1st Overall  

Kaleb Lama-Love 12FT Rockquest – Best Song Award

Allan Landingin 10GL Basketball – Whanganui Under 15 Boys Rep Team

Alexander Lee 11FS Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Bronze

James Lee 12HY Chamber Music – ‘The Ruffs’ SOUNZ Award for Best Performance of a NZ 
Work

Hannah Lewis 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion

Bryn Lewis Jones 11FS Athletics – WSS Final Intermediate Boys Relay 2nd 

Stephanie Lockwood 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Cambridge Mathematics 
AS Exam – Grade B, Chamber Music – ‘The Ruffs’ SOUNZ Award for Best 
Performance of a NZ Work

Grace Loveridge Mills 13BU WHS Excellence Tie,  Cambridge Mathematics AS Exam – Grade D,  
Language Perfect – World Championship – Elite Award

Sarya Lower 10HB Swimming – WSS Girls 14-15 100m Freestyle 1st, 13 & U 50m Freestyle 
1st, 14-15 100m Individual Medley 1st,  Swimming – WHS Intermediate A 
Girls 4x Medley Relay 1st, 50m Butterfly 2nd, 100m Freestyle 1st (School 
Record 01.02.01), 50m Freestyle 1st (School Record 00.28.98) , 200m 
Freestyle 1st, Swimming – National Age Group Champs Girls 14yo 200m 
Medley 2nd (Whanganui Record), 100m Freestyle 2nd (Whanganui Record), 
400m Individual Medley 5th, 50m Freestyle 7th, 100m Butterfly 9th, Swimming 
– NISS 50m Freestyle 3rd, 100m Freestyle 3rd, 200m Individual Medley 3rd, 
Swimming – NZSS Champs Girls 15yo 50m Freestyle 3rd, 50m Breaststroke 
3rd, 100m Freestyle 4th, 100m Breaststroke 4th, 200m Individual Medley 7th, 
200m Breaststroke 9th, 50m Fly 10th, 200m Backstroke 10th, Top 10s Relay 
15+ 4 x 50m Freestyle 5th, Open 50m Breaststroke Skins 5th, Swimming – 
Wellington Regional; 50m Breaststroke 1st, 100m Breaststroke 2nd,  200m 
Backstroke 1st, 200m Freestyle 3rd, 100m Freestyle 2nd, 100m Individual 
Medley 3rd, 200m Individual Medley 2nd, 400m Individual Medley 2nd, 
Swimming – Lower Central; 100m Freestyle 2nd, 200m Individual Medley 2nd 

Nathan Luff 13BU Rowing – Maadi Cup Boys U18 Lightweight Double – 1st, Single Scull 3rd, 
NISS Champs Boys U18 Lightweight Double 1st, Single Scull 3rd, Top 10 
Badge Award

Sam Luff 10HL WHS Year 10 Speeches – Highly Commended,  Cross Country – WHS U15 
Boys 2nd



Holly Mackenzie 12ST WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion

Jaden Madams 9IN Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners,  Hockey – U15 
Boys Wanganui Rep Team

Lane Madams 11AS Rockquest – Super Ensemble 3rd,  Hockey – U15 Boys Wanganui Rep 
Team

Patrick Madder 10HS Hockey – U15 Boys Wanganui Rep Team

Imogen Maguire 9AJ Hospice Whanganui School Art Challenge – Winning Entry

Kate Malcolm 13DG Cross Country – WHS U19 Girls 2nd

Ethan Mancer 11RV Chamber Music – ‘Seriously Brass’ KBB Award, Rockquest – Super 
Ensemble 3rd 

Millie Manning 13AD WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion, Gymsport – National Champs Step 
10-  Beam, Uneven Bars, Vault, Floor; NZ Rep at Hawaii; Gymnastics in 
Paradise International Hawaii Comp Uneven Bars 3rd, Beam 3rd, Overall 3rd; 
Aloha Gymfest Hawaii International Comp Vault 1st, Floor 2nd, Uneven Bars 
3rd, Beam 5th, Overall 3rd; Athletics – WSS Final Senior Girls 200m 2nd, Senior 
Girls Long Jump 2nd, Senior Girls 100m 3rd,  Senior Girls Relay 2nd, Head of 
Community,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners, 
WHS Talent Quest 1st, Dance NZ Made Regional Soloist 1st, Gymnastics 
– Rimutaka Champs 2nd Overall, Auckland Manukau Champs 2nd Overall, 
Waitara Open 1st Overall, Mid-Island Champs 1st Overall, Selected for Trans-
Tasman team at NZ National Gymsport Champs

Jonathan Maples 11PS Athletics – WSS Final Intermediate Boys Triple Jump 3rd, Intermediate Boys 
Relay 2nd, Swimming – WSS Boys 14-15 50m Backstroke 3rd, Swimming 
– WHS Intermediate A Boys 50m Backstroke 3rd,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 
Below’ Regional & National Winners

Maarie Mareikura-Ellery 11GM Touch –Girls Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Basketball – 
Whanganui Under 17 Girls Rep Team, WHS Basketball Referee

Abigail Martin 10HS WHS Year 10 Speeches – 3rd

Brayden Maua 13LB Swimming – WHS Intermediate A Boys 50m Butterfly 2nd

Briella Maua 11SA Athletics – WSS Final Intermediate Girls Shot Put 3rd,  Athletics – WHS 
Athletics Intermediate Girls Shot Put School Record (9.28m),  Stage 
Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners

Jack McCoubrie 11RV Rockquest – Super Ensemble 3rd

Kato McDonald 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion,  Cambridge Mathematics AS Exam – 
Grade C

Bradley McDowell 10MA Rifle Shooting – Trans Tasman Junior Boys Comp 1st

Zachary McKenzie 10HS WHS Year 10 Speeches - 2nd 

Ciara McPake 13KN WHS Centurion

Lily Meade 12BG Water-skiing – Oz Kiwi Challenge U17 Slalom 4th, Jump 3rd, Trick 1st, Overall 
2nd,  Water-Skiing – Nationals; Girls Division Tricks 1st, Slalom 1st, Jump 
1st, Overall Girls Trophy; Open Womens Tricks 2nd, Jump 4th, Slalom 5th, 
Overall Open Womens Trophy, Water- skiing - Selected for NZ Team for 
World Jnr Water Skiing Champs in Chile 2017 

Mitchell Millar 13BS Touch – Mixed Central Zone Comp 2nd - Entry to Nationals,  Athletics – 
WHS Athletics Senior Boys Shot Put School Record (14.15m),   Touch 
- Selected for the NZ U20 Touch Squad, Head of Maori,  Touch – NZ U20 
Trans Tasman Comp (2017), Selected for Rugby NZ Central U18 Squad, 
Selected to trial for Rugby NZ U18 Team

Mahinarangi Millar-Potaka 12FT Touch – Mixed Central Zone Comp 2nd - Entry to Nationals, Touch - 
Selected for the NZ U18 Touch Squad,  Touch – NZ U18 Trans Tasman 
Comp (2017)

Katja Mokha 9HU WHS Year 9 Speeches – 1st

Aranga Molijn 9HU Australian ICAS English Exam - Distinction

Kaelin Mooney 10TS Hockey – U15 Boys Wanganui Rep Team

Jakob Moorhouse 9LO Athletics – WSS Final 200m 2nd,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & 
National Winners,  Hockey – U15 Boys Wanganui Rep Team

Kerwyn Morgan 11HT Touch – Mixed Central Zone Comp 2nd - Entry to Nationals,  Netball – 
Whanganui Under 17 Rep Team



Jadzia Morris 13BU Cambridge Mathematics AS Exam – Participation, French – Alliance 
Francaise Diploma in French Language Efficiency at Level A2, Language 
Perfect – World Championship – Elite Award, Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary 
Award – Gold,  Diploma in French Language Efficiency (DELF) Level B1

Alex Nevil 10HB Basketball – Whanganui Under 15 Boys Rep Team

Felix Newton 10TS Life Saving – Royal Life Saving Award – Bronze Medallion, Life Saving – 
Bronze Cross

Brylee Noble 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Cambridge Mathematics 
AS Exam – Grade E,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National 
Winners

Stella Nowak 11WA Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Bronze,  Swimming – WSS Girls 14 
– 15 50m Breaststroke 2nd, Swimming – WHS Intermediate A Girls 50m 
Breaststroke 1st 

Jack O’Leary 11RV Tennis – Zonal Qualifier (Reserve) 1st, Qualified for NZSS National Champs 

Halsten Ogilwy 10CS Life Saving – Bronze Star

Hypatia Orchard 13DG WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 
Below’ Regional & National Winners

Blair Osborne 13BS Touch - Selected for the NZ U20 Touch Squad, Touch – NZ U20 Trans 
Tasman Comp (2017), Rugby – National U19 Tournament NZ Heartland 
Team

Shohma Otomo 12TL Swimming – WHS Senior A Boys 50m Freestyle 2nd,  Life Saving – Bronze 
Medallion

Oliver Page 9CL Swimming – WSS Boys 13 & U 100m Breaststroke 1st 

Bridget Park 13KN WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & 
National Winners (Crew)

Isaac Paterson 11WA Chamber Music – ‘Seriously Brass’ KBB Award

Gabrielle Penn 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed, Debating – Russell 
McVeagh Central North Island Comp – Best Speaker, Selected for Central 
North Island Squad, Reserve for the NZ Team to attend Germany, ANZ/
Massey University Business Challenge – Best Year 13 Accounting Report 
for Whanganui/Manawatu Region, Senior Model United Nations Merit – Merit 
Best Delegate, Reserve Bank Monetary Policy Challenge – Distinction, 
Russell McVeagh School Leavers’ Scholarship (Interview), University of 
Auckland 2016 NZ Economics Comp – High Distinction (Top 5% in NZ)

Methmi Perera 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Cambridge Mathematics 
AS Exam – Grade A,  Head of Academia Life Saving – Award of Merit, 
Languages Perfect – World Championships – Elite Award, Chemistry – 
Selected NZ Chemistry Olympiad Team Training Camp for Top 30 in NZ, 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Gold

Michael Petersen 12KH Chamber Music – ‘The Ruffs’ SOUNZ Award for Best Performance of a NZ 
Work, Rockquest – ‘Why Vibrations’ 1st

Rebekah Phillips 9BW WHS Year 9 Speeches – Highly Commended

Jack Pilet 13BU WHS Excellence Tie,  Cambridge Mathematics AS Exam – Grade E, Head of 
Sport,  Cross Country – WHS U19 Boys 3rd,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ 
Regional & National Winners (Crew),  WHS Hockey Coach

Maddison Plumridge 11WA Language Perfect World Champs – Credit Award,  Maatangi Whenua 
Regional Geography Comp - Participation

Poipoia Poa 13BS WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion,  Cambridge Mathematics AS Exam – 
Grade C, Deputy Head Girl

Anthony Pogtoka 11ML Athletics – WSS Final Intermediate Boys Javelin 2nd 

Isaak Pohio 10VP Life Saving – Bronze Medallion

Kaewa Potaka 11GM Touch –Girls Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Netball – 
Whanganui Under 15 Blue Rep Team

Taonga Potaka-Osborne Whanarere 9CY Basketball – Whanganui Under 15 Boys Rep Team

Ben Power 10HS Chamber Music – ‘The Classical Modes’ Award for Best Performance of an 
Original Composition - Composer

Meghan Price 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ 
Regional & National Winners (Crew)



Millie Prince 12KH WHS Academic Tie,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National 
Winners (Crew),  Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Silver

Emma Rainey 12BG WHS Centurion, Hockey – NZ U19 Junior Blacksticks Womens Australian 
Tour – 1st, Selected for Central Districts U18 and U21 Hockey Team, 
Athletics – WSS Final Senior Girls 800m 3rd, Cross Country – WHS U19 Girls 
1st, Hockey – Central U18 Girls Rep, Hockey – NZ U18 Team

Maia Ramis 10HN Basketball – Whanganui Under 17 Girls Rep Team

Joseph Redpath 13BU Athletics- WSS Final Senior Boys Triple Jump 2nd, Senior Boys 400m 3rd,  
Cambridge Mathematics AS Exam – Grade E,  Deputy Head Boy,  Hockey 
– Central U18 Rep Team,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National 
Winners (Crew), WHS Hockey Coach

Tazman Rei 12FT WHS Academic Tie,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam – Grade C

Ben Robertson 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion, Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam 
– Grade B 

Tayla Robinson 12PA Basketball – Whanganui Under 19 Boys Rep Team

Sophie Rofe 13PR WHS Centurion,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners

Sophia Rogers 9CL Hockey – U15 Whanganui Girls Team

Amber-Rose Roos 11BE Language Perfect – World Championship – Silver Award

Brianna Ross 12PG WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Language Perfect – World 
Championship – Credit Award

Evan Ross 11BE WHS Year 11 Speech Comp – 1st

James Rowe 12KR WHS Academic Tie,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam – Grade C,   
Senior Model United Nations – Best Table (Team Award)

Cameron Russell 10EG Robotics – Vex Robotics EDR Kiwi Challenge Regionals – 7th in Qualification 
Rounds,  Multisport – Multisport NZSS Champs 25km Team event 1st 
Overall

Sam Russell 12TL Tennis – Zonal Qualifier 1st,  Tennis – NZSS National Champs Mixed Team 
5th

Tessa Russell 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 
Below’ Regional & National Winners,  WHS Gymnastics Coach

Kaveh Safaei Torogh 11SA Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Bronze,  Cambridge Mathematics AS 
Exam – Participation,  WHS Basketball Referee

Serah Sali 11MV Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award - Bronze

Raoul Sarup 11BE WHS Year 11 Speech Comp – 1st

Jesse Satherley 12TL WHS Academic Tie,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam – Grade A

Emilia Schmidt 12CT Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Bronze, WHS Football Referee

Nanea Schurhammer 10HS Kayaking – Nationals U18 K4 200m 3rd 

Danielle Sewell 12KH Chamber Music – ‘The Classical Modes’ Award for Best Performance of an 
Original Composition

Portia Sharp 11BE WHS Year 11 Speech Comp – 1st,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional 
& National Winners,  Maatangi Whenua Regional Geography Comp - 
Participation

Helen Shen 13DG WHS Academic Tie,  Cambridge Mathematics AS Exam – Grade B

Jared Sim 9MD Robotics - Vex IQ Kiwi Challenge Regional Champs – Joint Winners

Sapere Simon 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion, Canoe Polo - U18 Women NZ Rep 
in Junior/Under 23 World Champs ,  Cambridge Mathematics AS Exam – 
Grade C

Liam Simpson 13LJ WHS Centurion

Archie Smith 10HV Athletics – WSS Final Junior Boys Long Jump 3rd 

Fergus Smith 13SM Swimming – WSS 16 & Over 100m Backstroke 1st, 16 & Over 100m 
Individual Medley 1st, Swimming – WHS Senior A Boys 4 x Medley Relay 1st, 
50m Butterfly 1st, 100m Freestyle 3rd, 50m Freestyle 1st, Intermediate A Boys 
50m Backstroke 2nd 

Basia Sosnowski 9ED Life Saving – Bronze Star,  Manawatu Mathex Participation



Vitek Sosnowski 12KR WHS Academic Tie, Swimming – WSS 16 & Over 100m Freestyle 2nd,   
Tennis – Zonal Qualifier 1st, Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam – Grade 
A*, Life Saving – Royal Life Saving Award – Bronze Medallion, Swimming – 
WHS Senior A Boys 50m Butterfly 3rd, 100m Freestyle 1st,Tennis – NZSS 
National Champs Mixed Team 5th,  Life Saving – Award of Merit, NZ 
International Biology Olympiad Programme - Bronze

Kasey Souness 12CD WHS Academic Tie,  Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Bronze,  Stage 
Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners (Crew)

Jack Southee 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Debating - Russell McVeagh Central 
North Island Comp 1st,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam – Grade 
A, Sailing – Wanganui Schools Regatta Laser Class 1st and 1st Overall,   
Rockquest – Best Song Award, Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Silver,  
Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners

Abby Squire 9AJ WHS Year 9 Speeches – Highly Commended,  Chamber Music – ‘Seriously 
Brass’ KBB Award,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National 
Winners

Tegan Stoneman-Wills 10HS Life Saving – Royal Life Saving Award – Bronze Medallion, Swimming – WHS 
Junior A Girls 50m Backstroke 1st,  Life Saving – Bronze Cross

Sara Stuart 9CY Cross Country – WHS U15 Girls 3rd

Kahurangi Sturmey 13BS Touch –Girls Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Netball – 
Whanganui Under 17 Rep Team, Netball – Lower NISS Tournament Team A 
Grade

Taliah Su’a 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion

Dallas Swaneveld 10HN Swimming – WSS Boys 14-15 100m Backstroke 1st, Swimming – WHS 
Senior A Boys 4 x Medley Relay 2nd, Intermediate A Boys 50m Backstroke 
1st, 50m Freestyle 1st 

Grace Swanston 9LO Athletics – WSS Final Junior Girls Long Jump 2nd 

Diana Taha Williams 13BS Netball – Whanganui Under 19 Rep Team, WHS Netball Coach/Umpire

Judah Tamaniyaga 11SL Basketball – Whanganui Under 17 Boys Rep Team

Rebecca Tamati 10HN Touch – Girls Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Netball – 
Whanganui Under 15 Blue Rep Team,  Netball – Horizon’s Tournament – 5th 
Overall

Ruhia Tamati 13BS Touch – Girls Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Touch - Selected 
for the NZ U20 Touch Squad, Head of Sport, Netball – Whanganui Under 19 
Rep Team,  Touch – NZ U20 Trans Tasman Comp (2017),  Netball – Lower 
NISS Tournament Team A Grade

Cambell Tanner 12CT Multisport - Multisport NZSS Champs ;  25km Race Senior U19 3rd,  
Kayaking – National 10km Series U18 Mens 3rd Overall  

Teagan Tapa 10HN Touch – Girls Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Netball – 
Whanganui Under 15 White Rep Team,  Basketball – Whanganui Under 17 
Girls Rep Team

David Tastard 12KR Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam – Grade B

Charlotte Taylor 12TL UCOL Omelette Comp 3rd, NZ Chefs Assoc Taranaki Hospitality Comp ‘Fruit 
Flan’ 1st, NSS Culinary Challenge 2nd, Selected for National Comp,  Stage 
Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners, National SS Culinary 
Auckland Champs 3rd 

Kehlan Te Awhe 9MD Robotics - Vex IQ Kiwi Challenge Regional Champs – Joint Winners

Renee Teers 9CL Athletics – WSS Final Junior Girls Relay 3rd, Speed Skating – Oceania 
Champs Girls 1000m 1st, 5000m points 2nd, 300m time trial 2nd, 21km half 
marathon 1st 

Mikaya Teki 12FT WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion

Darren Teriaki Osborne 11GM Rockquest – ‘Fusion 5’ 2nd, The Dominate Style Award

Mikal Terrey 12PA Athletics – WSS Final Senior Girls Relay 2nd

Kristin Thompson 10CS Touch – Girls Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Netball – 
Whanganui Under 15 Blue Rep Team,  Netball – Horizon’s Tournament – 5th 
Overall

Lucas Thompson 10DD Kayaking – NZ Sprint Nationals; U16 Mens K4 500, 2nd, U16 Mens K2 
200m 3rd, Swimming – WHS Intermediate A Boys 100m Freestyle 2nd ,  
Multisport – Multisport NZSS Champs 25km Team event 1st Overall



Madeleine Thompson 10HS Australian ICAS English Exam - Distinction

Jonty Thomson 11BE Cross Country – WHS U16 Boys 3rd

Virginia Thomson 11PS Chamber Music – ‘The Classical Modes’ Award for Best Performance of an 
Original Composition,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National 
Winners, Dance – Rose City Dancesport Champs Adult; Level One New 
Vogue 1st, Ballroom 2nd, Latin 2nd, Level Two New Vogue 1st, Ballroom 3rd, 
Latin 2nd, Collier Trophy (Adult) 3rd 

Te Paerata Tichbon 13BS Head of Culture,  Rockquest – ‘Why Vibrations’ 1st

Ben Tijsen-Cox 12CT WHS Centurion,  Rowing – Top 10 Badge Award

Chloe Tonga-Harrison 10HN Softball – U15 Manawatu Regional Team

Kayne Tui 9DJ Softball – Whanganui U15 Team

De-Ann Tyrell 12KH Touch – Mixed Central Zone Comp 2nd - Entry to Nationals,   Touch - 
Selected for the NZ U18 Touch Squad,  Netball – Whanganui Under 17 Rep 
Team, Touch – NZ U18 Trans Tasman Comp (2017)

Keilani Tyrell 10GL Touch – Girls Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Netball – 
Whanganui Under 15 Blue Rep Team,  Basketball – Whanganui Under 17 
Girls Rep Team,  Netball – Horizon’s Tournament – 5th Overall

Montel Vaiao Aki 10HN Netball – Whanganui Under 15 Blue Rep Team,  Basketball – Whanganui 
Under 17 Girls Rep Team, Netball – Horizon’s Tournament – 5th Overall,  
Netball – Lower NISS Tournament Team A Grade

Julia Van Niekerk 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ 
Regional & National Winners

Josephine Verhaaren 11BE Stage Challenge – ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners, Diploma in 
French Language Efficiency (DELF) Level 2A

Adriaan Viljoen 13DG WHS Centurion,  Target Shooting – TSNZ Challenge SS Postal Shooting 
Comp

Kayla-Lee Wainwright 11ML Cross Country – WHS U16 Girls 1st

Ben Walkley 10HV The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo – NZ Youth Pipe Band – Lead Player

Gabriel Wallace 12HY Athletics – WSS Final Senior Boys Long Jump 3rd 

Alan Wang 13BU WHS Excellence Tie,  Cambridge Mathematics Exam A Level – Grade C

Jessica Watkin 13LB Athletics – WSS Final Senior Girls Discus 2nd, Cricket – Central District Hinds 
National T20 Comp 2nd, Central Districts U21 National Tournament – 1st 
(Captain), NZ A International Game Against Sri Lanka – 1st, NZ U18 Indoor 
Junior World Cup 2nd, Whanganui Womens Team, U18 Regional Team, 
Junior Cricketer of the year at 2015/2016 Awards, Central Districts Junior 
Cricketer of the Year 2015/2016 Season

Kasey Watson 12ST WHS Centurion, Judo – North Wellington Open; Jnr Mens U73kg 1st, Open 
Weight 1st, NZ U17 Judo Team to compete in Australia, Judo – Auckland 
International Cadets U73kg 1st, Sydney International Open 73kg under Cadet 
2nd 

Keightley Watson 10EG Judo – North Wellington Open; Jnr Mens Over 81kg 1st, Open Weight 2nd, 
Over 100kg 2nd, Judo – ACT International Tournament Boys Over 90kg -1st, 
Judo – Oceania Cup International Queensland Tournament Over 90kg 1st,  
Judo – Auckland International Cadets +81kg 1st, Melbourne International 
Judo Open; Cadet +90kg 1st, Young Men +100kg 1st, Senior Mens +100kg 
2nd, Sydney International Open 90kg over Cadet 2nd 

Maria Williams 10CS Athletics – WSS Final Intermediate Girls Long Jump 3rd, Swimming – WSS 
Girls 14 – 15 50m Backstroke 3rd  

Trey Willis-Croft 13BS Basketball – Whanganui Under 19 Boys Rep Team,  Stage Challenge – ‘29 
Below’ Regional & National Winners, WHS Basketball Referee

Shayne Winterburn 10MA Athletics – WSS Final Junior Girls High Jump 2nd 

Hana Woodhouse 12CT Japanese – Language Perfect World Championships - Gold

Grace Wright 12CT WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion

Matthew Wright 13BU WHS Excellence Tie,  Rowing – Maadi Cup Boys U18 Lightweight Double – 
1st, NISS Champs Boys U18 Lightweight Double 1st, Top 10 Badge Award

Jessica Xie 13BU WHS Excellence Tie, WHS Centurion – Endorsed,  Language Perfect – 
World Championship –Gold Award



Sharon Xu 9CH Australian ICAS English Exam - Distinction

Vincent Ye 9HG Athletics – WSS Final Junior Boys High Jump 2nd 

James Yu 12KR WHS Academic Tie, WHS Centurion,  Cambridge Mathematics IGCSE Exam 
– Grade C

WHS Stage Challenge   ‘29 Below’ Regional & National Winners

WHS Touch - Mixed Central Zone Comp 2nd - Entry to Nationals

WHS Touch - Grils Central Zone Comp 3rd -Entry to Nationals,  Netball – Horizon’s Tournament 
– 5th Overall

CONGRATULATIONS
PLEASE SEE THE FULL LIST OF WHS ACHIEVERS ON 
WWW.WANGANUI-HIGH.SCHOOL.NZ

WE WERE NOT ONLY 
MENTALLY CHALLENGED 
BUT PHYSICALLY 
AS WELL
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8am Monday the 15th of February nearly 80 prefects 
and 4 teachers boarded buses heading for Inglewood, 
Taranaki, where we would venture onto Vertical 
Horizons, a well-constructed adventure camp! Little 
did we know it would be a boot camp to many of 
the prefects. Two days were spent becoming better 
leaders and coming together as a group. This 
programme is designed to be intensive and 
demanding and it certainly was.

Straight off the bus and into cabins, then filing into the  
movie room where we met the staff and head 
coordinator, Paul Hitchcock. Paul talked about his 
team and what a good leader should be.

Playing games was one way to see how well we all 
worked together and how well we could listen. 

We started off with little games like:
1.  No speaking but line up in birthday order
2.  Or don’t speak and line up by alphabetical first 
names
3.  Then last names
The room started to get a little bit heated. Can you 
imagine 60 or more teenagers in a room not allowed to 
talk? 
After this we played some more games about 
acceptance, communication and effective leadership.
Once we had all stopped screaming from the first 
activity we were split into four groups and sent off in 
different directions to tackle some adventure activities. 
These included raft building,team obstacle challenges, 
mud challenges and high ropes that involved...EGGS!! 
To finish, we all had a swim in the pond and enjoyed 
some relaxing and gelling together as a group. We had 
fun at dinner which bought us all together and working 
as a group. This may have included fancy dress! 
Finally, movie night. The movie related to accepting 
people and taught us how to be a great leader. We 

LEADERSHIP
CAMP

were all so tired so the room was just filled with zzzzzz. 
Everyone loves being woken at 5am and running laps. 

The day started early for us and it was a test of 
working together to complete all of the obstacles and 
challenges that were laid out for us. This was a real 
test of our abilities. A lot of the prefect team said it 
was like death camp. Personally, I really enjoyed the 
challenge and it really brought the prefect team to-
gether as a whole. Deep down we all enjoyed 
prefect camp and it was a great way to bond us 
all together. Every prefect showed great skills. 

WRITTEN BY HOLLIE BRASTING
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NATIONS
On April 1st, numerous delegations, from Denmark 
and Mexico to Canada and France, made up of three 
students, attended the annual Senior Model United 
Nations event at Wanganui Girls College. The purpose 
of this event was to educate students in civics in an 
assembly environment. Through serious discussions, 
we were engaged in the most pressing and current 
affairs in the international community. This connects 
young people from different secondary schools in 
the Whanganui region who care for the welfare of 
the international community, and allows them to 
develop social and confidence skills, adopt their 
own perspectives, and strengthen their abilities to 
become global citizens. 

Students had to dress in clothing that is traditional 
or worn in that particular country, for instance the 
Mexicans dressed in sombreros and ponchos with 
guitars, as well as decorating their table with artefacts 
from that country or their flag. In addition to this, every 
delegation was required to bring a traditional dish 
from their country, which would be eaten at lunch. 
The assembly started with a minute long presentation 
giving other delegates information on their country. 
We then had to argue at the “United Nations” on behalf 
of our delegation’s values and beliefs on significant 
topics, spanning from the Refugee Crisis in Syria and 
the Zika Virus. Every delegation from WHS did their 
country proud and all represented them accurately. 
It was very interesting and entertaining to hear all the 
differing views. Some points got heated, with Germany 
splitting into East and West and Colombia declaring 
war on Russia.

All tables were vibrant and original, the food was 
well presented and tasted delicious, and everyone 
dressed up amazingly. By the end of the debate and 
discussion, it was time for the awards to be presented. 
WHS did very well and received a number of awards. 

Canada was awarded the prize for best table, for a 
fantastic bear head replica resting on it. Mexico 
and France were awarded the merit prizes for best 
delegation, for great teamwork and representing 
their delegation very well. Finally, Gabrielle Penn 
was chosen as best delegate, for an outstanding 
individual performance. At last the day was over, 
and we had all learned how the United Nations 
operates at a general assembly. It has helped us 
feeling empowered to cause positive change in the 
international community. We were also able to make 
some new friends from different schools around the 
region who have the same desire to have a positive 
impact on the world.

As well as a Senior MUN event, on the 1st to the 4th 
of April, a few WHS students attended the national NZ 
MUN Youth event, where the concept is similar but 
more developed. There is also a Junior MUN event 
that will be held on November 4th, where the junior 
students will do the same as the seniors, and have 
their chance to experience what it feels like to have a 
an influence as a global citizen in an international 
assembly. Additionally, there will be another Senior 
MUN event next year, which will discuss future 
pressing affairs that have an immense impact on the 
international community. 

WRITTEN BY ANGUS JAMES

MODEL united



When I (Vincent Collins) first suggested doing a 
Shakespearean scene entirely in French to Caitlyn 
Friedel to perform at the SGCNZ Regional University 
of Otago Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Festival (to give 
it its full name), she might have thought I was mad. 
But over the course of a couple months we managed 
to pull off the only French scene from King Henry V 
and performed at the Regional Competition not only 
against others from High School, but from all over the 
Manawatu region.

Therefore, when we found out that we had won the 
five-minute excerpt award (and therefore would be 
performing at the National competition) we were 
blown away. The National competition was held over 
Queens Birthday weekend (June 3 – 6), requiring us 
to go down on the Thursday to perform on the Friday 
afternoon. The experience at the National competition 
was outstanding. Getting to see other schools’ 
renditions of some of Shakespeare’s most famous 
scenes was phenomenal, and to do so in the Michael 
Fowler Centre just added that special touch.

Performing on the stage was incredible. As we went 
on, nerves in our stomachs, we knew the only thing 
we could offer was our best performance. Although 
the same piece had been performed that same 
morning, we knew that when the audience started 
laughing, we had them in the palm of our hands. As 
we finished off our performance and walked off the 
stage, we knew that we had done both ourselves and 
the school proud.

Overall, the experience was impressive. It was a 
journey neither caitlyn nor I had undertaken before. 

Shakespeare
SHEILAH WINN

FESTIVAL

With some luck, we also managed to pick up 
some awards. While both Jackie Hazelhurst and 
I won a few awards for the design competitions, 
I also picked up the “Extraordinary Performance 
Award” which was something unexpected.

On top of that, I also managed to get into the 
National Shakespeare School Productions, for 
which only 48 students from all over the country 
get selected. It took place in Dunedin over the 
September holidays, and it was an experience 
like no other. Having to perform in a 40-minute 
excerpt of Julius Caesar with 14 other students, 
I gained invaluable knowledge and made some 
great friends. But beyond that, again unexpected, 
I was selected for the 2017 Young Shakespeare 
Company where 24 out of the 48 students are 
chosen to represent New Zealand and perform at 
the Globe Theatre in London next July.
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duke of ed
E RERE KAU MAI TE AWA NUI NEI
MAI I TE KĀHUI MAUNGA KI TANGAROA
KO AU TE AWA
KO TE AWA KO AU

THE RIVER FLOWS
FROM THE MOUNTAINS TO THE SEA
I AM THE RIVER
THE RIVER IS ME

At the end of last year, the students doing the Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh Hillary award completed their Gold 
Qualifying expedition on a four-day canoeing trip down 
the Whanganui River.
 
Day One
Today we all woke up early after a great night’s sleep 
at the Ohakune Canoe Safari Lodge. After a quick 
breakfast, we all assembled downstairs in the carpark 
where we were introduced to our guide, Alex. Upon 
reaching Cherry Grove in Taumaranui, we unpacked 
the van and paired up in the Canadian canoes. Before 
we set off, we were instructed on how to steer, and 
we practised on the shore before hitting the water. As 
the weather was quite cold and raining, I was unwilling 
and quite nervous about tipping out on our first day.

 

JOURNEY DOWN THE WHANGANUI RIVER

GOLD RIVER TRIP
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WRITTEN BY METHMI PERERA

Day Two
We left Poukaria campsite at 8:30, which was earlier 
than we had planned. Today was our longest day, 
since we planned to cover a distance of 48km. Brylee 
and I still had a little trouble steering through eddies, 
but thankfully managed not to tip out. Today the river 
was much calmer than it had been yesterday, with 
fewer rapids and less eddies. I really enjoyed travelling 
along the calmer stretches of water, which I found to 
be a very beautiful and serene experience. We were 
therefore able to make good time and covered around 
30 kilometres before lunch time. After dinner Alex 
brought his guitar and played music for us and the 
German and French tourists at the campsite while we 
ate chocolate and wrote our diaries. 

Day Three
Today we canoed 36km further down the river. The 
sides of the river were quite steep here, and we could 
see the holes in the rock walls that were created as 
a place for old steamers to anchor as they travelled 
down the Whanganui River, when steamers were the 
main form of transport across the North Island. I was 
also surprised to see large landslips that still remained 
from the floods that hit Whanganui last year. A little 
further from the Mangawaiiti campsite was the landing 
to the Bridge to Nowhere. From the landing there was 
a further 40 minute walk to the Bridge to Nowhere, 
which was built over the Mangapurua stream. 

Day Four
Unfortunately our guide, Alex, had contracted food 
poisoning and had been very unwell throughout the 
night. Because of this, we were quite late to start off, 
at around 9:30. Alex was still very unwell and we had 
to stop regularly for him to rest on the side of the river. 
In the calmer stretches of water we used 

bungee ropes to tie all four canoes together and built a 
raft with Alannah and Alex’s boat in the middle so they 
didn’t have to paddle and he could sleep. 

We also faced three major rapids today - Ngaporo, 
Autapu and Paparoa - and we managed to effectively 
navigate through them without tipping, which I was 
very proud of.

At 2:00 we finally reached the landing, very tired but 
happy to have completed our journey. At Base we 
emptied our barrels, washed them out and thanked 
our guide, who was thankfully was feeling better. Miss 
Belton then drove us back to Ohakune at around 4:00, 
stopping for ice cream in Raetihi before finally travelling 
home to Whanganui.

Although I was glad to be home, our river trip remains 
forever in my memory. From this trip, not only did I 
learn how to work together to paddle a Canadian 
canoe, or how to keep my lunch dry when it is 
pouring with rain, but also about how a river can 
provide strength, spirit and sustenance to all people. 
I feel incredibly privileged to have had the opportunity 
to experience the wonder and beauty of New Zealand 
nature that is really right on my doorstep. 
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Day One:
I woke up on the day of the trip very sleepy, and didn’t 
even know what day it was! We left school at 7am and 
drove 2 hours to Masterton. We arrived at Woodside 
entrance station car park at 11am and got our packs 
out. I found out I had lost my water bottle which was 
really annoying, but luckily Mrs O'Connor leant me her 
spare water bottle. We left soon after and walked up 
a steep hill in a paddock under electric fences. It was 
really hard walking up, but we did it! We stopped 
because the view was amazing and took some really 
nice pictures. We stopped for lunch when we got to 
about 569m, but the track just kept going up and up. 
We walked along a ridgeline and to the top of two 
peaks - one of which was Mt Reeves. It was very 
steep coming down from the summit, so I was relieved 
when we heard the sound of the Tauherenikau River 
near the Tutuwai Hut. When we arrived we had to get 
firewood very quickly as it was getting dark and cold, 
before having dinner and getting a good night’s sleep.

Day Two:
On the second day we woke up at about 6am and left 
the hut near 8am. It was cold to begin with but soon 
got warm while we were walking. Our first point was 
Cone Hut, which was a really old hut. We stopped 
there for snacks and it was really cool. We continued 
walking the track alongside a river, until we got up to 
the Cone saddle which was between two summits. I 

lead the group from there up to 572m where I fell into 
a river! I got a bit wet but we kept walking and met the 
boys’ group, who started from the other direction, at 
the halfway point. After having a snack with them we 
kept walking. We eventually came down the hill, but it 
was very muddy and slippery so we ended up coming 
down very fast. When we got to the Waiohine River, 
we filled up our water bottles. We reached the Totara 
Flats Hut around 4pm after a long walk in the open. My 
toes really hurt, and to top it off, I burnt my pasta!

duke of ed
SILVER TRIP



Day Three:
Today we left just after 8am as it had been raining all 
night and was still raining a bit in the morning. It was 
very wet, but not as cold as I thought. Again, the walk 
got harder as it started getting steeper. We had to 
cross a big bridge which was quite scary as the wind 
was blowing and the rain was hard. It took half an 
hour for us all to cross because it could only take one 
person at a time. The weather was so wet and foggy 
we could hardly see the landscape around us. All my 
clothes got soaked and the walking was very hard. 
We walked down to a lookout where we got a few 
pictures, and then continued walking down until we 
got to the Holdsworth Lodge. I started to get blisters 
at this point, but we managed to finish the walk, all 
ready to go home and get dry. After a quick stop at 
the Masterton Macca’s, we all drove home and had a 
hot shower. I enjoyed the trip, even though we all 
got soaked!

WRITTEN BY LEILA COLLINSON
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The day started extremely early as we met at school 
at 4.30am ready to travel to Palmerston North to catch 
our flight to Christchurch. Once we met John, our bus 
driver, and stocked up on supplies, we headed west. 
It was a packed first day and we ticked off Springfield 
(quick photo by the donut), Lake Lyndon (some 
awesome post glacial features to be sketched here), 
Castle Hill (great evidence of the weathering of 
limestone), Flock Hill station and the river terraces 
evident at Cave Stream (not to mention the film setting 
for the Chronicles of Narnia). Our access to the West 
Coast was via Arthurs Pass and the impressive feat of 
engineering that is the Otira Viaduct. Past Lake 
Brunner until we reached Greymouth for the end of 
a very busy day. Off to Hokitika next to complete a 
tree top walk. Good vertigo prep for those planning 
to Bungy jump later in the week. A chance to get up 
close and personal with the higher reaches of the 
native vegetation. Next stop Ross, famous when the 
gold rush hit in the 1860s. Checked out the old gaol, 

on to Hari Hari and the road to Whataroa. Arrived for 
a précis sketch at the currently retreating Franz Josef 
Glacier. A short but slow going journey to our 
accommodation at Fox. Our morning started with a 
walk round Lake Matheson, famous for THAT reflection 
photo in which Mt Cook and Mt Tasman are mirrored in 
the lake. The Fox glacier provided our next geography 
-laden walk. It is an hour return walk up the U-shaped 
valley to reach the viewpoint of the snout of the 
melting glacier. After all that fresh air and exercise, it 
was back in the bus to Bruce Bay and then Knights 
Point, a stunning piece of coastline which the students 
got to enjoy that little bit more due to the fact there is 
no cell phone coverage. Through the majestic gates 
of Haast and a beautiful drive to see the trees grow at 
Thunder Creek falls and some stone skimming at the 
Blue Pools. Our accommodation in the A frames of 
Makarora was a step back in time.
Puzzling World next before a short stop in scenic 
Wanaka. We had the opportunity to hear a tourism talk 

SOUTH ISLAND
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GEOGRAPHY
in Arrowtown followed by a chance to find our fortune 
panning for gold in the Arrow River, before our evening 
stop in Te Anau. Off to Milford Sound (which is 
actually a fiord - a drowned glacial valley for all you 
geographers out there). Stops at Knobs Flat and the 
Chasm before our cruise. Fantastic views of hanging 
valleys and Mitre Peak, plus a few friendly seals, a 
penguin having a leisurely swim and a chance to 
get up close to the multiple waterfalls. Big drive to 
Queenstown in time for a Ferg burger for Mr Hunter 
and rides at the 12D Vortex or a game of laser tag. 
Another early start to the top of the lake to Lord of 
the Rings territory Glenorchy. Back for a talk at 
Queenstown Resort College, a tertiary institute that 
has seen past, present and future WHS students study 
tourism. Time for a quick skills paper followed by a trip 
up the gondola and a few luge rides down. Free time 
to explore Queenstown and then the Fear Factory for 
those brave enough. We left Queenstown for the 
original Kawarau Bridge Bungy. A 43m bounce for 
those up for the challenge.  The bus, now running on 
adrenaline, climbed over the Lindis Pass to Omarama. 
Fed the salmon and took some breathtaking shots of 
a very blue Lake Pukaki. Our accommodation for the 
last two nights was in Mt Cook village, with picture 
postcard views of the 3,724m peak of Aoraki. A boat 
trip on the Tasman Lake amongst the icebergs of the 
Tasman glacier and a knowledge filled visit to the 
museum. A Masterchef competition for our final meal 
and last night in the South Island. On the last day we 
got on the road to Lake Tekapo for a photo of the 
Church of the Good Shepherd and the collie dog, then 
on to Geraldine. A quick post-earthquake tour and 
a sombre stop at the 185 white chair memorial. The 
Antarctic Centre was a fun winter storm and a bumpy 
Hagglund ride before our flight back to the north.

TRIP

WRITTEN BY MS LANGRISH
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gold coast
GEOGRAPHY

TRIP
On the 1st July 2016, twenty-one students, along with Mr 
Hunter, Miss Belton and Ms Langrish, hopped on a bus 
down to Wellington to catch a quick four-hour plane ride to 
the sunny Gold Coast. 

For many students, this was their first time out of the country 
and they loved the experience. We arrived at the Gold Coast 
and almost immediately began our studying of Gold Coast 
Tourism by attending a large rugby game in Brisbane. The 
Broncos versus the Storm gave the whole group an idea of 
how much money tourists will pay to watch the game and we 
were overwhelmed with the large number of visitors to the 
park,an astonishing 44,519 people.

Over 10 days we pursued many activities such as a short 
trek up Mt Tamborine to see Curtis Falls and also Currumbin 
Wildlife Sanctuary where we got to hold snakes and koalas. 
We had time to relax with a nice trip to the malls for some 
shopping! We went to see many different malls to compare 
the differences, for example the casual Pacific Fair versus 
the fancy Mirage Mall. Throughout our week we did a lot 
of learning without even realising we were learning. As we 
roamed the theme parks of Movieworld and Dreamworld we 
could see how the parks targeted many different types of 
tourists and convinced them to spend a lot of money. Some 
lucky students had the opportunity to meet Delta Goodrem 
as she was signing at Movieworld the day we went, and a 
few even got to experience a ride failure process. Personally 
my favourite experience was Dreamworld where we got to 
enjoy the “Big 9 Thrill Rides” where we conquered our 
rollercoaster fears and managed to complete a 119 metre 
free fall drop ride called “The Big Drop.” 

Another fun activity we got to experience was the ‘Outback 
Spectacular’ show which included horses, dogs and great 
actors. As we sat and watched the show we got served a 
three course meal, and three students plus Miss Belton even 

got to participate in the show as lawn mower racers. 

We went on a cruise and scaled the 322-metre-high ‘Q1’ 
building and visited Ripley’s Believe It or Not museum.One 
evening we went to the night time markets where some 
people even got their palms read! 

As a group we got really close and friendly and had some 
amazing laughs.We even got up at a brisk 6:30 am to watch 
the sunrise together one morning. Three students and Ms 
Langrish were even crazy enough to complete a half 
marathon while we were over there, it was really a 
jam-packed week full of thrills. 

We really enjoyed the trip and got an amazing experience 
out of it. We really want to thank Mr Hunter for all the work 
and preparation he did for our awesome trip. We also want 
to thank all three of the teachers for giving up 10 days to 
supervise us and teach us on this amazing trip, even if we 
did get sick of Mr Hunter changing the radio station every 10 
seconds for 10 days straight! Thanks for providing us with 
this amazing experience that I personally will never forget.

WRITTEN BY ALANNAH DUNN

THROUGHOUT 
OUR WEEK WE 
DID A LOT OF 
LEARNING 
WITHOUT EVEN 
REALISING WE 
WERE LEARNING
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parihaka
YR 13

HISTORY TRIP
The two Year 13 History classes and teachers Ms 
de Schimdt, Mr Collie, and Mr Ireton, set off to South   
Taranaki in order to visit the Parihaka site on the 9th 
and 10th of March. The first day comprised travelling 
along the surf highway, stopping to eat at the Yarrows 
Bakery in Hawera, and looking around the Parihaka site 
which we studied as part of our externals. On the way 
to Parihaka we visited the Patea Museum which gave 
us an insight into the events that led to the invasion 
of Parihaka. Then we drove to the Manaia Redoubt, 
located just out of Hawera. The Redoubt was built to 
protect troops and residents from attack. We got to 
look around the site and some of us even climbed to 
the top. After we got a bite to eat at the bakery, we 
headed down to Opunake beach to have a swim and 
eat our lunch in the sun. 

When we got to Parihaka, at around 3pm, we were 
briefed about the Maori struggles surrounding the 
invasion at Parihaka in 1881 and how it still affects 
them to this day. I found it most interesting how the 
Maori culture was affected then and how they are still 
today, and how their beliefs and customs differ from 
those of Pakeha. We were given a tour of the site, so 
we could see where the British troops invaded, where 
their gardens used to grow, and where important 
figures in Maori culture were buried, such as Te Whiti 
and Tohu who were the leaders of Parihaka and stood 
for peaceful resistance. 

The next day we travelled into the centre of New 
Plymouth to eat our lunch on the boardwalk 
overlooking the crashing waves of the ocean, and then 
headed across the street to wander around the Puke 
Ariki Museum (and do a little bit of shopping on the 
sidel). We also got to visit the Puke Ariki Library where 
they store many useful resources that we could use for 
our essay on Parihaka and learn about Taranaki’s 
heritage further. All round, it was an interesting and 
helpful trip and I enjoyed it a lot. 

WRITTEN BY HYPATIA ORCHARD
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Maatangi Whenua is a regional geography competition 
held for Year 11 Geography students all around 
New Zealand. 

The Manawatu region congregates at Massey 
University in Palmerston North where the Geography 
Institute puts on a quiz that comprises 10 different 
rounds.  Each round requires different geographic 
skills such as map interpretation, play dough 
modelling, general knowledge and much more. The 
students gain a grade out of 20 for each round and 
work their way around each table where they are 
presented with a new challenge. 

We took 3 teams this year and their performance was 
outstanding. After several years of attempting to win 
the competition, the WHS team took the shield home 
with great pride. Our competition included schools 
suchas Palmerston North Boys’, Nga Tawa, Awatapu 
College, Palmerston North Girls’, Freyberg, Feilding 
High and many more. Our winning team was Elena 
Egorov, Leila Collinson and Hamish Beissel. Our other 
two teams were Portia Sharp, Charlotte Wilsher, Storm 
Elkenhans, Maddison Plumridge, Briana Walker 
and Sam Goldsbury. All students represented the 
school and geography department well with their 
exceptional efforts. As well as providing some healthy 
competition between rival schools, the event helps to 
teach our geographers more about the career and 
tertiary opportunities Geography offers

Maatangi Whenua

WRITTEN BY MS BELTON
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anzac
dayOn the 14th of April 2016 the entire student body 

of Whanganui High school gathered on the field 
at 11:00am to commemorate ANZAC Day. The 
sun was shining and the school was silent out of 
respect for the fallen soldiers that fought for our 
country during World War One. 

The service began with our Head Boy, Connor 
Cresswell, reading the Ode of Remembrance, 
followed by the traditional bugle call, Sergeant 
Clyde Dixon playing the Last Post. After a minute 
of silence and Reveille, our Head Girl, Jeanne-
Marie Bonnet, concluded the service with a 
thankful message to the school and to the fallen 
soldiers in spirit. 

The service was incredibly moving due to the 
entire school attending and remaining still, silent 
and outstandingly respectful on this special day. 
ANZAC Day is the only official time of the year 
when our school congregates together, which is 
a tribute to both to our school spirit and the 
specialness of the occasion.

After the service, the school dispersed. The 
sausage sizzle began and Anzac Biscuits (freshly 
baked by the Cultural Prefects) were consumed 
without hesitation by teachers and students.

14 TH APRIL
WRITTEN BY MILLIE MANNING
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valentines
day

On the 12th of February 2016, the Friday before 
Valentine’s day, the WHS Social Prefects organised a 
series of celebrations to commemorate the 
international day of love and romance. 

During the week before, students and teachers alike 
were able to purchase chocolate roses and red velvet 
cupcakes with personalised messages to send to 
friends, boyfriends, girlfriends, or anyone they saw fit. 

Hundreds of roses and cupcakes were bought and 
were then individually packaged and wrapped by the 
social prefects themselves on the Thursday night. On 
the Friday morning, the social and community prefects 
donned wings, tiaras and tutus and personally 
delivered every rose and cupcake to each form class 
and Period One class. These gifts were given and 
received across every year group and every form. This 
was followed by the cultural prefects hosting an Open 
Mic at first break with a strict theme of love songs 
only. The school was serenaded by a series of 
romantic gestures and melodies, both serious and 
silly, and everyone was able to take advantage of 
the Valentine’s themed photo booth set up by the 
cultural prefects. 

The events ran smoothly and luckily the weather held 
up. Everyone had a great time and the proceeds of the 
fundraising allowed the social prefects to add to their 
ball budget to make an even more memorable night for 
the seniors. 

WINGS, 
TIARAS 
AND TUTUS

WRITTEN BY ZARA COLLINSON

x x x x x x 
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VOCATIONAL

STUDIES
The good thing about the Gateway programme is that 
you only come to school three days a week and the 
other two days are spent either attending a course or 
doing work experience. 

I completed a ten week, one day a week course at 
The Warehouse called “Redshirts” which was worth 27 
credits. 

For work experience I go to Masonic Court and help 
out in the office. I really enjoy it because I’ve learnt 
heaps of things.  Because of my experience at 
Masonic Court I intend enrolling in a Business 
Administration course at UCOL next year.

BRITNEY KENNY

My name is Reid Tucker and I do work experience at 
the London St SPCA. 

While I am there I usually play with the dogs and cats, 
clean out the cat and dog kennels and walk the dogs. 
I enjoy working there and would choose it as a sec-
ond career choice, as my passion is in the Hospitality 
Industry. 

For the first two and a half terms I was working at The 
Oaks Restaurant in their kitchen. My hours were 4pm 
till 10pm every Tuesday and Thursday.  

In 2017 I am enrolling in a UCOL Level 3/4 
Hospitality course.

REID TUCKER
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Kiaora, Talofa, Hello. My name is Kelly and I am writing 
this on the behalf of the Gateway students. 
  
In this Gateway programme we go to work once a 
week and we go to a course once a week.  There is a 
variety of jobs that you can choose, from Building and 
Construction, Hairdressing and Cheffing to Automotive 
- whatever interests you.  

On a Tuesday I do Building and Construction with 
one of the best companies - DML Construction in 
Wanganui. There are a lot of courses available as 
well.  There are Red Shirts, U Skills and Ag/Challenge, 
to name just a few.  I’m doing a Building course at U 
Skills at UCOL in Palmerston North.  We are 
undertaking apprenticeship papers at Level 2.
 
Get into Gateway if you have the chance.  The 
teachers always help you out and never leave you to 
do it on your own if you are stuck.  You will have the 
best time in Gateway. Good luck.  

KELLY HOULTHAM
Hello, my name is Tyrone and I am in Vocational 
Studies in Level 2. 

For my work placement once a week on Tuesday I go 
to a building site. I think that building is a good trade 
to do. 

The best thing I like about Vocational Pathways is that 
you get days out of school to do the job you want to 
do in your future. 

Building is good because you can work with your 
hands and you learn heaps in building. 

I am currently working for Tamakehu Builders where I 
have secured a Building Apprenticeship. If I wasn’t on 
this programme I would not have got this apprentice-
ship.

TYRONE HOULTHAM
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MOVIE
night

10TH MARCH

WRITTEN BY ISABELLA HENDERSON

On a cloudy evening, the 10th of March, a group 
of staff, students and friends gathered outside the 
Whare. It was to be the debut of Whanganui High 
School movie night, run by the Cultural Prefects. 
Smiley faces greeted us at the gates before we 
entered into a relaxed scene of music by Te Paerata, 
and a sizzling barbeque. 

Threatening rain and blustery wind almost caused a 
dash for cover but bin bags and tape came to our 
rescue. The weather wasn’t to dampen our mood, 
with blankets and picnics to keep us going and Marty 
McFly and the DeLorean kept us well entertained. This 
classic movie was a great choice for all. It was a 
fundraiser for a teacher going through a difficult time, 
and a very effective one, raising over $824!!  

This was an awesome effort from all the students and 
staff involved. The sense of school spirit was high 
that night and it was great getting together for such a 
casual movie viewing session. 

I have no doubt that we will see repeats of this event 
in the coming years. 
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This year in early January my 1 year old son 
Jethro was diagnosed with leukaemia and 
admitted to Starship Hospital for 6 months 
intensive chemotherapy treatment.  It was a 
hard decision, but we decided to relocate to 
Auckland to keep Jethro’s older brother Micah, 
mum and myself together during this time.  It 
was heart-warming to see the movie night put on 
by the exceptional Cultural Prefects at Whanganui 
High to raise money for us while in Auckland. 
 
It was a very humbling experience to be on the 
receiving end of your charity, you are a credit to 
the school and fantastic members of our society.  
It has been a harrowing experience for us and 
this, and other acts of kindness from the wider 
school community, has smoothed the road 
ahead.  I am happy to announce that Jethro 
has completed his treatment and is now in 
remission.  It is great to be back at Whanganui 
High and enjoying LIFE in our learning community.

Sincerely,

Phil Chiet and Family

Chiet & Family
THANK
YOU
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BALL
On Saturday the 30th of July 2016, Whanganui High 
School’s year 13 students and their dates were invited 
to attend this year’s senior formal function “Putting on 
the Ritz”. Our ball committee, which was made up of 
our Social Prefect team, put in long hours to produce 
this year’s senior ball. 

Our guests arrived on the night and were welcomed 
into the Racecourse’s Eulogy Lounge. After an intense 
15 and a half hours set up, the Eulogy lounge had 
been transformed and on the night, our guests were 
taken back in time to the 1920s. 

We had the band ‘The Noodles’ travel from Wellington 
to play for us on the night, and to top the night off, we 
had our very own Te Paerata Tichbon sing us a song 
which we were more than excited about. We were 
lucky enough to work with Sindy Hooper from LSTJ 
Photography & Design who captured the night’s antics 
alongside one of Whanganui High School’s students, 
Bernie Be. 
The night concluded with the awards ceremony where 
various awards and prizes were given to guests. Our 
first award of the evening for the best dressed was 
given to Joseph Perez and Jessica Watkin; the cutest 
couple award was given to Jorja Hacket and Jake 
Hooper. Our Life of the Party award was awarded to 
those who set the scene for the night Hollie Brast-
ing and Jonathan van den Brink were deservedly 
winners. This year, we chose to include the student 
choice award yet again; taken out by our Deputy Head 
Girl, Poipoia Te Taonga Poa, and our Head of Social, 
Isiah Hamlin. Our Prince and Princess of the Ball are 
awarded to year 12 students. Our Prince of the Ball 

was awarded to Nusr Ghamri and our Princess of the 
Ball to Charlotte Taylor. To finish the award ceremony, 
our King and Queen of the Ball were crowned. King of 
the Ball was taken out by limbo King and social prefect, 
Sam Taylor, and social prefect, Bailee Baxter, was 
crowned Queen of the Ball. Massive congratulations to 
all our award winners from the evening.

THE
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We would like to thank the Social Prefect team for all 
their dedication and commitment to producing this 
successful ball. It certainly paid off on the night and we 
cannot thank you all enough. Also, an incredible thank 
you to everyone else who contributed and helped with 
producing the 2016 formal function. The night was 
such a success and although the ball ended before 
midnight, the enjoyment continued on long after. We 
have received a lot of positive feedback from many 
people. To say the least, the night was lit. Bang bang.

WRITTEN BY RYLEE DUDLEY & ISIAH HAMLIN
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relay for

life
In 1985, one man walked for 24 hours around a track 
in honour of those who had fought cancer. In 1986, 
19 teams participated, each donating money to aid 
those unfortunate enough to have experienced the 
horrific trauma of cancer. In 2015 more than 4 million 
people embraced the spirit of this global movement, 
across more than 25 countries! This year, the event 
ran from 12pm Saturday to 12pm Sunday on the 5-6th 
of March. Within the 24 hours we took part in 
informative seminars on health and safety, and dealing 
with cancer. In addition, there was live music, 
volleyball and football tournaments, a movie 
marathon, free breakfast (I was down for that!) as 
well as a candlelight ceremony to remember loved 
ones closest to us.

For the first time, Whanganui High School was 
represented by many of the prefect teams at Cooks 
Gardens, with each individual making a gallant effort 
to raise money and embrace the spirit of the relay by 
honouring the cancer survivors present on the track. 
With teams dressed up as Greek Gods, fairies, 
Hawaiians and more, the atmosphere was fun and 
energetic- until 3am in the morning when we 
realised we weren’t going to be sleeping!

This event was an amazing team experience that 
created many laughs, many tears, and tonnes of great 
memories. The candlelight ceremony was a sombre 
moment of the night, but with support for each other 
we turned the sad moment into a time to cherish our 
loved ones, which demonstrates the incredible effect 
events such as this have on our families, our friends, 
and our community. 

A highlight of this event was Deven Baum, who walked 
12 hours non-stop, and barefooted! As a result, we 
won the trophy for best spirit towards the relay.

Hopefully, this event can be carried on and grown by 
our school next year and in the years to come, as the 
effect it has on the community as well as ourselves is 
phenomenal.

WRITTEN BY REGAN DAVEY

5-6TH MARCH
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cultural
festival
Whanganui High School international students were 
organized by their prefects to perform a concert at 
the school hall on the 18th of June, giving their all 
to a packed house. It was a fabulous evening for the 
students and the audience.

The food was served in the side room of the hall from 
6:00pm before the show. Every country group involved 
provided the early attendants with various cuisines, for 
example, delicious sweets from Brazil, mouth-watering 
dumplings and peanut crisps from China, fluffy egg 
tarts and waffles from Hong Kong, tasty flans from 
Vietnam, savoury rice balls from Japan, crusty pretzels 
from Germany, and flavourful fried rice from Thailand.

Compered by the Heads of international, the 
concert began at 7:00pm sharp with a spirited 
dance presented by WHS Pasifika group, which 
showed a unique dimension of New Zealand culture. 
It was then followed by the “Chinese Fan Dance.” 
Accompanied by a moving ballad, the Chinese girls 
danced, with the smooth violet light flowing along the 
long fans held in their hands. Their costumes 
matching their fans were in traditional style, a rousing 
the audience’s interest in Chinese culture. The girls 
floated around the stage, in tune with the rhythm. 
Their graceful movements made the dance dreamy. 
How appealing that was!

The highlight of the show was the Aschenputtel 
performed by the German students. The drama told 
the classic story of Cinderella in an amusing way. 
The students dressed up and wore funny make-up 
to highlight the traits of the roles they played. It was 
comical to hear the boys talking in feminine 
high-pitched voices. Their performance exceeded 
the audience’s expectations and drew a big round of 
applause, especially from the children. 

The programme rolled along swiftly whilst each country 
show cased their national culture in the first half of the 

WRITTEN BY HELEN SHEN

INTERNATIONAL
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show. There was an interval for the audience to 
grab some food. The second half started, 
containing marvellous individual performances. 
A memorable part was a rap song called Hopeful, 
the lyrics of which were about peer abuse in school. 
It started with two singers sitting in front of their desks, 
but one of them was beaten up by some other boys. 
Then the boy got up from the ground and in a few 
seconds, bright and explosive sound echoed through 
the whole hall. The singing was really passionate with 
the singers’ strong emotions in their voices. Also, it 
was a great reflection of the theme of the song, which 
resulted in getting me to think about the effect 
bullying behaviour has on children. Everyone seemed 
to be riveted by it, and the crowd erupted into cheers 
when the item was over. 

I enjoyed the dances which included urban dancing 
by two boys, a modern dance presented by a group 
of Chinese students and a ballroom dance which was 
pleasant to watch. What’s more, the performances 

of the singers and piano players were all amazing as 
well. It is worth mentioning that the control of light and 
sound was a masterpiece as the lighting effects made 
the show spectacular. 

As in past years, the finale was a song by all the 
international students called “Waving flag.” It was 
exciting, inspiring the audience to clap along with the 
beat of the song. Eventually, the show finished with 
a warm applause from the audience and the curtain 
drawing together slowly. 

THEIR PERFORMANCE EXCEEDED 

THE AUDIENCE’S EXPECTATIONS AND 

DREW A BIG ROUND OF APPLAUSE, 

ESPECIALLY FROM THE CHILDREN
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WHAT IS DELF? The DELF (Diplôme d’Études en 
Langue Française) exam consists of four levels, A1, 
A2, B1 and B2. Passing the B2 exam provides the 
student with a certificate that allows them to study at 
any French University (not just in France but in any of 
the 36 countries where French is an official language) 
without having to sit a proficiency test first. It is clear 
then that this exam is a very important, prestigious 
and well-recognised qualification the world over. DELF 
consists of 4 assessment parts, Listening 
Comprehension, Reading Comprehension, Written 
Production and Oral Production, and unlike NCEA all 
answers must be written in French. 

In early September 2016, six local linguists from WHS 
travelled to the thriving metropolis of Palmerston North 
to sit their respective DELF exams, run through the 
local branch of Alliance Française. Across the country, 
hundreds of students had spent their afternoons 
studying not only for their school mock exams, but 
also for this internationally recognised certificate of 
language proficiency, in one of the most beautiful 
languages used on our planet. 

2016 marked the second year that the local Alliance 
Française had provided Palmerston and the region the 
opportunity to sit this exam, and WHS participation 
had more than doubled from 2015. This year WHS 
sent a delegation consisting of Josephine Verhaaren 
(A2), George Iliffe (A2), Jadzia Morris (B1), Brenna 
Hadley (B2), Connor Cresswell (B2) and Jeanne-Marie 
Bonnet (B2). Josephine, George, Brenna and Connor 
joined the veterans Jadzia and Jeanne-Marie this year, 
and performed exceedingly well. Year 11 students 
Josephine and George completed A2 (from the CIEP 
curriculum level), which is the equivalent of NCEA L2/
L3. These students did exceedingly well, and should 
be pleased with the results for their first international 
exam of this type. The same can be said for the rest of 
these students, who all passed with flying colours.17 
students sat the DELF Scolaire exams run by the 
Alliance Française Palmerston North, and the region’s 
top scholar belonged to none other than the Home of 
Champions; Jeanne-Marie Bonnet. 

Furthermore, the oral component of the DELF exams 
also counted towards the Regional Concours Oral for 
the Manawatu. This is a French speaking competition 
for Y12 and Y13 students. Both regional winners came 
from our hallowed halls this year, Brenna Hadley in the 
Y12 competition and Jeanne-Marie Bonnet in the Y13. 
These students further competed in the national 
Concours Oral, competing for 2 free weeks in the 

DELF
DIPLÔME D’ÉTUDES EN 
LANGUE FRANÇAISE

tropical paradise of New Caledonia. These are two 
very talented students, so watch this space for the 
national results!

At WHS, we recognise the importance of not only the 
French language, but language learning of all sorts. 
Our Language Department is the largest and most 
diverse in Wanganui, and our results prove it. 
A second language is a door to the world, and being 
a bilingual person, trilingual person or even a polyglot 
is an unparalleled advantage in any field. French is 
the most taught second language in NZ schools, due 
to its beauty, complexity and overlap in vocabulary 
with English. 

For me personally, learning French has been a dream. 
The French language is synonymous with romance, 
love and adventure, and I would encourage anyone to 
learn it. Learning French is not only a key to France, 
but to many close Pacific neighbours and dozens of 
countries in Central and Northern Africa. The French 
language is also a vehicle for French culture and 
understanding many philosophies not just about the 
world around us, but our very selves. 

Félicitations aux étudiants qui participèrent, et je 
souhaite que vous continuerez avec le français. La 
langue française vous aidera dans l’avenir.
Rappelez-vous, « Les limites de ma langue sont les 
limites de mon monde » - Ludwig Wittgenstein. 

RAPPELEZ-VOUS, « 
LES LIMITES DE MA 
LANGUE SONT LES 
LIMITES DE MON 
MONDE » - LUDWIG 
WITTGENSTEIN.

«

“the limits of my langauge 
are the limits of my world”
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Learning Mandarin Chinese is one of the absolute best 
investments you can make. As New Zealand and China 
become strongly connected, more and more New Zea-
landers are working or starting job hunting in China. 
Therefore, as a student, it would be a smart idea to 
start learning a bit about the language and culture of 
China. At Whanganui High School, we teach Chinese 
language and culture to all years’ students. 

The Whanganui High School Confucius Classroom 
runs culture activities during the Chinese 
Language Week. 

China has a huge non-English-speaking population. 
So, learning Chinese can help you to communicate 
with more than a billion PEOPLE in Chinese. Imagine, 
you might have millions of friends on line at the 
same time. 

CHINESE

THERE IS ALWAYS A FUN WAY 
OF LEARNING CHINESE
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WHAT MADE YOU CHOOSE NEW ZEALAND 
FOR YOUR EXCHANGE?
I’ve actually always been really fond of Australia since 
as long as I can remember. But New Zealand kind of 
falls in the back of people’s minds, they really don’t 
know much about it other than that’s where The Hobbit 
was filmed. I was really interested in its culture, the 
Maori people, and how similar yet dissimilar it is from 
the US and its culture and history.

HOW DID YOU GO ABOUT ORGANISING 
THIS EXCHANGE?
I’ve been thinking about it since I was about 14, but 
it’s always been a bit over my head, until one day I just 
sort of said “Mom, I think I want to do an exchange.” 
We looked up how to do an exchange and a lot of 
different organisations popped up. We looked through 
them and filtered them out based on price, location, 
their support and everything in between. I found an 
organisation called YFU (Youth for Understanding) and 
I applied. I had to go through an interviewing process 
with a representative, and they accepted me. I paid for 
it, and now I’m here. They’ve been really supportive, 
and that’s basically how I got here. 

exchange
student GUILLERMO PIÑON IS A YEAR 

13 EXCHANGE STUDENT FROM 
ARIZONA, USA, ON A 5 MONTH 
EXCHANGE TO NEW ZEALAND 
WITH WANGANUI AS HIS 
HOME BASE.

WHAT WERE YOUR FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
OF NEW ZEALAND AND WANGANUI HIGH 
SCHOOL?
It is so green. There is grass everywhere. I’m from 
Arizona, which is a desert, so it’s just dirt and cactus 
and succulents. Here, there’s grass absolutely 
everywhere, so I was pretty dumbfounded by that. In 
terms of High School, it was a little bit intimidating with 
the whole uniform thing. I thought it was going to be 
much more formal, but now that I’m here I realise it’s 
much more relaxed and much more of a friendly 
environment than I initially expected. 

WHAT ARE THE BIGGEST DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN YOUR SCHOOL IN THE USA AND 
WHS?
I feel like in the States, each class (so here it’s year 
13, at my school I’m the class of 2017) is a lot more 
cohesive. By that I mean everybody sort of seeps into 
different friend groups and cliques, and it just seems 
like it’s a little more ‘cliquey’ here. That’s not 
necessarily a bad thing, but I feel like everyone stays 
within their respective groups. Another difference is 
definitely the athletics. Athletics play a huge role in 
every person’s social life in the United States, and I 
feel like it’s just sort of an embedded American ideal. 
You also have the influence of college athletics, 
because you can get your school paid for if you’re 
good enough at your sport. In my school your social 
life is influenced a whole lot more by what sport you 
play and what activities you take part in because of the 
people you’re surrounding yourself with. 

WHAT HAS BEEN THE BEST PART OF 
YOUR EXPERIENCE SO FAR?
I’ve gotten to travel quite a bit. My host brother and 
sister play hockey, and so they’ve been playing 
tournaments all over the North Island. Just being able 
to go out and see more places and these different 
areas... even the drives, they’ve been fantastic.

DO YOU SEE YOURSELF COMING BACK TO 
NEW ZEALAND AFTER THIS TRIP? WHY?
Absolutely. I’m only here for 5 months, and I don’t think 
that’s long enough to see any place. I’ve really fallen 
in love with New Zealand as far as I’ve come, which is 
only 3 months. The people here, especially, I’ve met a 
lot of cool people that I’d definitely like to come back 
and visit.

WHAT IS ONE THING YOU WOULD SAY TO 
SOMEONE CONSIDERING DOING AN EX-
CHANGE LIKE YOURS?
Go for it. Absolutely go for it. Sometimes opportunities 
come up, once in a lifetime opportunities, and 
you definitely should take them because it will prove 
to be one of the best experiences you will ever have 
and it will sit in your memory as some of the best 
times you’ve ever had.
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argentina
TRIP

Our one short month in Argentina was a whirlwind of 
hectic activity. But of course, only the best kind.

Four other Wanganui High school students, (Josh 
McDermott, Kate Malcolm, Joseph Redpath 
and Tom Adkins) and I in 2016, with the guidance of 
Ms Wilkie, the former Head of Spanish at Wanganui 
High School, happened to find the Argentina 
Pestalozzi Student Exchange. In doing so, we 
inadvertently stumbled into one of the greatest 
experiences of our lives.

It began with five Argentinian strangers walking into 
Whanganui Airport, and one month later five great 
friends walking out. It had been an exhilarating month, 
a true blue kiwi summer and the Argentinians had been 
hooked. Now it was our turn, and the three weeks in 
between were the longest wait of our lives.

The most significant part of our exchange was how 
integrated we were able to be, because we were 
dropped right within the lives of the people who make 
Argentina. There was no room in the spectator stands 
or on the side-lines. We were right in the middle of 
the match. In the heart of the country, Buenos Aires. 
Engrossed in the language, the culture and the people. 
We couldn’t help but be swept up in their passion 
for the ‘beautiful game’ of soccer; an uproar of forty 
thousand voices rang out; a battle cry of sorts as their 
army of soccer players went out to fight. We were 
swept up in their passion for food, and 
bewildered as to how a nation could feel so fiercely 
about grilled beef, their infamous ‘asado’. We were 
swept up in their lifestyle; and the saying proved itself 

true, that Buenos Aires never sleeps. At times we 
felt as if neither did we. We’d eat dinner at ten each 
night and on weekends go out at ungodly hours of the 
morning; we’d leave home one morning only to return 
home at six the next day.

The people were beautiful, welcoming and fiercely 
of the mind that they were second to none, and that 
might possibly be true (but perhaps only to be 
outdone by New Zealanders). The greatest part of the 
exchange was the bonds we created; between 
ourselves and our exchange partners, and the friends 
we’d made. To leave Argentina was heart wrenching, 
but we left with something irreplaceable; a new home 
and an appreciation of a culture we’d never suspected 
we could grow to love so much.

WRITTEN BY NYASHA CHILESHE



stage 
CHALLENGE

This year started with a very strong theme.  We knew 
we wanted to commit to a strong message and deliver 
a performance that would show the tragedy behind 
Pike River Mine. 

This year we worked down to the wire?  We took 8 
weeks in total to put together our winning Stage 
Challenge and again it was a huge success.

The stage challenge process brings together 120 
of our students and we have a wonderful time.  The 
hours of rehearsal all come together for one 8min 
performance, where we perform like we have never 
performed before.

Our day started at 6.30am when we piled into 3 buses 
to take the largest competing team to the Palmerston 
North Regionals.  As we waited patiently to get in, Ms 
Todd snuck in to secure the WHS spot that we had for 
the last 12 plus years.
The teams started chanting and dancing, and we 
watched the schools practise.  It was our turn to get 
on the stage and wow the other schools with our 
strong performance.  The set looked incredible and the 
last minute changes were made to ensure that we had 
the winning piece.

2016 ‘29 BELOW’

WINNER
2016 NATIONAL AWARD

WRITTEN BY MRS CAMPBELL
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Mrs Campbell pulled out her smooth moves on the 
stage and drew us out of the hat to perform 4th. The 
process of getting ready took place and, before we 
knew it, we were back stage with a stomach full of 
nerves and the desire to win!!

The performance was done and the comments from 
the judges were strong.  They loved us.  Now we had 
to wait...
Four students stood on the stage and the rest of us 
watched the dressing room TV with anticipation and 
nerves.  They called 3rd...not us, 2nd...not us.  First 
place went to Whanganui High School.  The screams 
from the dressing room could be heard throughout the 
Regent and possibly the main street.  Another fabu-
lous year, capped off with a wonderful mention in the 
Tearaway Magazine. 

“A standout, truly emotive theme this year was 
Whanganui High School’s 29 Below, which was based 
around the 29 Pike River miners who went to work and 
never returned home. Whanganui subsequently and 
deservedly won 1st Place in Palmerston North’s Open 
Division, and went on to win 1st place nationally. 

Design judge, Damian Thorne added to this, saying, 
“Whanganui gave a strong, clever viewpoint on a very 

WHANGANUI HAD 
AN EXTREMELY 
THOUGHTFUL AND 
POWERFUL PERSPECTIVE 
ON THIS STORY – IT BLEW 
ME AWAY!
WHAT A RECEPTION!

serious subject. The Pike River families would be 
so proud.”
 
Production judge, Del Costello, was equally as 
impressed, declaring, “Whanganui had an extremely 
thoughtful and powerful perspective on this story – it 
blew me away! What a reception!”
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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S
DREAM

JUNIOR PRODUCTION

In the last weeks of term four in 2015, the notices 
advertised for any interested, talented juniors to 
audition for the 2016 junior production of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. A workshop night was held 
for the students who were interested in auditioning 
for the production. On this night we gained a deeper 
understanding of Shakespearean drama and language. 
Students interested in participating in the production 
were inspired further by Shakespeare’s way with word. 
Following this were the long anticipated auditions. 
There was a great turnout of young, budding 
thespians, who each had their own unique talents, be 
they acting, dancing, singing and stealing the 
spotlight. Once the play was locked in, we entered 
one of our strongest scenes in the Regional 
Shakespeare competition at Whanganui Girls’
College where we managed to take home best 
speaker and the Gatshack prize for Best Music! It was 
an enjoyable day and we were able to build our 
confidence for show night a couple of weeks’ later.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a Shakespearian 
comedy about 4 lovers who are destined to fall in love 
with  the wrong person. Lysander (Taonga Potaka-
Osborne Whanarere) who is secretly in love with 
Hermia (Abigail Martin) is shunned, when the royal 

family decides Demetrius (Konrad Shaw) is a better 
suit for her. While this is happening Helena (Emelye 
Brown) is falling in love with Demetrius. The whole mix 
is a mess, until Puck (Ali Gammeter) decides it’s time 
for a change. Secretly, while the lovers aren’t looking, 
he decides he will place a magic potion into the lovers’ 
eyes which will reverse their love to the right people. 
Unfortunately, this goes wrong, when the potions are 
dropped into the wrong lovers’ eyes. While this mix up 
is being dealt with, the Mechanicals rehearse their play 
ready for the royal wedding which will soon take place. 
Titania, queen of the fairies (Elyana Gifford) along with 
Oberon, king of the fairies (Kai Bennett) lead the 
magical, mystical fairy world. Titania and the 
Mechanicals are also caught up in a potion mix-up, 
and Titania accidently falls in love with a donkey! The 
fairies sit and watch as the drama unfolds. They dance 
and sing sweet lullabies, to a modern mix of Taylor 
Swift. By the end, everyone is matched with the right 
lover and the kingdom once again is happy. 

The production, which was spread across three nights 
and held in the Whanganui High School hall, was a 
huge success. The talented students performed the 
comedy so well that it left the audience crying in 
hysterics. The three nights were well enjoyed by both 

GIVE ME YOUR 
HANDS, IF WE 
BE FRIENDS
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the cast and audience, not to mention the great effort 
and work the directors, Ms. Mala and Mr. Hedivan, 
had put in. We cant thank them enough for all their 
time invested in the show. The stage set was amazing! 
There was a large tree centred at the back of the stage 
and other small shrubs hanging down from the wings 
- one of the best Junior production sets I have ever 
seen! This set wouldn’t have been possible without Mr 
Sullenberger. The costumes were a hit, thanks to Mrs. 
Hardcastle who worked tirelessly on the beautiful, 
glittery, fairy wings and the rest of the show’s 
costumes which really brought the production to life! 
The live music performed by a fantastic band led by 
Mr Holt, made the night! Backstage, lighting, hair, 
makeup, and the props crew were also deeply involved 
in the making of the show and we wouldn’t have had 
such a lively show without their effort. Overall a big 
thank you to Mr Holt, Mr Sullenberger, Mrs 
Hardcaslte, Miss Mala and Mr Hedivan for their huge 
efforts to make the play what it was and more! Another 
huge thank you to Alannah Dunn and Grace Selby who 
were stage managers, and their crew of seniors who 
helped us out so much!  The production was a great 
experience to be involved in. It brought the cast and 
crew closer together and by the last few weeks it felt 
like we were all one big family. 
I’m sure all cast and crew will miss the production!

WRITTEN BY EMELYE BROWN 10HS
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Creative  Writing
Hunger is an old friend holding my stomach in a 
suffocating embrace. The taste of it lies on my tongue, 
in the back of my mouth, it lines my teeth and plagues 
my mind. Mama promises food everyday, sometimes it 
seems the heavens open over our small African 
village and our bellies are filled just past empty but 
those days are few and far between. I know I’m small 
and thin, but Mama says my heart is large and my 
spirit is strong and that’s all that matters. She looks 
at me with her dark eyes, I see all the hardship in the 
world in those eyes but Mama never complains. She 
scrubs my dusty feet with her homemade brush and 
pats my head telling me things will be better, the sun 
will come out and we will be happy. I don’t think Mama 
believes that. But I believe it for us both.

The water isn’t so cloudy today. It was the white man, 
the white man who came to the village. He played 
with my brothers and took the hearts of my sisters, 
before he returned with more white men, and white 
women too. They dug for long hours, until the sun 
began to set and and the shades of the white man’s 
skin changed with the pinks in the sky. They whooped 
and yelped, like the little ones when they play their 
games, their excitement drew the whole village. That 
white man found the water, he pulled the water from 
the ground and gave it to our village. No more long 
walks and aches and pains and blistering heat on my 
heaving shoulders. That white man was a good man. 
Sometimes, I look into the water he gave us, and I 
wish I saw a white boy. Maybe that white man has a 
son, a boy just like me, but that boy has no troubles. 
No empty stomach. No dry throat. No sleepless nights 
listening to his Mama cry for God’s mercy, no fears 
that God’s mercy may never come at all. That white 
boy would have the whole world. Thoughts of that 
white boy stay in my head as I lay down on the rough 
mat to sleep. His bed would be softer than mine. His 
soul would be lighter too. Mama looks worried, she 
gazes out of the hut, her body so still and her breath 
so quiet you’d think  she could hear the whispers of 
the night. But Mama often worries, and even the 
addition of her prayers tonight cannot stop the droop 
of my eyelids as I fall from consciousness.

“OUT! GET OUT!” My deep sleep is broken by a deep 
voice, a man’s voice. There’s a dark figure in the hut. 
Fear washes over me and I try to run but sleep clings 
to my limbs, my movements are sluggish and slow. 
The man laughs.
“You have far to go boy. Get up. Get out.” I follow his 
orders because I don’t know what else to do. He drags 
my mother behind him, I want to scream and and yell 
at him to let her walk but the rifle that 
shadows his left shoulder tightens my throat and 
keeps me walking forwards.
“Now boy. You do as I say. You belong to me now, 
you hear? You are mine.” I don’t understand his words. 
He pulls a smaller gun from his belt and it glares at 

me, I’m shaking, my Mama is sobbing, I don’t 
understand. 
“She has to go. Boy, you hear me? You do as I say. 
You are not hers anymore. She must go. Do it or you 
both go.” He shoves the gun in my hands and cocks 
his rifle. My vision is red. I can hear screams and 
shots, what is going on? Why are they here, who are 
they, what do they want?
“DO IT BOY!” He shoves the rifle against my head. I 
tremble, the gun slips in my hand, my Mama’s eyes 
bore into my soul, I cannot hurt her. I cannot bear a 
world without her. There’s a dull thud as the gun lands 
on the hard, cracked ground. I choke back a sob but it 
comes out a low pitched whine.
“You are weak. You stupid boy. I cannot use you.” He 
kicks me to the ground and cocks his rifle once more, 
but not at me, at Mama. Oh god, please, I scream but 
his finger wraps around the trigger, Mama stays still, 
her lips move and I can see the word love but it’s all 
too fast and her eyes are closing and - 

BANG

The shot rings in my ears. I can’t look. I can’t look at 
my Mama flat against the ground, nothing but a shell 
the night whispers through, not to. The man is 
kicking me again, it hurts but nothing hurts worse than 
the pain inside, the ripping and tearing, the searing 
heat in my chest. Mama said the sun will come out but 
she was the sun, she was my sun. The days will only 
ever be dark now but why? What does this man want, I 
don’t understand, I don’t 
understand, I don’t under -

BANG.

WRITTEN BY ZARA COLLINSON
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vex ROBOTICs
Whanganui High School now has a Vex Robotics 
Club which is competing in the Central Robotics 
competition roughly every 4 weeks during term time, 
mostly in the Rangitikei and Manawatu. The club is 
split into 2 teams, Y9 students compete in the VEX IQ 
competition which gives them the opportunity to 
compete in collaborative challenges using a simpler 
plastic construction kit (similar to meccano or lego) 
as they aim towards competing in the Regional and 
National ‘Scrimmages’ in December. They have been 
doing very well in regular scrimmages throughout the 
year and their aim is to try and finish near the top and 
try to qualify for the World Championships next April in 
the USA. Our team last year narrowly missed out on a 
place in their first year so...
……
Our senior team is in a development stage in the 
VEX EDR competition, using a more complex steel/
aluminium construction kit and is competing in regional 
scrimmages, but will be honing their skills before 
competing fully for a place in the 2017 Nationals and 
hopefully a place in the NZ group going to the World 
Champs. They are currently mentoring the Junior team 
and beginning to write letters to see if companies in 
Whanganui are keen to support a magnificent STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 
programme, as to be competitive they will need to 
raise $2000-$3000 a year!

WRITTEN BY GRANT COLLIE 
TEACHER IN CHARGE
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For Whanganui High School, debating has grown 
significantly over the past decade and we have 
become regionally and nationally renowned as a 
force to be reckoned with. In 2016, the trend 
certainly continued, with both junior and senior 
students showing strong potential and providing 
continued successes. 

In the senior school, we sent three teams to the 
Central North Island Russell McVeagh Debating 
Championships this year and left with the trophy, 
once again emerging victorious. It was a fiercely 
contested weekend with all teams debating 
motions ranging from the popularity of reality 
television in New Zealand to the memorialisation of 
soldiers. Our A team (Gabrielle Penn, Alister Hughes 
and Jackie Hazelhurst) were knocked out by our B 
team (Jeanne-Marie Bonnet, Connor Cresswell and 
Jack Southee) in the semi-finals and went on to win 
the competition in a debate against Collegiate in the 
final. This was not our only success however, with 
Gabrielle Penn being awarded the Best Speaker of 
the tournament, and Gabrielle, Jeanne-Marie and 
Alister selected as the members of the Central North 
Island Debating Team (becoming the second year in 
a row that an all WHS team is selected). 

At the Russell McVeagh National Championships in 
Wellington, these three WHS students unfortunately 
experienced an incredibly tough draw. We faced the 
top four teams (Wellington Gold, Wellington Black, 
Canterbury and Auckland White) in four out of seven 
preliminary rounds, meaning, with three wins, we 

just missed out on breaking into the semis. Over the 
course of the weekend, we debated motions such as 
“This house believes that Britain is better off outside 
the European Union” and “This house believes that 
international communities should pay developing 
communities not to extract natural resources”. 
We came away from the tournament with not only 
amazing memories and experience, but also huge 
success, with Gabrielle Penn being selected as a 
Reserve for the New Zealand Debating Team travelling 
to Germany and Jeanne-Marie Bonnet being selected 
as a Highly Commended Speaker. 

Whilst the junior regional competition is still being 
fiercely debated (if you’ll excuse the pun), our two 
entered teams (one year nine and one year ten) are 
showing great skill and potential, both having won two 
debates and lost one. They have been debating teams 
such as Fielding High School and Wanganui Girls’ 
College on motions such as “This house believes that 
Facebook builds communities.”

Debating has been a sport whose every aspect I have 
thoroughly enjoyed, and it has taught me crucial values 
such as teamwork, commitment and hard work. It 
has also allowed me constant opportunities to further 
challenge myself both academically and as a person. 
Through debating, I have had the opportunity 
to represent New Zealand at the World Schools 
Debating Championships in Singapore in 2015 and I 
would wholeheartedly recommend it as an excellent 
extra-curricular activity to anyone considering joining. 

debating
WRITTEN BY GABRIELLE PENN
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Our Aotea regional Manu Korero competition was 
held in the Whanganui region this year at the War 
Memorial Hall on Friday the 24th of June, hosted by 
the Whanganui cluster of Māori teachers, Te Kaahui 
Kaiako Māori. We were privileged to have 4 
speakers stand in each section this year. 

For Senior Māori Pei Te Hurinui Jones we had: 
Carson Mareikura whose topic was “E koro e kui, 
māku koe e tiaki I tō koroheketanga.” For 
Senior English Korimako we had Raumati 
McDonnell whose topic was “Time waits for no 
one.” For Junior Māori Te Rāwhiti Ihaka we had 
Tamara Waitokia whose topic was “Te kakano I 
ruia mai i Rangiatea manaakitia”.And finally for 
Junior English Sir Turi Carroll we had Chloe Tonga-
Harrison whose topic was “Future focused, 
ancestrally driven”.

The day started with our haka powhiri to welcome 
on our Taranaki schools and whanau. After a short 
break, the programme of the day began with 
impromptu speeches which our seniors were 
relieved to get out of the way. This was the first 
year we had done this for the Aotea regional 
competition, since this is the new protocol followed 
at the National competition. 

Both of our senior speakers did well in their 
impromptu speeches. This was Carson’s first 
performance in Manu Korero and he performed 
extremely well in this section. Raumati returned for 
a second time in Manu Korero and although she did 
not place she gave a flawless speech and had us 
believing she should have received a placing. 

Our junior speakers both stood for the first time 
and did very well for the pressure they were 
under. They learnt a lot as part of the process, 
which will give them a head start next year should 
they choose to stand and compete again. Their 
whanau attended in support and were very happy to 
see their brave girls come outof their shell. 

We had the support of Whaea Lynaire, the Kapa 
Haka roopu and our lovely Māori Prefects and 
Heads to do our waiata tautoko which we were 
very grateful for. What we got out of the day was 
a whole lot of learning. As a department, we are 
so proud of all four speakers who bravely took the 
stage that day. They did their whānau, hapu and iwi 
proud, which is all we can ask of them. Although 
no placings were achieved, I want to acknowledge 
just how hard it is to stand on stage in front of an 
audience to present your own authentic ideas
about the topic you select. 

I would like to acknowledge Matariki Cribb who 
gave up her time to come in and support our junior 
Māori speakers as she has for over 2 years now, 
and also Katrina Taura and Manson Hiri for 
supporting our seniors. We appreciate the whānau 
support we receive for our students. Special 
mention to our Raumati whowill be graduating at 
the end of this year. Thank you for the model 
example you have set for your juniors and your 
support of the Māori department in general. Without 
you, all this wouldn’t have been possible and you 
have represented your school with so much pride. 
We are proud of you all. 

Nga mihi nui,

Nā te Tari Māori…

Aotea Manu Korero
REGIONAL COMPETITION 2016   
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rock 
quest
As the sun goes down and night falls, Whanganui 
High School’s musicians come out to mesmerise 
the masses, and this is exactly what they did at the 
regional Smokefree RockQuest finals at the Whanganui 
Royal Opera House on the 11th of May.

A massive range of music rocked the stage that night 
which gave students a taste of the feelings you get 
from live performance and a small insight into the New 
Zealand music industry. 

RockQuest is split into two categories; the solo/duo 
category and the band category. Whanganui High 
School achieved highly in both divisions. Unluckily, we 
didn’t take out first or second in the solo/duo 
category which went to Nga Tawa Diocesan School 
and Whanganui City College, but the best song of the 
night went to Jack Southee and Kaleb Lama-Love. 
Also we had Cookies and Cream (Shaila Hawkins and 
Abigail Dohare) who weren’t too ‘shabby’ (Shaila + 
Abby) and we had Rhema Tui who flew in completely 
solo. We took out third place in the band division with 
‘Super Ensemble’ who described themselves as a 
typical boy band comprising JackMccoubrie (vocals), 
Ethan Mancer (Bass), Lane Madams (Guitar), Ben Fan-
tham (Keyboard) and Brody Casey (Drums). Second 
place went to ‘Fusion Five’ who smashed the crowd 
with their surf rock sound with front man Sam Dixon, 
Bayley Blythe (Bass), Darren Te-Riaki Osborne (Guitar), 
Jordan Coveny (Guitar) and Sam Austin (Drums). They 
also won the Dominate Style Award and Bayley won 
the Mainz Musicianship Award. Our first place (two-
piece) band ‘Why Vibrations’ killed it on stage with 
their psychedelic vibes with their front man Te Paerata 
Tichbon (Guitar and vocals) and Michael 
Petersen (Drums). 

REGIONAL SMOKEFREE   

The top two bands sent a 15 minute video to the RQ 
headquarters for the next round, to make it into the top 
20 bands in New Zealand. Why Vibrations made it to 
the top 20. 

A huge congratulations to all who performed, you have 
done the school proud. We look forward to what 
the future holds for these talented musicians 
and what art they may produce that 
your ears will encounter 
in the future. 



69/SCHOOL RECORD 2016



70/SCHOOL RECORD 2016

chamber 
music

After the success of Stage Challenge 2016, the 
Performing Arts department had a two week 
turnaround to shift their focus to more of The 
Classical Modes in preparation for Wanganui’s 
annual Chamber Music competition. Luckily, the 
majority of those competing had spent the previous 
five months feverishly rehearsing, smoothing out any 
of The Ruffs there might have been. This meant that 
any Seriously Brass sounding pieces had by this time 
become fully Synthesized and gorgeous sounding 
melodies, ready to take on the rest of the district on 
the 10th of June.  

The Chamber Music competition is a brilliant way for 
classically trained musicians to show the general 
public exactly what they’re made of, so that come rain 
or storm or The Tempest Trio the performance will 
always be up to high WHS standards. In 2016, we 
really raised the bar, especially Ben Power who 
performed a piece that he had also composed. Ben 
really is one to watch on the music scene, and we’re 
sure that we’ll See ya B’Soon performing and 
composing as a professional. The new kids on the 
block also performed exceedingly well, aside from 

some quiet introductions that needed either 
interpreters or The Lip Reeders. Take 2 groups (the 
veterans) added to the great yet soggy winter’s day 
at the Collegiate Auditorium, as WHS took home 
various awards throughout the day, including 
Turneresque Trio being eventually selected to 
compete at the next competition. It seems like the 
recipe for success is hours of practice, 3-4 talented 
musicians and then finally Just Add Water and 
allow to sit for three sessions. Nevertheless, it seems 
as though musicians are rarely as organised as they 
seem, as we appeared to be Forever Rushin’ (with 
the help of Ingrid Culliford, the District Organiser) until 
moments before performing. 

Despite all the blood, sweat, tears and rigorous 
rehearsing that went on behind the scenes at the WCS 
drama department, this competition as ever allowed 
us all to become great friends and support each other 
through our performances. Guinness Me! It truly was a 
great way for me to finish my musical career at WHS. 

WRITTEN BY JEANNE-MARIE BONNET

COMPETITION   
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Following successes at the District Regional Chamber 
Music Contest, Shaila-Anne (as part of 
Turneresque Trio) was selected to advance to the 
North Island Central Regional Contest, performing 
three songs composed by William Alwyn. 

Turnersque Trio was a three-piece ensemble 
consisting of a super soprano (Shaila-Anne), a 
perfect pianist (WCS Jonny Matthews) and a 
fantastic flautist (WCS Angela Wu). 

Weeks of gruelling rehearsals followed their initial 
success at the Wanganui contest (convincingly 
sweeping the competition aside) to prepare them for 
the intense classical competition that was to come. 
This second stage of the Chamber Music Contest 
series comprised the best classically trained 
ensembles from across the Central North Island, 
including students from schools as far flung as 

NZ chamber 
music

Wellington and Napier, where the competition 
was held. 

In upholding WHS values and our reputation as the 
Home of Champions, Turneresque Trio performed 
flawlessly, gaining a bronze medal.

Congratulations to our talented vocalist, a pivotal part 
of this group that led them to victory; Shaila-Anne 
Hawkins. She will be sorely missed in the Performing 
Arts department in the years to come, but has set an 
example for our up-and-coming performers that will 
continue into 2017 and beyond.

A brilliant finish to a memorable Chamber Music 
season, well done to all our competitors at every level 
of this contest.

CHAMBER MUSIC BRONZE MEDALIST – Shaila-Anne Hawkins
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On the 6th of September the WHS sports prefects 
organised a fundraiser colour run. This idea was 
brought up in prefect meetings where we learned 
of Amelia Bennet, a family friend of Wanganui High 
School students and a happy, sporty 8-year-old girl 
whose health unexpectedly declined in August last 
year. After many trips to the hospital, on February 
18th she was diagnosed with stage 4 high-risk 
neuroblastoma, a rare childhood cancer. We decided 
that Wanganui High School should play a role in 
aiding the Bennet family in these difficult times and 
thus began organisation for our first ever colour run. 
It didn’t take long for a few local businesses to jump 
in on the idea and offer sponsorship, along with Sport 
Wanganui supplying equipment and their time. By the 
time the day came around, we had a full course of 
obstacles such as water slides, hay bales, tyres, nets, 
walls and cargo covers for students to run through, 
all while being squirted with an assortment of colours 
from the sport prefects, Amelia and her family. We 
also had music going and free sausages to create an 
enjoyable experience for Amelia, her family and colour 
run participants. At the end of the day, we had over 
$700 to give to the Bennet family, and there were 
smiles all around.

WRITTEN BY JACK PILET

COLOUR 
RUN
FUNDRAISER
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talent 

Following the incredible success of the 
inaugural Talent Quest in 2015, the 2016 
Cultural Prefect group (led by none other 
than Grace Jones and Te Paerata Tichbon) 
once again dug deep into the depths of 
talent here at WHS, uncovering the best and 
bringing them to an audience for one night 
only. Not only did they search out the very 
best, but some of the very best came right 
to them, signing up weeks in advance to be 
part of this great performance evening. Acts 
ranged from talented trios, brilliant bassoons 
and even some super singers. 

Our judges comprised a select few 
members of staff with diverse knowledge 
of these fields, in order to ensure that the 
amazing performances were duly 
appreciated and rewarded. Through plenty 
of tough deliberation, the three judges 
came to the conclusion that the stand-out 
acts were Te Paerata Tichbon (not only an 
outstanding host, but a venerable vocalist) 
and the marvellous Millie Manning (a mind-
blowing gymnast). 

This evening was a great opportunity for all 
the participants to show off their talents in 
front of an audience, which requires a lot 
of practice and plenty of guts. Performers 
proved themselves to be very brave, 
showing what they could do not just to their 
peers but to members of the community.

The Talent Quest was an incredible night, 
and the entire Cultural team would like to 
give our heartfelt congratulations to every 
single person who performed. It was an 
excellent learning curve for new performers, 
and an unparalleled opportunity to learn the 
tips and tricks of veteran performers. 
Congratulations to all the performers who 
have proven that WHS will continue in its 
legacy of being the Home of Champions 
not just in conventional scholarly activities, 
but in the Arts as well. And a final thank you 
to those who allowed this evening to take 
place. There was an incredible amount of 
behind-the-scenes work that went into this 
successful night, such as the advertising 
and the technical aspects of a school event. 
A sincere thank you to Bee Kirk and 
Chrystal Darbyshire as our technical angels. 
Without their hard work the evening would 
never have been executed to this 
professional standard. 

quest
2016   
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VISUAL aRTS 
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photography 
Another frantic year in the Photography department is 
coming to an end.

In Year 12, our focus is on teaching the fundamentals 
of the camera and the photographic conventions 
involved in making a successful photograph. Next step 
is creating a body of work that explores and 
develops the theme over two folio boards. For Year 
13, it is refining these skills of theme development 
and regenerating ideas over three folio boards. There 
is always a whole lot of blood, sweat and (sometimes) 
tears throughout this process and our students go 
through a steep learning curve about time 
management whilst pushing the boundaries of 
Photography.

It always astounds me how much talent we have at 
this school and I only hope that, if our Photography 
students do not go on to a creative career, that they 
will continue to explore their creativity in some form, in 
the years to come.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Isabella 
Henderson, Bernie Be and Chrystal Darbyshire for their 
commitment to Photography over the past two years. 
They could all be relied on to be there, often at late 
notice, and document formal and informal functions, 
as a record of the occasion, for our school 
community. It is not always an easy task for students 
who are still learning and cementing the foundations 
of Photography, but they all rose to the challenge in a
 professional manner and the outcomes demonstrate 
this too.

Lastly, we are sadly saying farewell to my right hand 
lady, Diana Pottinger. 

She joined us 10 years ago, fresh faced (a face that 
still often leaves our Year 9 runners stumbling to find 
her amongst her class!). Fresh faced, yet wide-eyed 

and keen to involve herself wholly in the life of our 
school. And that’s exactly what she did. She got 100% 
involved in ensuring the education of her students 
was purposeful and meaningful. Her commitment to 
her students meant she frequently spent her breaks 
and countless hours after school or during holidays, to 
make sure her students had every opportunity to reach 
their potential.

SHE HAS AN INNATE ABILITY TO 

BUILD SUCCESSFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

WITH PEOPLE FROM ALL WALKS OF 

LIFE. HER STUDENTS HAVE BEEN 

VERY VOCAL ABOUT THE FACT THAT 

THEY APPRECIATE HER AND WILL 

MISS HER. SO WILL I.

She leaves us today still fresh faced, with wider eyes, 
more experiences and a wealth of knowledge that, I 
know for certain, she will take with her and nurture in 
her Art teaching role with Whanganui Girls’ College. 
It’s an opportune career move in the sense that it is 
time for her to be secure in the knowledge she will 
be teaching a subject she is passionate about and 
she can now steer her own waka. Whanganui Girls’ 
College will soon see they have made the best 
decision in appointing Diana, you will see the visual 
art department there, without doubt, grow and thrive 
with her leadership.

All the best, Diana, it’s your time to shine!

WRITTEN BY CATHERINE SLEYER
TEACHER IN CHARGE OF PHOTOGRAPHY
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QUIZ 
NIGHT Well let me tell you a story. A story of the greatest 

damn quiz night on record. T’was the great days of 
sleepy term one, the days where nothing gets done. 
But behold the academic team did come forth and say 
“come one, come all, people of all ages, to the quiz 
night, there is no more splendid time to be had!” And 
come they did. From far and wide, from A block to 
L. The very young and very old all drawn by the ripe 
scent of competition. After much anticipation the night 
was upon us.

Teams to the left. Teams to the right. Teams as far as 
the nearly blind eye can see. A craze for the 
outstanding was afoot and, my friends, the costumes 
that night did not disappoint. A hippie with a fro that 
could hide the viet cong, the team that couldn’t be 
found (Where’s Waldo), the heinous ‘collegiate kids’ 
and, the greatest of them all, a pimp straight outta 
Snoop Dogg’s wildest dreams with his band of girls. 
All of this mob overseen by the most laxed out, maxed 
out band of fairies you’ve ever seen. 

So quality was this quiz night that there was even an 
attempt at catering made by the ‘cough’ academic, 
geography department. But, jokes aside, the spread 
was vicious making a mad one-dollar profit! With a full 
half of that going to yours truly to help create this tip 
top piece of publishing.

A hush fell over the crowd as MC METHMI! dropped 
in followed by the BAINY JOSIAH! to get the party 
well and truly started. So it began, the quiz that was a 
grade above the rest. 

There was gossip, there was language, there was 
science, geography, general knowledge, SPORTS, it 

WRITTEN BY HARRY LILLINGTON
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WHAT A NIGHT IT WAS, 
WHAT A NIGHT INDEED

went on and on. Mrs Spooner even got in on the act. 
But that’s not all minigames were rampant. The whole 
audience on their feet goin’ harder than a mosh at 
Homegrown. The points built and the tension grew. 
Until. Hot damn, we had a winner. The team carried by 
the Asians (actual name). Then out of nowhere who 
should come to present the prizes but that sly dog 
Isiah Hamlin Head of the Ball planners and a one 
Connor ‘0-5 Real Quick’ Cresswell. Chocolate and 
watermelons, the two sides to the prize coin, were 
dished out to the delight of the winners and despair 
of the losers. 
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FOOD TEchnology 
FROM OMELETTES TO AUCKLAND

mushrooms omelette while Olivia came first with 
her sweet omelette filled with raspberries, french 
sorrel and ricotta. We took the overall team trophy 
at this competition.

A few weeks later we headed to Taranaki. After a very 
early start, loading up the car and heading off, looking 
smart in our school blazers, we arrived and set up our 
static flan entries for judging and then waited a few 
nervous hours for our live cook - off to begin. We went 
in shaking but soon settled in and set to work. Our 
first problem arose when we couldn’t attach the pasta 
machine to the bench and two judges helped out by 
attaching it to a large chopping block and weighing it 
down while Charlotte made the pasta. It was a great 
way to get to know the judges. Things proceeded 
smoothly although we were close to not getting it 
plated in time. 
We presented our four entrees of ravioli stuffed with 
bacon, silverbeet and blue vein cheese, covered 
in a creamy parmesan sauce and topped with pine 
nuts, sorrel and a lotus cherry tomato. Our main was 
chicken supreme stuffed with rhubarb, raspberries 
and lemon and crumbed with sorrel and breadcrumbs, 
served on a potato rosti with fresh seasonal vegetable, 

CHARLOTTE TAYLOR AND OLIVIA CAIRD

It all started as ‘Hey, we should enter a cooking 
competition’. Little did we know how much work we 
would have to put in! We started looking at an NZ 
Chefs regional competition in Taranaki. We entered 
two divisions, one being a static display of a fruit tart 
and the other being a live kitchen cook off taking 90 
minutes, cooking four entrees and four main dishes. 
The rules meant that the entree had to star silverbeet 
and the main had to consist of a chicken supreme 
with bone in, skin on, served with potatoes and two 
other New Zealand vegetables. We thought ‘How 
hard could it be?’. With Mrs Hardcastle on our side 
and our mentor Chef Dean Wong, we started looking 
at different flavours together and seeing what 
worked well. 

It was not long after that Mrs Hardcastle knew it would 
be harder than we thought and Dean agreed, and 
so they entered us in a local omelette competition 
at UCOL. We had 20 minutes to make two identical 
omelettes. We were now beginning to understand the 
time pressure that we would be under; both of our 
omelettes were served late, as were many of the other 
competitors’. Ultimately, Charlotte received a third 
place with her blue cheese, bacon, pear and 

THIS IS GOING TO BE 
A CULINARY JOURNEY
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cauliflower puree and raspberry rhubarb sauce. 

For our flans Olivia received a silver and Charlotte 
received a gold. We were surprised and pleased to 
discover we had won a silver medal and a place in the 
national cooking competition to be held in Auckland a 
month later.

We spent every spare afternoon cooking and preparing 
for the Auckland trip. Finally, the day came and we set 
off on our adventure, having to take all our own 
ingredients and everything except the kitchen sink - for 
that we had to take a bucket! Our nerves were 
running high as we arrived at WITT, put on our chef 
whites and set up our station. We worked like a 
well-oiled machine for the first half but the wheels fell 
off a little with our pasta machine playing up again. 
Lucky for us, the judges were happy to help again. We 
were a minute late presenting our dishes which lost us 
some marks. After all the heat in the kitchen, we were 
proud to receive a bronze medal for our efforts.

This being Whanganui High School’s first national 
cooking competition, it has been a massive learning 
curve but has fuelled the fire and we are going to have 
another crack at it next year.
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TE ATAWHAI
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On Wednesday, 2nd of March, Whanganui High 
School held their annual athletics day for the Year 9 
and 10 students. Students gathered at Cook’s 
Gardens at 9am ready to start the day. Each form 
class sat in the stands ready to get going. The stands 
were buzzing with classes sitting under their class 
flags, which they had created to represent their form 
class. Everyone made sure that they were protected 
with sunscreen as the day was perfect! The sun was 
shining down on the students’ happy faces. To get 
Athletics Day working, a couple of form classes would 
combine and move around the facility doing sports to 
earn points for their form class. 

The day was divided into two sessions. In the 
morning, the year nines were involved in their track 
events and the year tens did the field events. The 
track events were 100m, 200m, 400m, 800m and 
1500m. Everyone was keen to have a go as points 
were awarded for participation. Students encouraged 
their friends to have a go and try something new so 
that maximum points could be awarded. Teachers 
even joined in on the fun and there were some 
outstanding performances. The field events included 
discus, javelin, high jump, long jump and a kiwiana 
gumboot throw.  

junior
athleticS

WRITTEN BY ABIGAIL MARTIN AND EMELYE BROWN



89/SCHOOL RECORD 2016

As the day went along, students left, right and centre 
showed off their sport skills. Although it was a fun day, 
there was also a chance for the more athletic students 
to be selected for Interschool Athletics and shine on 
the sports field. But not only were the athletic students 
keen to get involved, other students gave it their all 
and took opportunities that they wouldn’t normally 
have taken.

The day concluded with an intense form class relay. 
Each form class cheered from the stands for their 
team. The stadium was booming. 

Overall, everyone participated with lots of effort and 
enjoyed the day. Sport prefects need to be recognised 
for their effort and organisation, which contributed to a 
very successful day. 
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On March 17th, we took a strong 40-man squad to 
Cambridge to compete on Lake Karapiro for North 
Island Secondary Schools. We successfully concluded 
our regatta on the 20th of March after a weekend 
packed full of racing. Our squad made 5 B grade finals 
and 6 A grade finals, coming away with 3 medals at 
the North Island level. This included Nathan Luff’s 
bronze medal in the Boys U18 1X, Ally Bennett’s silver 
medal in the Girls U17 1X along with our North Island 
title brought to us by the Boys U18 Lightweight double 
made up of Matthew Wright and Nathan Luff. From 
NISS, we also brought away promising results for our 
younger crews such as our Girls U15 8X+ and our 
Boys U15 4X+.

Our squad was narrowed down to 14 crew members 
- 2 coxswains and 12 rowers. Two weeks after NISS, 
this squad of 14 was accompanied by parent help to 
Twizel on the 2nd of April for Maadi Cup - New 
Zealand Secondary Schools. Racing commenced on 

ROWING
Monday the 4th with our squad taking to the water 
in crews ranging from singles to quads. The week 
brought many challenges for our team, from sickness 
to rough and cold weather. But despite this, come 
finals day on Friday, our small 14-man team had 
accumulated 7 B grade finals and 6 A grade finals. 
Young 15 year old, Levi Carroll found himself finishing 
6th overall in NZ in the Boys U16 1X. The Boys U18 
4X+, being one of the most cut throat events at the 
regatta, found our crew of Matthew Wright, Nathan 
Luff, Guy Thomson, Ben Tijsen-Cox and coxswain 
Rylee Dudley finishing 5th overall in NZ. Nathan Luff 
put up a fight in the Boys U18 1X to defend his NISS 
bronze medal. But he came back again to join Matthew 
Wright in the dynamic lightweight duo and the boys 
triumphed the 8-lane race to win the title, 3 seconds 
ahead of 2nd place. 

The 2016 rowing season demanded a lot of blood, 
sweat and tears, determination, hard work and 
courage. Our captains and crew would like to thank 
everyone who helped us to achieve what we did 
this year. 

RYLEE DUDLEY

WHANGANUI HIGH SCHOOL SAW 
A SUCCESSFUL ROWING 
SEASON DURING THE EARLY 
MONTHS OF 2016, LED BY 
ROWING CAPTAINS RYLEE 
DUDLEY AND HARRY LILLINGTON
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I have been doing gymnastics for 10 years now, starting when 
I was 7. I fell in love right from the moment I bounced on the 
tramp and walked along the 10cm width beam. I love how 
gymnastics allows your body to float in the air upside down 
from the force of a tramp or spring floor. It’s truly remarkable, 
how free you feel when this happens, it’s like you’re literally 
flying. I got the privilege to represent New Zealand at two 
international competitions. In 2014, I travelled to Singapore, 
and in January this year, I travelled to Hawaii. The experience 
was phenomenal, increasing my confidence and performance 
level significantly. Earning a gold on the floor exercise and 
silver on the vault really resulted from my hard work, as I was 
training 17 hours leading up to the trips and still do today. 

I competed at the New Zealand Gymsports Championships 
in late September, facing talented gymnasts from across 
both New Zealand and Australia. After two days of fierce 
competition, I was awarded 4 medals. Coming second in 
the all-round competition out of all New Zealand athletes, 
I’ve become one of the few Wanganui gymnasts to medal at 
the National Championships. I also achieved silver on floor, 
and bronze on vault out of the New Zealand gymnasts. In the 
Trans-Tasman competition (Australian gymnasts included), I 
placed third on floor.

Gymnastics is such an incredible sport that benefits you 
in various ways. Your flexibility, strength and equilibrium 
increase the most, in my opinion. But also, your mental and 
social skills are incredibly enhanced. Gymnastics can even 
prevent numerous diseases like diabetes, cancer or heart 
disease! It is absolutely never too late to start gymnastics and 

not doubt you will notice a positive change in yourself.

MILLIE MANNING
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gymnastics
Gymnastics at the Wanganui Boys & Girls Gym Club 
has evolved over recent years to accommodate any 
skill level and age. Many students at Whanganui High 
School have ventured through its double doors, and 
learnt basic skills and strength that are relevant to a 
variety of sports. Therefore, Gymnastics is an 
exceptional base from which to excel in any sport. 
Whether it’s flipping on a trampoline, competing at a 
regional/national level, or coaching the next 
generation to be successful, gymnastics has, and 
always will continue to be a passion for many of us.

Among the competitive branch of the gym club, 
several WHS students have excelled in competitions 
nationwide. Jonathan Maples is an avid member of the 
Competitive Programme, and stands out as an 
exceptional talent and asset to the club. Bringing in 
a total medal haul of 16 for the year, Jonathan has 
medalled amongst some of the best gymnasts in New 
Zealand for his level. A highlight of Jonathan’s year 
was winning 3 gold medals and 1 silver medal on the 
High Bar, which is also the apparatus Jonathan won 
silver on at last year’s New Zealand Gymsports 
Championships. Jesse De Vincentis also forms a part 
of our senior Competitive squad. Despite being more 
interested in the social side of the sport, Jesse still 
earned himself a bronze medal on High Bar at the 
Wellington Opens, competing against other gymnasts 
from all over the country.

Timara Wallace and Katja Mohka, both Year 9 
students, have excelled this year once again, as they 
progress through their Gymnastics careers. Timara 
was awarded 1st on Vault, 1st on Beam, 3rd on Un-
even Bars, and 3rd overall at the Whanganui Opens 
earlier this year, a nationally sanctioned event. Katja 
was a part of the Whanganui Team that placed first in 
her respective level, and at the same competition. 

The gym club also offers recreational classes, where 
gymnasts can train and learn, while not having to 
represent the club in competitions. Having coached 
several of these classes, it is fair to say many students 
at our school have serious talent, and it has been a 
privilege to work alongside and help these gymnasts 
throughout the year. 

Finally, several senior students selflessly give up many 
hours of their time to coach younger gymnasts, and to 
ensure the club maintains its dignified status. Without 
them, the club would not be able to provide nearly as 
much opportunity for younger gymnasts as it currently 
does. Hopefully, gymnastics will continue to provide a 
healthy lifestyle and have a positive influence on many 
generations to come in Whanganui.

REGAN DAVEY
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KAYAKING 
In late February this year, 14 Whanganui High School 
students travelled up to Lake Karapiro to compete in 
the New Zealand Canoe Sprint Champs. These 
students had been training hard and were rewarded 
with many making ‘A’ finals and some were lucky 
enough to take home medals. Racing was across 200, 
500, 1000, and 5000 metres in the age groups of 
under 14, under 16, and under 18. 

Our youngest competitors, the under 14 girls, Anna 
Clifton, Jessica Thompson, Katie Foster, and Sophie 
Brooke gained bronze medals in both the 200 and 500 
metre K4 races. Then Katie and Sophie were able to 
pair up for the K2 races achieving second placings in 
both the 200 and 500 metres. Sophie was having an 
outstanding regatta, being able to also gain a bronze 
medal in her K1 500 metre race. All kayakers can 
agree that placing in individual races is a tough feat so 
well done Sophie!!

Next up, the under 18 girls crew of Abby Hurley, 
Louise Clifton, Nanea Schurhammer and Sapere 
Simon managed to place third in their 200 metres K4 
final, narrowly missing out on a second bronze in the 
500 metre event, being less than a second behind the 
other team’s boat. 

Our under 16 boys team of Cameron Russell, Liam 
Lace, Lucas Thompson, and Jack Clifton gained a 
silver medal in their 500 metre K4 race. Jack and 
Lucas paired up to also achieve a third placing in the 
K2 200 metre final, which involved two Whanganui 
boats, Liam Lace and Jack Brown racing well but 
unable to place. 

KAKAYING NATIONALS 2016 / LAKE KARAPIRO
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It was an extremely fun and successful weekend for all 
those involved in the regatta. Everyone had great team 
spirit, supporting fellow athletes and always pushing 
each other further. Well done to all the kayakers for a 
great event, you did Whanganui proud! 

The under 18 men’s category had extremely tough 
competitors which meant racing for Campbell Tanner 
and Ethan Ross was challenging. However both did 
very well especially considering it was their first year 
competing in this age group.   

Whanganui also did very well in the two mixed team 
events, placing second in the club relay and gaining 
both second and third placings for the mixed K4 race 
which many WHS students were involved in. 

EVERYONE HAD 
GREAT TEAM SPIRIT, 
SUPPORTING FELLOW 
ATHLETES AND 
ALWAYS PUSHING 
EACH OTHER 
FURTHER
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The young Phillips Electrical WHS senior A1 team this 
year had a very successful season. The team travelled 
over every Saturday to compete in the Palmerston 
North competition, where we placed 4th. Head coach 
Lisa Murphy made this decision last season, so that 
the team would compete against more physical and 
tougher secondary school teams in preparation for 
tournament week. The team also competed in the 
premier grade on a Monday night in Whanganui. They 
had one loss to Kaierau in the round robin and faced 
the premier club in the final as well. Unfortunately, the 
team was unable to pull away with the win. It was a 
nail-biting game which had the crowd on the edge of 
their seats with double extra time. The team then 
competed at the lower North Island secondary 
schools tournament week and placed 7th overall. 
It is physically and mentally challenging and the 
competitiveness of all teams is tough. A high calibre 
of players competes in this tournament - NZ 
secondary school players and NZ U19 representatives 
among them. Three of our players were also named 
in the A grade tournament team; Ruhia Tamati 
(co-captain), Kahurangi Sturmey (co-captain) and 
Montel Aki. 

The Junior A1 team was also very successful this year 
placing 4th in the premier secondary school grade 
played on a Saturday. This is a huge achievement 
as the girls were facing senior A1 secondary school 
teams from Whanganui. They also had the opportunity 
to compete in the junior Western tournament. 
Collaboration between players from the junior A1 team 
and senior A2 team came together to compete in the 
Lower North Island secondary schools tournament as 
an invitational team. This was a cool opportunity and 
experience for the girls. A special mention to teams 
10D, 9C and senior B1 who won their grades. 

Netball 
STUDENTS WHO 
REPRESENTED 
WANGANUI THIS YEAR:

U15 White
Mikayla Heki 
Teagan Tapa 
Cori Herewini
Kara Adrole
 
U15 Blue 
Imogen Flower
Rebecca Tamati
Keilani Tyrell 
Montel Vaiao Aki 
Kaewa Potaka 
Kristin Thompson

U17
Niamh Flower 
Francie Walford 
Kerwyn Morgan 
Kahurangi Sturmey
Britney Rourangi

 U19
 Ruhia Tamati
 Diana Taha Williams Cribb

Netball at WHS is a great way to socialise with your 
friends, be active, and get the opportunity to com-
pete competitively as well. Netball at Wanganui High 
school has been a special part of my journey here as 
a student and I encourage everyone to participate and 
get involved!

WRITTEN BY RUHIA TAMATI
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VOLLEYBALL
Both the girls’ and boys’ volleyball teams this year 
were pushed to their limits throughout the season 
resulting in a capability and passion for the sport 
that we didn’t think were possible. From three hour 
trainings every Saturday morning at 7am to training 
on Monday nights and games on Wednesday nights, 
we had to constantly remind ourselves that “The pain 
you feel today will be the strength you feel tomorrow”. 
This proved to be the case for both teams when it 
was finally time to attend the New Zealand Secondary 
School Volleyball Championships from the 26th to 
the 31st of March. 

The girl’s team had also competed in the 
Championships in 2015, with many of the same 
girls returning. However, this was the first time in 
over a decade that any volleyball boys’ team from 
Whanganui High School had attended nationals 
(interestingly, the most recent team that attended 
was the girls ‘coaches team - Shaun Tyson-Tahana 
and Martin Waldegrave). For both teams, certain 
games proved frustrating and did not provide us with 
the outcome we were hoping for. The girls won five 
games and had four narrow losses to teams that 

provided us with fierce challenges, such as St 
Catherine’s College from Wellington, and we ended up 
7th in our division. The boys experienced a tough draw 
and ended 11th in their division, but were not too hard 
on themselves as they recognised that it was their first 
year attending and many of the team were still in the 
junior school. Overall, both teams thoroughly enjoyed 
the week-long tournament and the opportunity to grow 
not only as volleyball players but also friends, learning 
crucial attributes such as team work, companionship 
and support. 

In the junior school, volleyball is growing significantly, 
as we had numerous male and female teams 
competing in the junior competition on Wednesday 
afternoons. This gives both hope and optimism that 
the future of volleyball in WHS will continue to grow 
from strength to strength and younger students will 
get the opportunity to attend Nationals in the same 
way we were. Best of luck to the teams that attend 
Nationals next year, it is an incredible experience and 
proved to be one of my favourite times of the year.

Written by Gabrielle Penn
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BADMINTON 
2016 has been a great year for our school badminton 
teams. We currently have four boys’ teams and two 
girls’ teams. The teams are entered in the Whanganui 
Secondary Schools league and play each Friday
evening with players from different schools around 
Whanganui. Our badminton teams were also involved 
in numerous sports exchanges and competitions. 

We competed well in exchanges with Hutt Valley High 
School and New Plymouth Girls’ High School and we 
were proud of the standard we played at. This year, 
we have both a boys’ and a girls’ team going on to 
compete in the National Secondary School 
competition in Hamilton. For some of our Year 13 

WRITTEN BY KAIMOOK MANOPIYA-ANAN

players such as Ben Gill, Michael Lai and Tracy Lo, 
this will be one of their last chances to play 
badminton for Whanganui High School. Luckily, we 
have a lot of great potential coming through some of 
the newer players in our badminton teams. Keep the 
spirit and make the school proud!
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EQUESTRIAN
WHANGANUI HIGH SCHOOL

At Whanganui High school the equestrian team is 
made up of riders from every year group, with the 
first team being made up of the senior riders Adelaide 
Hodges, Rebecca Benge, Grace Wright, Clare 
Cvitanovich and Bailee Baxter. On March 23rd we set 
off to the Nga Tawa interschool event. Competing in 
this event for the last 4 years, we had a rough idea of 
what to expect. However, our expectations were 
overturned when we learnt that the competition had 
been opened up to intermediate schools as well as 
secondary schools, and instead of the usual 30 
people we were up against 70-80 riders. With three 
categories - 80cm, 95cm and 110cm -  we had riders 
competing in each group. It was a tough ride, as we 
took on the cross country course as well as two show 
jumping rounds and the freezing cold wet weather 
made the ground extremely slippery for our horses. Up 
against strong competitors we didn’t place as well as 
we had hoped, but one of the riders Adelaide Hodges 
and her horse Rusty Nuts ‘n’ Bolts pulled off an 
impressive win in the 95cm speed round and a 7th 
place in the derby (cross country/show jumping).

Just two weeks later we again set off but this time to 

Masterton. We camped overnight keeping our horses 
in the provided yards. Our parents slept in the horse 
truck while the 4 riders, (Bailee, Adelaide, Grace and 
Rebecca) were kicked out into a tent. After a hard 
day of competing up against 50 or so riders we were 
unsuccessful in making the top 10 but had some 
riders come extremely close.

Our last event of the year was the Wanganui 
interschool which was held down by the race course. 
This event was run by the RDA and the heights of 
the fences were smaller so that the younger students 
could join in. The first class was the presentation class 
where four riders were chosen to be judged on the 
cleanliness of their horse and gear. Whanganui High 
School placed 3rd with the riders in the class, Bailee, 
Adelaide, Tyler and Rebecca putting in hours of work 
the day before to make everything clean. We then 
proceeded to compete in four disciplines, mounted 
games, show jumping, show hunter and flat 
classes. After all the competitions, the results were 
added up and Whanganui High School came out 
on top.  



100/SCHOOL RECORD 2016

SWIMMING 

WRITTEN BY RAOUL SARUP

years her hard work and commitment has meant 
that she’s been a force to be reckoned with on 
a national level. She holds the school record for 
50m butterfly and at the recent North Island 
Secondary Schools Competition, Elena got an 
overall 3rd in the 50m butterfly, and 2nd in the 
100m butterfly. In such a small town like 
Whanganui, it is incredible to see how Elena 
consistently reaches the podium in the races 
she competes in. In the last few years her 
reputation for being a top 10 finisher has grown, 
so much so that she has been handpicked to be 
a part of the Wellington High Performance Squad 
which is one of the most prestigious swimming 
squads in New Zealand. For the last 5 years 
Elena has brought an abundance of success 
and commitment to Wanganui High School, and 
although 2016 will be her last year swimming for 
the school, there is no doubt we will hear her 
name again soon.

Well done to all of the swimmers this year, you’ve 
done our school proud and we can look forward 
to similar results in 2017!

For most of us, going to sleep at 9pm and 
waking up at 5am sounds very far-fetched, 
especially if the sole reason was to drive to the 
Splash Centre to stare at a black line, or a 
ceiling, which surprisingly gets a little old after 
the 22nd lap. Unbelievably, this is the life of most 
of our High School swimmers, who not only put 
in hours before school, but just as many hours 
afterschool, perfecting each and every stroke. 
Knowing all this, it’s no surprise that Whanganui 
High School excels in swimming competitions, 
which feature some of the best swimmers in the 
country. Swimming is one of the most popular, 
and competitive sports in New Zealand with 
hundreds of boys and girls choosing to 
participate in the sport from a young age. In 2016 
WHS had 4 national qualifiers, 8 swimmers who 
qualified for the North Island competition and 7 
who qualified for the NZ Secondary School 
Competition. If you compare the number of 
people who qualify for these competitions to the 
amount of swimmers there are in New Zealand, it 
becomes very clear that the standard of 
qualification is unbelievably high, yet our 
swimmers have no problems qualifying and 
finishing with strong results. 

Sarya Lower, who is only a Year 10 student, has 
shown that in the coming years she has a lot to 
offer the High School team, beating the 100m 
freestyle record and the 50m freestyle record 
with time to spare. This year in the North Island 
competition, Sarya finished on the podium three 
times, along with a 5th place in the 100m 
butterfly. Amelia Cronin-Townsend also got 10th 
in the 14 and under 200m individual medley, 
contributing to her rapid improvement since the 
start of the year. Niamh Hogan gained a 7th 
place in the 200m backstroke, as well as 
multiple top ten finishes, whilst Alex Forlong 
finished 8th in the 15 and over 200m individual 
medley. Sarya, Niamh, Alex and Elena Forlong 
managed to a 5th place medley relay result, out 
of 13 other teams. This only briefly sums up the 
success which WHS has been able to claim this 
year, thanks to the hard work all of the 
swimmers put in outside of school hours. 

One swimmer in particular who knows a lot about 
success is Elena Forlong, who has spent the last 
9 years swimming competitively, and in the last 5 
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It has been another fun year in the water with 
students developing their skills to pass the next 
award. 

Having a couple of practices in deep water at 
Wanganui Girls’ College pool really tested them. 
They had a chance to go off diving boards – 
many for the first time; realise how important it 
was to be fit, especially when they couldn’t put 
their feet on the bottom; and soon worked out 
that they couldn’t stay in so long in cold water! 

What an opportunity, and big thanks to Mrs 
Gilberd for her offer. It was so different from the 
warm, shallow water at Splash. 

Over the course of their training, the message 
that was always hammered was for students to 
always put their own safety first and try to stay 
dry. Coming into contact with a conscious 
person in difficulty in the water is the riskiest 
thing to ever do, so the students spent time 
learning to quickly assess the situation, recog-
nise their own capabilities and find the safest way 
to rescue. All our instincts tell us to leap in and 
help, but we have to think otherwise to stay safe. 
 
The following students should be proud of their 
achievements. All the awards have 3 elements – 
theory, water skills and CPR - and they increase 
in difficulty at each level. 

Award of Merit - Methmi Perera, Cameron 
Allpress, Alister Hughes and Vitek Sosnowski.
 
Bronze Cross – Tegan Stoneman-Wills, 
Leigh-ana Hale, Felix Newton, Jordan Coveny

Bronze Medallion – Caitlyn Friedel, Clare 
Cvitanovich, Vera Loetzsch, Jemma Barnes, Jack 
Brown, Isaak Pohio, Shohma Otomo.

Bronze Star – Basia Sosnowska, Keira Bennett, 
Halsten Ogilwy, Joe Hazlelhurst

LIFE SAVING
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Whanganui High School had a mixed bag of results 
through each grade this year, with lots of positives for 
for moving forward. We had a total of five rugby teams 
this year in all grades, with each team improving every 
week and enjoying the team cultures. 

Our 1st XV team, coached by Spock Osborne and 
Danny Tamehana and managed by Richie Bennett, 
competed in the Manawatu under 21 rugby 
competition for the 4th year in a row. They showed  
great skills and physicality to gain a placing in the top 
7, pushing through to the semifinals and eventually the 
final for a second year in a row. Sadly, the team went 
down 21-19 to Massey University Under 21’s in a very 
evenly contested final,which was lost only in the last 
seconds before the final whistle. The team can still be 
proud of how far they have come against much older 
competition throughout the year. Individuals to stand 
out in this competition were Sheldon Pakinga, Mitchell 
Millar, Brayden Maua, Tom Healy and Hamish Broad-
head. 

Our 2nd XV and Under 16 teams, both coached both 
by Mark Cosford and Russell Gedye, competed in the 
Wanganui Open Division Secondary School 
Competition, both teams playing local 1st XV teams 
week in week out. The 2nd XV managed to achieve 5th 
place in a competitive grade, with the Under 16’s plac-
ing just behind in 6th place. These two teams have 
great team cultures and are made up of all ages and 
skill levels. Both teams improved each week against 
higher ranked teams and performed to the best of their 
ability whilst enjoying their rugby.

Our Under 15 side coached by Mr Parry and Mr Rivers 
had an enjoyable season with lots of learning and 
good experiences to take away. The Under 15 side 
played in the Manawatu Under 15 B competition, 
managing 5th place against quality opposition. An ad-
mirable team culture was also developed amongst the 

RUGBY 

team. In September, the team were invited to 
compete in the annual Hurricanes Under 15 
Silverstream tournament which included the best 
school teams from around the Hurricanes region. 
The team managed to gain 16th place against some 
very big school teams, with David Perofeta receiving 
MVP of the tournament for the team.

Our Under 14 side coached by Mike Lama competed 
in the Wanganui Local Under 15 competition against 
boys who were bigger and older. This team was able 
to gather a solid 4th place in a grade above their age 
which showed great character and impressive player 
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development. This team will be developing for years 
to come and show great signs for the future in
Whanganui High School Rugby.

10th August - Annual Game VS Wanganui Collegiate 
School

Whanganui High School has an ongoing rivalry 
with neighbours Wanganui Collegiate, a tradition that 
attracts many members of the public such as 
supporters, the Old Boys and rugby fanatics locally 
and from afar. This year we were lucky enough to have 
this fixture at Cooks Gardens under night lights, with 
great support for both sides creating a competitive 

rugby atmosphere. Two fierce hakas which set the 
tone for the game. With the half-time score of 8-3 
to the opposition, our boys had to dig deep to score 
some points and take the lead. Eventually with 
good team structure and great ball skills we 
managed to win 13-8. As the players left the field, 
they were clapped off by friends, families and 
supporters, who all showed great support towards 
the team. This game defined the culture of 
Whanganui High School rugby and portrayed the true 
spirit of our rugby over the year.

WRITTEN BY DYLAN BOWATER
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Girls’ Football
WHS Girls’ Football had another successful season 
with the round ball. The 2016 calendar began with 
the Fielding Quad Tournament which we successfully 
defended by decisively beating both Wanganui Girls’ 
College and Fielding High School.

The Central Football league got off to a great start 
which continued throughout the season. We went 
unbeaten throughout the League securing a spot in 
the Premier Division Playoffs. The girls showed huge 
heart and determination to pull out some great results 
in Premier Division. We missed out on the title but 
showed great teamwork.

Interschool games saw us face Hawera, Hutt Valley 
High and New Plymouth Girls’. During these games we 
showed huge passion, beating Hawera convincingly 
and then playing Hutt Valley, a Division 1 Wellington 
and Premier Tournament Team. The Girls came from 
3-2 down to earn a huge 3-3 draw. However, against 
New Plymouth Girls’, another highly ranked team, we 
went down 6-3 in what was a closer game than the 
score tells.

Winter Tournament was held in Napier, which lived up 
to its reputation turning on a stunning week of weather 
and football. The team finished 19th in a very hard and 
strongly contested tournament.

The Girls’ Team for 2016 was captained by Clare 
Cvitanovich and the Vice-Captain was Rebekah 
Ngapeka. Both girls led from the front and were 
instrumental in some fantastic wins this season. 
Other outstanding performances this year were from 
Ataahua Komene who went six games in the league 
without conceding a goal, Airini Ross-Spooner, Saskia 
Knight, Rebekah Butters-Chamberlain, Sara Hills, Emily 
Mayhead, Poipoia Te Taonga Poa, Kaimook Anan, 

The girls showed huge heart 
and determination to pull 
out some great results in 
Premier Division

Gabrielle Hiri, Storm Elkenhans, Tayla Coker, Paris 
Moore, Jo Clear, Xaviera Manley-Green, Mikaya Teki, 
Emilia Schmidt, Adelaide Hodges, Lauryn Jeans and 
Philine Diekhoff.

A special thanks to Philine and Lauryn who were our 
International Students who left mid-year. The team 
deeply thank you for everything and really miss you at 
both trainings and games.
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cricket
The Whanganui High School side had a tough season, 
but was led to a glory by Dylan Bowater and Quinn 
Mailman. New recruits such as Wiremu Hiri were keen 
to impress, quoted saying “I’ll hit it to the playground”. 
This confidence was key in gaining results such as 
the 38-116 win against Horowhenua College on a wet 
Wanganui High Turf. The pace attack was led by Tim 
Roebuck and Joe Redpath with spin contributions from 
Jordan Candish and the very well-known Jess 
Watkin. The side was given the chance to gain class 
and experience as Eric Head was appointed head 
coach alongside Whanganui High School’s Chris 
Freidel. Many of our players did well, with Cameron 
Mackintosh always seeming to perform to standard 
and captain Mailman really improving with bat and 
bowl throughout the cricketing season. Although some 
results didn’t go the way the lads would’ve liked, the 
banter was the winner on the day. 

The girls’ team this season had another successful 
year as we were unbeaten locally. This meant we won 
the competition which put us through to the Central 
Districts Finals day. We played Havelock North High 
School in our first game. This was a hard game and 
we came up short of the win but the girls had a good 
game nonetheless. This put us against New Plymouth 
Girl’s. We went out hard for the win but unfortunately 
we weren’t able to make it happen. The girls all 
improved through the season and gained confidence 
as the games went on. We had a good season and are 
ready for the next one.
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GIRLS’ hockey
Winter came around quickly in 2016, which meant only 
one thing for a group of competitive young girls- the 
hockey season. Trials began as soon as possible with 
seven new players being selected for the 1st X1 team, 
having lost many seniors the year before. However, 
the new recruits proved their ability on the field and 
the senior players were able to step up, resulting in a 
positive season for many of the girls. 

This year we continued to compete in the Manawatu 
first division where we faced many teams we would 
also see at our national tournament later in the year. 
For a team compiled mainly of new faces, the group 
performed well at this competition, losing to Waiopehu 
in a tough final. 

A week later we set off for Napier for tournament, 
where we aimed for the top two placings which would 
secure us a place back in the top tournament next 
year. We came second in our pool, advancing us to 
top 8, however lost our quarter final to Wellington Girls’ 
College, a strong and experienced team. We then 
went on to play Nga Tawa who we beat 3-2, resulting 
in our final game being against Waiopehu for 5th and 
6th place. Unfortunately, after a hard week of hockey 
we were unable to finish on a win and left the 
tournament determined to perform harder and faster 
next year, already planning future fitness sessions on 
the way home. 

Although we did not finish where we planned, the girls 
should all be proud of their achievements, having 

improved tremendously. Rebecca Baker was voted 
MVP for the tournament and performed exceptionally 
from day one. A big thank you to our departing senior 
players Jess Watkin and Hollie Brasting who have 
been in the team since year 9, to Kane 
Watkin our first time coach, and 
Michelle Mitchell, our manager 
for the season. “Hard work 
beats talent when talent 
doesn’t work hard”

WRITTEN BY JOSEPH REDPATH

You may not think smallbore target shooting qualifies 
as a sport, but it does. So if you have terrible 
coordination and are athletically challenged then this 
is the sport for you! You don’t even have to have any 
experience. Whether you’ve never held a rifle or you’re 
pro, it really doesn’t matter. The coaches are always 
ready to help, really friendly and encouraging. We 
shoot every Monday 7pm at the Westmere range 
during terms two and three. As a club we enter teams 
into the national competitions, called postal shoots. 
The best shooters from WHS are selected and placed 
in teams of three. We usually enter three teams - a 
mixed, girls only and a boys only. Postal shoots are 
normally for people who have been shooting for at 
least a season. For the postal shoots you are sent 
two target cards. You then shoot them and send them 
away to be officially marked. This gives you a chance 
to prove how good you are, compared to the rest of 
the country, and show your competitive spirit. Whilst 
smallbore is mainly about getting good scores and 
improving it is more than that, there is a great social 
aspect. While waiting to shoot, people give you tips, 
tricks and advice, everyone jokes around and talks 
about well anything really (not just shooting and rifles). 
Don’t worry girls, this is not just for guys. Girls are 
better anyway. So get your friends together, get fired 
up and give it a go! 

SMALLBORE 
TARGET
SHOOTING WRITTEN BY GRACE AND CHELSEA
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The 1st XI hockey boys had a successful yet 
frustrating season this year, coming in at second place 
for the second year in a row in the Palmerston North 
Division 1 Secondary School competition. The boys 
also had a quality tournament this year down in 
Carterton. The boys came third, falling just short in 
their crucial semi-final game to the tournament winners 
Rosmini College. The boys finished off their season 
strongly with a commanding 8-1 hiding of Taradale 
College for a spot on the podium. The team is looking 
strong for next year as there are a lot of talented young 
hockey players coming through and many members of 
the team still remain for the 2017 season. With a 
record of 19 wins and 3 losses for the season this is 
the most successful season, for the boys in the last 
five years and the boys have aspirations of reaching 
new heights in the 2017 season. 

The 2nd XI hockey boys team played very well 
throughout the season, with a handful of close 
games and come-from-behind victories. The boys 

are a very young side, all 11 or younger, who enjoy 
having to compete against not only senior members 
of the schools around Wanganui but also adult teams. 
The boys had some great victories, one of which was 
against a Collegiate outfit that fielded a full team of 
year 13’s, which made the game look like a David vs. 
Goliath encounter out on the turf. The boys finished 
off strongly, coming in at third place, ahead of not only 
the three other Collegiate teams, but also both City 
College and Cullinane College’s first XIs.

HOCKEY

WRITTEN BY JOSEPH REDPATH

BOYS’
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During the Easter Holidays the Outdoor Education 
Department combined with the International 
Department to run an “Extreme Tour” to the South 
Island. 

The trip was for 13 days and started in Nelson, 
Greymouth, then down to Fox Glacier, Queenstown, 
Lake Tekapo, Christchurch, Kaikoura, then home 
to Wanganui.

EXTREME 
TOURS

OUTDOOR
EDUCATION

IT HAS BEEN ANOTHER BUSY 
YEAR IN THE OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 
WE HAVE HAD LEVEL 1, 2 AND 
3 STUDENTS OUT AND ABOUT 
ALL OVER THE LOWER NORTH 
ISLAND. 
STUDENTS HAVE PARTICIPATED 
IN MOUNTAIN BIKING, 
TRAMPING AND CAMPING, 
MULTI DAY KAYAKING, CAVING, 
RAFTING, ABSEILING, ROCK 
CLIMBING (BOTH INDOOR AND 
OUTDOOR), HIGH ROPES, 
ORIENTEERING, WATER 
SAFETY (RIVER CROSSING), 
BUSH CRAFT, AND SNOW 
CRAFT. 
STUDENTS HAVE HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP 
THEIR SKILLS AND CONFIDENCE 
IN THE OUTDOORS AND HAVE 
LOTS OF FUN DOING IT.
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This year WHS took 15 students out to the Whanganui 
Secondary Schools Mountain Biking Champs. 
The event was held at Lake Wiritoa, where the 
Mountain Biking club has been working to establish 
tracks after the loss of Harakeke Forest. 

The students competed well, which reflected in the 
results – 

Lochie Steedman – 1st Senior Boys
Cameron Russell – 2nd Junior Boys
Joseph Loveridge-Mills – 3rd Junior Boys
Scott Emerson – 4th Junior Boys 

The School will be looking to develop and build on 
these results next year. Well done Team. 

MOUNTAIN 
BIKING
CHAMPS

Some of the activities included – sea kayaking in the 
Abel Tasman National Park, quad biking, walking on 
the longest swing bridge in NZ, Quad biking, tramps 
through bush and wet land areas, looking at glaciers, 
Puzzling World, luging, ice skating and hot pools, high 
ropes, jet boating, and swimming with dolphins.

It was a full-on time, but one that was very enjoyable 
because of the great group of students that we took.

Big thanks to our very own Masterchef, Mr Watkins for 
keeping us fed during the trip. 



110/SCHOOL RECORD 2016

adventure
RACINGAdventure Racing at Wanganui High is an awesome 

sport which is fast becoming more popular at our 
school. Each year the team gets involved in all sorts 
of outdoor events that challenge their problem solving 
abilities and encourage them to push themselves out 
of their comfort zones. 

2016 saw the WHS Adventure Racers travel down to 
Wainuiomata for the Tough Guy and Gal Challenge, 
which is a wicked off-road running circuit that sent our 
team through pools of mud, narrow bush trails and 
rushing streams, and under electric and barbed wire 
obstacles. The girls came out on top in the 
Toughest School category, with Rebecca Baker 
placing 1st in the U15 Girls, and Emma Rainey and 
Mikal Terrey placing 1st and 3rd in the U19 division. 

SURFING

An outstanding run from Travis Bayler also saw him 
easily take out 1st place for the U15 boys. 

The squad also got to travel to picturesque Great Bar-
rier Island, as well as Rotorua, Kapiti Coast and other 
Adventure Racing event locations around the North 
Island.
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TOUCH RUGBY
Touch here at WHS has seen a consistent 
improvement not just with our Mixed A team but with 
bringing up new players and building teams to get 
to national level. WHS Mixed A team had been on a 
losing streak 2 years in a row and the year just been 
was the final stretch with WHS coming out with a Gold 
Medal. The gold medal run had been a four year 
process with coach Sean Brown putting everything he 
knew about training and strategies into place and the 
2015 team finally got the job done. Also with the WHS 
A Girls team making nationals since 2010, with young 
talented girls coming through tevery year at WHS, this 
means both Mixed A and Girls A are off to nationals 
again this year. The Senior A Mixed team will defend 
their title and the Senior Girls A will make their mark on 
the national level. Touch at WHS has been very 
successful, breeding many sporting stars and 
international stars like Stephen Perofeta and Sam 
Malcolm who once played in the WHS Mixed team 
and also players who have represented or are 
representing New Zealand on the international stage 

- Waimanawa Potaka Osborne-Whanarere, Stephen 
Perofeta, Blair Osborne, Taniko Tamehana, Roimata 
Blackburn, Harerangi Meihana, Mitchell Millar, Ruhia 
Tamati, De-Ann Tyrell and Mahinarangi Millar Potaka.

Touch at WHS has been very successful over the 
years and will continue to be in the 2017 season. 
“Touch what a game!”

TOUCH, WHAT 
A GAME!



ADVENTURE RACING ATHLETICS

BASKETBALLJUNIOR BOYS ABADMINTON

BASKETBALL
SENIOR BOYS A

BASKETBALL
SENIOR GIRLS A

CANOE POLO
BASKETBALLJUNIOR A

CRICKET 1ST 
XI GIRLS CRICKET 1ST 

XI BOYS

WHS TEAM PHOTOS
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Class
PHOTOS



Back Row: David Marks, Joseph Petersen, Tomas Ross, James Rowe (Peer Mentor), Alex Paikea, Tyler Dunn

Third Row: Israel Christensen, Markus Lawrence, Julian Mayer, Joshua Renata, Lachlan Montgomery, Flinn Bates

Second Row: Ms J Ander (Teacher), Jack Fawthorpe, Priyansha Bangia, Azariya Anderson, Imogen Maguire, Libby Firmin, 

Lucy Bennetts, Bailey Walsh

Front Row: Abby Squire, Alannah Dunkerton, Brooke Ryland, Talysha Thomas, Brierley Watson, Charlotte James, 

Lillian Bidgood

Absent: Jimmy Gower, Andre Awatere, Jackson Parr

Back Row: Blake Harkness, Tyrese Herewini-Lama, Jordan Brook, Valentine Chadwick, Ky-mani Kingi

Third Row: Scott Emerson, Konrad Shaw, Japhez Te Huia, Raven Holly, Jack Burton, Tyrone Stuurman-Rickard

Second Row: Mr C Burrows (Teacher), Tom Cosford, Simmone Sarup, Nadine Burns, Ella Neilson, Jayden Alexander, 

Sebastian Newton, Vitek Sosnowski (Peer Mentor)

Front Row: Chynna Dykstra (Peer Mentor), Jorja Manville, Madeline Sollitt, Alyssa Bourne, Katie Foster, Rebekah Phillips, 

Samantha Harrison (Peer Mentor)

Absent: Isabel Cameron-Whyte, Amelia Cronin, Glachyus Quennell-Toia, Virginia Talaitupu, Jecovi Wood

9 AJ

9 BW



Back Row: Gamin Feng, Jack Irving, Ethan Hurley, Tane Byres, Julius Petzold-Thompson, Ethan Cox, 

Raymond Metua-Robinson, Ngarimu Matthews

Middle Row: Mr T Clitheroe (Teacher), Thomas Clark, Shivani Verma, Karla Mills, Rose Ross, Shania Morris, Joel Kitongan, 

Caleb Tyler, Sophie Dennison (Peer Mentor), Jack Southee (Peer Mentor)

Front Row: Aoife McMenamin-Wood, Dennihe Edwards, Danielle Tahana, Eva-Rose Wakefield, Lucy Whitford, Jo Clear, 

Sharon Xu

Absent: Presley Kairimu, Jay McDonald, Chase Holdaway, Tyler Rhodes

Back Row: Joshua O’Donnell, Logan Foster, Maysin Katene, Jaysire Hura, Makail Muir

Third Row: Nusr Ghamri (Peer Mentor), Luke Webster, Ethan Green, Oliver Page, Brooklyn Kaipo-Thompson, Blake Koorey, 

Taine Gosney-Matehaere, Boston Flanagan-Connors (Peer Mentor)

Second Row: Mr G Collie (Teacher), Rehimana Meihana, Georgia Morris, Lily Smith, Renee Teers, Annushka Forrest, Lachlan 

Bourgeois, Sebastian Alcayaga Rojas, Kasey Souness (Peer Mentor)

Front Row: Tyler Hawira, Hermione Fredericksen, Felicity Sigley-Reid, Sophia Rogers, Grace Paama, Piper Slade, 

Elizabeth Wake

Absent: Logan Siemonek

9 CH

9 CL



Back Row: Ethan Riley-Curtis, Tyrone Baty, Sameed Khan, Brayden Yakas, Kadyn Finn, Mathew Anscombe

Third Row: David Mosen (Peer Mentor), Campbell James, Lachlan Morrison, Blake Sherman, Joshua Rod, Ryan Bayler, 

Eric Zhang

Second Row: Miss R Cleary (Teacher), Lili Grant, Timara Wallace, Daisha Cromarty, Sharon Riddell, Renee Crombie, 

Chase Pauro (Peer Mentor)

Front Row: Meghan Price (Peer Mentor), Khayla Hovey, Kate Cosford, Tayla Gibney, Lucy Skedgwell, Sara Stuart, 

Caitlyn Friedel (Peer Mentor)

Absent: Aquilla Bradley, Amber Langmead, Taonga Potaka-Osborne Whanarere, Jacob Walker

Back Row: Soul Borberg, Christopher Adam, Riley Astudillo, Bligh Wetherall, Liam Johnson, Aidan O’Connor

Third Row: Kai Gurton, Divnesh Dayal, Ethan Coffey, Ariki Teki, Alex Winchcombe, Finn Gray, Jaxon Watt

Second Row: Mrs J Dunn (Teacher), Mikaya Teki (Peer Mentor), Daya McKinney-Hall, Alice Doney, Brianna Gregg, 

Ariana Tanirau, Tammin Healey, Ilan Ben-Ezra (Peer Mentor)

Front Row: Jackie Hazelhurst (Peer Mentor), Ranita Kirk, Maddison Hatch, Sophia Quirk, Katie Bryers, Deijah Reuben, 

Lakan Haenga (Peer Mentor)

Absent: Freya Battersby, Kayne Tui

9 CY

9 DJ



Back Row: Matavesi Lewenilovo, Joshua Richardson, Logan Kingi, Wirihana Potaka, Cian Hemingway

Third Row: Emilia Schmidt (Peer Mentor), Joshua Linton, Quayarn Deighton, Kahu Miller, Daniel Hubers, Joseph Richardson, 

Quinnel Ngapeka, Angus James (Peer Mentor)

Second Row: Mrs G Glaister (Teacher), Tamati Glendinning, Basia Sosnowska, Phoebe Brown, Pippi Taumaunu, Abbie Trillo, 

Aj Donghi, Xaviera Manley-Green (Peer Mentor)

Front Row: Akaylah Ranginui-Gunn, Ilish Moore, Mahina Barritt, Riccaia Field, Anita Hohaia, Te Whetu Matthews, 

Ella Hutchings

Absent: Jacob Mailman

Back Row: Laigan Broughton-Beamsley, Vincent Ye, Jacob Chapman, Antonio Saunders, Alif Metekingi

Third Row: Lee Dobbie, Caleb Langdon, Jack Galvin, Kohen Guilford, Nathan Hoobin

Second Row: Mr G Hardy (Teacher), Keira Bennett, Tanysha-Rochelle Jones, Loralee Stark, Sophie Payne, Ashleigh Cook, 

Natalie Bryan, Vincent Collins (Peer Mentor)

Front Row: Joanna Bell (Peer Mentor), Gabrielle Sturdee, Kaylee Te Ngahue, Karina Patel, Rhianne Tucker, Riana Tamati, 

Shannon Hamahona-Stark (Peer Mentor)

Absent: Joshua Korewha, Tiwana Puohotaua, Hemi Neil, Anthony Sellers

9 GG

9 HG



Back Row: Noah Cornor, Seth Randle, Joshua Hedgman, Sidney Filer, Kane Tweeddale

Third Row: Jacob Ruscoe, Jadem Rerekura-Tui, Antonio Vuleta, Ross Christensen, Kyle Thomas, David Dale

Second Row: Mrs E Hughes (Teacher), Mitchell Davey, Olivia Smith, Chekahn Tutaki, Paris Moore, Sophie Baldwin, 

Katja Mokha, Blake La Roche, Tazman Rei (Peer Mentor)

Front Row: Deve Mey-Ou (Peer Mentor), Callista Booth-Richards, Aranga Molijn, Kara Adrole, Merle Chant, Leah Aiono, 

Monique Cleeve (Peer Mentor)

Absent: Vanessa Corlett, Beau Harris, Fergus Matthews

Back Row: Jamel Ririnui, Harry Northover, Eligh Anderson, William Cooke, Max Campbell

Third Row: Sam Conley (Peer Mentor), Kurtis Wink, Joseph Hazelhurst, Thomas Iliffe, Nikhil Munagapati, Matt Grant, 

Tyrone Pirere, Liam Jones (Peer Mentor)

Second Row: Mr D Ireton (Teacher), Jaden Madams, Kayla Paratene-Pokai, Georgia Sibbald, Querida Dew, Samuel Thomson, 

Cody Onishenko, Brianna Ross (Peer Mentor)

Front Row: Shannon Kirk, Linh Vu, Molly Green, Feyth Hogan, Sophie Andrews, Sandy Zhen, Sophie Barron

Absent: Millie Chapman, Jorja Le Sage, Tyson Work

9 HU

9 IN



Back Row: Hikaroa Tamihana, Jakob Moorhouse, Oliver Cable, Lucas Hohaiatara, Daniel Goodwin, Liam Girven

Third Row: Patrick Absolum, Jake Goldsbury, Te Rito Paki, Caleb Wilson, Jayden Grant, Blair Slight, Lachlan Baxter

Second Row: Mr A Lock (Teacher), Jannah White, Hairini Waitokia, Jessica Arthur, Liana Pollard, Leah Belchambers, 

Ben Robertson (Peer Support)

Front Row: Louise Clifton (Peer Support), Claire Gordon, Rose Tanner, Talia Carr, Mystique Munro-Thompson, 

Grace Swanston, Rebekah Ngapeka (Peer Support)

Absent: Phaze Roberts, Raniera Hartley, Sapphire Field

Back Row: Bailey Kiwara, Caleb Eru, Shea Robinson, Jared Sim, Liam Hayton, David Berridge

Third Row: Eli Zinsli, Rory Woodhouse, Jordon Haddock, Te Atawhai Wanihi-Quirke, Ryan Blignaut, Connor Hoskin, 

Cory Dixon

Second Row: Mr D Martin (Teacher), Taylor Hawira, Jystice Naidu, Hannah Wakeling, Shayla O’Mahony, Katie Stuart, 

Jaycee Kohrt, Alister Hughes (Peer Support)

Front Row: Olivia Cairncross (Peer Support), Rosa Spence, Jorja Wong, Jaelyn Herewini, Cheyenne Huia, Cassidy Wright, 

Mahinarangi Millar-Potaka (Peer Support)

Absent: Kelahn Te Awhe

9 LO

9 MD



Back Row: Kahu Smith, Amokura Roore-Hamilton, Pearce Newman, Noah Tatana, Samson Power

Third Row: Julia Van Niekerk (Peer Mentor), Oliver Thompson, Tijuana Pereniko, Dominic Richardson, Bradley Hewer-Gill, 

William Sayers, Auto Huntley, Paora Winter (Peer Mentor)

Second Row: Mrs J Standley (Teacher), Jack Kenny, Lily de la Haye, Lydia Heeney, Ana Chambers, Leom Mey-Ou, 

Jared Turner, Cameron Allardice (Peer Mentor)

Front Row: Natalie McKenna, Aspen Fell, Te-Wai Robertson, Annabel McMahon, Mikayla Manville, Mikayla Heka, Alex Hudson

Absent: Adam George

Back Row: Harrison Vincent, Halsten Ogilwy, Cloud Peipi-Tepou, Troy Cornor, Jake Simcox, Zayus Keeley

Third Row: Jack Moorhead, Danny Rogers, Phoenix Davy, Danny Ye, Richard Chambers, Jesse Barrow

Second Row: Mr P Coombs (Teacher), Azaara Khan, Braxton Pereniko, Miciah Tait, Tayla Hobbs, Kayla Holt, Ashlee Hood

Front Row: Lydia Mitchell-Anyon, Dharma Jurgens, Kristin Thompson, Maria Williams, Katelyn Satherley, Georgia Tijsen-Cox, 

Anh Nguyen

Absent: Caleb Wilson, Connor Munro

9 SY

10 CS



Back Row: Jayden Ratahi, Harry Mill, Ethan Girven, Kaea Cronshaw, Owen Poppe, Jack Clifton

Third Row: Nicholas Spence, Anaru Brown, Justin Whitton, Lucas Thompson, Geoffrey Wong, Thor Wrigglesworth

Second Row: Gabriel Johnson, Morgan Filer, Tayla Mack, O’Sharn Kata, Ahimsha Saravanapavan, Grace Whyte-Aplin

Front Row: Caitlyn Butlin, Sade Motu, Kayleigh Lethbridge, Isobel Ross, Elyana Gifford, Jackie Mayson, Karaitiana Broughton

Absent: Mr S Drakefield (Teacher), Jessica O’Brien, Makayla Watty

Back Row: Tyler Watson, Devin McIntyre, Sam Cripps, Arden Tagoai, Lyric Williams, Joseph Read, Alec Cole, 

Cameron Russell

Middle Row: Mrs K Eggers (Teacher), Tayla Atkinson, Hope Davies, Summer Ruissen-Hohaia, Odessa Wilson, 

Brooklyn Hearfield, Jordan Craig, Caitlin Mottram, Miss M Smaill (Teacher)

Front Row: Jamie Campbell, Delaney Mason, Courtney Miller, Brianna Cooke, Brocky Chadfield, Kayla Holdaway, 

Emma Shotter

Absent: Keightley Watson

10 DD

10 EG



Back Row: Findlay Piercy, Finn Terrey, Topine Horomona, Mark O’Shanassy, Thomas Hedley

Third Row: Jarad Knight, Joseph Loveridge Mills, Ben Chapman, Charlie Turner, Kai Bennett, Allan Landingin

Second Row: Mr N Glaister (Teacher), Amishel Kumar, Ali Gammeter, Jericho Leiasamaivao Turvey, Taylor Head, 

Alundra Egan, Ani TeHei Waitai, Michael Davy

Front Row: Keilani Tyrell, Rebecca Hopkins, Kaia Patene, Sophie Brooke, Cheyanne Bisset, Imogen Flower, Rachel Hamblyn

Absent: Niamh Monk, Leon Matai-Williams

Back Row: Diana Parnell (Teacher Aide), Emma Paki (Teacher Aide), Dale Sutherland (Teacher Aide), Grant McCullough 

(Teacher Aide), Ms Wendi Girven (Teacher), Hilary Mael (Teacher Aide)

Front Row: D’Aarmy Howell, Cory Souness, Connor Jordan, Wiremu Thomson, Jasmine Pemberton, Logan Davy, 

Jesse Hussey

Absent: Richie Parnell (Teacher Aide), Anton Jaunay

10 GL

10 GV



Back Row: Kristian Pettigrew, Noah Belchambers, Isaac Donne-Lee, Tom Knapp, Max Butcher

Middle Row: Mrs M Greenwood (Teacher), Louis Cornelius, Khalia Budd, Bianca Buckeridge, Jordyn Jaggard, 

Byron Ashworth, Benjamin D’Ath

Front Row: Aaliyah Ranginui-Gunn, Herena Taylor-Heke, Charlie Taylor, Jaimee Bridger, Britney Walsh, Cindy Pogtoka

Absent: Aimee Holden, Michaela Forsyth, Mako Marks, James Glaister, Ella Trevor-Roper, Keelan Tui

Back Row: Aaron Whitton, Alex Nevil, Troy Saussey, Samuel Le Gallais, Dante Kemp, Jajveet Singh, Noah Payne, 

Buster Brown

Middle Row: Mr B Holt (Teacher), Travis Bayler, Imogen Eastgate, Amanda Ban, Caprice Whiteman, India Oldaker, 

Bonnie Huntley, Clave Ajoc

Front Row: Grace Unga, Claudia Pan, Sarya Lower, Madalyn Thompson, Breanna Bland, Lichelle Fairweather, Siobhan Tobin

Absent: Sahara Alder-Lindsay, Jacob Omundsen, Josiah Durning

10 GW

10 HB



Back Row: Caleb Benn, Josefa Tamaniyaga, Jaden Falconer, Kobe Titter, Oisin Broadhead, Sam Luff

Third Row: Charlie Brown, Zachariah Clark, Hao Nguyen Chi, Jacob Hill, Jamez Rihia, Liam Cole, Tamir Ben-Ezra

Second Row: Mr G Hall (Teacher), Lucy Black, Abigail Gaskin, Jodie Bell, Caitlin Gillum, Portia Beazley, Meadow McGrail

Front Row: Ella Dudley, Kiana Haami, Naomi Lockett, Paige Parkinson, Riley Frecklington, Allison Campbell, Tyler Baker

Back Row: Trey Loveridge-Sheehy, Kayson Richardson-Kay, Tyrine Takarangi, Izeyah Ah Chookoon, Benjaman Leather, 

Jade Johnson, Puhi Pene, Riley Haenga

Middle Row: Miss Riria Henry (Teacher), Shae Winter, Tipene Reweti, Shanice Campbell, Hinekorangi Taitapanui, 

Maringi-Ora Ranginui, Ashleigh Clarke, Tamara Waitokia, Dallas Swaneveld

Front Row: Chloe Tonga-Harrison, Teagan Tapa, Te Paea Rogers, Montel Vaiao Aki, Maia Ramis, Victoria Webster, 

Mereana Kumeroa

Absent: Rebecca Tamati

10 HL

10 HN



Back Row: Kieran Johnston, Jack Burrows, Archie Smith, Isaiah Scurr, Damien Wheeldon-Isted

Third Row: Reuben Gould, Ryan Turner, Levi Harvey, Oliver Dennison, Blake Papworth, Ben Walkley

Second Row: Mr C Hedivan (Teacher), Eden Ruissen, Kelsi Keown, Caitlin Currie, Leticha Ryland-Annabell, 

McKenzie Hayward, Ashlee Barlow

Front Row: Madison Austin, Laura Haughian, Te Pounamu Tamehana, Ellie Bullock, Kayla Jones, Lani Hall, Zoe Henry Watson

Absent: Scott Coombe, Brandin Kenny

Back Row: Patrick Madder, Fox Keane, Samuel Hodge, Regan Batson, Zachary McKenzie, Charith De Silva, 

Benjamin Brandon

Third Row: Ben Power, Josiah Booth-Richards, Jayen Gulab, Jack Donaldson, Thomas Friedel, Luke Pearson, 

Jackson Wilson-Yalden, Sean Sarkar

Second Row: Ms S Hughes (Teacher), Anson Reid, Rhiannon Free, Jae Ee Kim, Rebekah Neilson, Tegan Stoneman-Wills, 

Emelye Brown, Jasfer de San Miguel

Front Row: Hunter Flanagan-Connors, Abigail Martin, Nanea Schurhammer, Leigh-ana Hale, Jemma Barnes, Niamh Murphy, 

Madeleine Thompson

10 HS

10HV



Back Row: Anthoney Nightingale, Connor Whiteman, Mason Park, Seth Ihaia, Joshua Riley-Curtis, Thomas Dickon

Third Row: Veda Roebuck, Tyler Adlam, Cameron Walker, Seth Grant, Bradley McDowell, Sophie Scaletti

Second Row: Ms T Martin (Teacher), Leticia Farrier, Kayla Chadfield, Sophie Cohen, Abigail Sewell, Victoria Whibley, 

Madison Caird

Front Row: Nikita Fraser, Cori Herewini, Amisha Kumar, Chantelle de Koning, Shayne Winterburn, Danielle Barker-Check, 

Riana Viljoen

Back Row: Jared Ball, Felix Newton, Jordan Price, Leo Wei, Josh Bleackley, Malcom Francis, Ethan Brasting

Middle Row: Mr I Thomas (Teacher), Kaelin Mooney, Keylen Holloway, Kimberley Fackney, Lucy Dowman, Maia Falkner, 

Nicholas Matthews, Tarron McGinniss

Front Row: Isobel English, Mikaylah Macdonald, Jessica Gear, Athena Jones-Collings, Sasha Matthews, Amber Andrews, 

Cassie Jarman

Absent: Aleisha Baigent, Reegan Keeley, Abby Waring, A J Pye

10 MA

10 TS



Back Row: Shane Martin, Ben McHugh, Isaak Pohio, William Smith

Middle Row: Miss P van der Pol (Teacher), Zara Harding, Kyle Ward-Trillo, Devon Malcolm, Briar Brider, Rebecca Baker

Front Row: Abigail Cairncross, Kaci Munson, Nikaela Easton, Tabitha Grace, Tiana Absolum, Allyssa Pram, Celtic White

Absent: Lisa-Marie Frater Thomas, Joseph Rapana, Romy O’Brien, Ataahua Burling-Claridge, Michael Greig, 

Te Amo McMaster-Davis, Jayden Muir, Autumn Hoskyn, Ethan Cohen

Back Row: Forest Palmer, Cambell MacDonald, Blair MacKinnon, Cullen Blinkhorne, Tom Dutton

Third Row: Tyrone Tasker, Kelly Blythe, Logan Hughes, Cody Davy, Brody Casey, Drew McKinlay

Second Row: Ms L Anderson (Teacher), Ross Chambers, Leah Pendleton, Nikita Terrey, Jessemine Frederick, 

Shayla Williams, Sam Goldsbury, Lane Madams

Front Row: Kate Landingin, Lily Claypole, Shayleigh Egan, Sarah Smith, Tia Reyland, Madison Kirkwood, Medina Kitongan

Absent: Kira O’Connell

10 VP

11 AS



Back Row: Abel Scrimshaw, Toka Poa, Lachlan James, Jonty Thomson, Luke Forrester, Evan Ross, George Iliffe, 

Reece Hoobin

Third Row: Pravinesh Dayal, Alex Vinnell, Rhea Colaabavala, Tessa Wink, Portia Sharp, Elena Egorov, Raoul Sarup, 

Owen Parkinson

Second Row: Miss E Belton (Teacher), Natasha Khan, Brylee Atkinson, Brianna Walker, Amber-Rose Roos, Jessica Bryan, 

Josephine Verhaaren, Sarah Torrie, Storm Elkenhans

Front Row: Kate Thomas, Selina Campbell, Kaya Dobbie, Ella Towers, Alex Forlong, Emily Mayhead, Leila Collinson

Back Row: Kobi Moles, Bryn Lewis Jones, Sam Darby, Andrew Thompson, Carlin Burgess, Jan Hoffmann

Third Row: Thamma Tharasombat, Liam Lace, Jacky Hui, Jordan Peacock, Robbie Douglas, Frank Prodger, 

Felix Su

Second Row: Mrs S Frost (Teacher), Damian Hussey, Ashleigh Vause, Grace Trillo, Leah Paikea, Eugenia Lee, 

Charlotte Wilsher, Jack Brown

Front Row: Hollie Parkes, Britney Bills, Aleisha Caird, Sara Hills, Zara Roestenburg, Darrell-Rose Van Weersel, Rakarna Scott

11 BE

11 FS



Back Row: Te Heru Reu Koro, Phoenix Kairimu, Javontae Alabaster-Wroe, Tiaho Taiaroa, Bronson Hooper, 

Darren Teriaki Osborne

Middle Row: Mrs C Graham (Teacher), Eden Norgate, Wiremu Rogan, Taane Potaka-Osborne Whanarere, Treye Patea, 

Isaiah Warbrick-Clarke, Leighton Kotuhi-Brown, Zafiah Kersh-Bullock

Front Row: Kaewa Potaka, Cheyanne Ngatai, Ellie Castle, Samara Windle, Spirit Te Moana, Maarie Mareikura-Ellery, 

Cypress Kani-Hurinui

Absent: Octavia Waipouri, Danielle Matenga, Kasey Haenga, Heremia Hawkins, Zion Pene, Carson Mareikura

Back Row: Luke O’Keeffe, Ethan Tomuri, Shozo Nishitani, Nathan Filer, Matthew Marsh, Marlon Long, Jack Clark

Third Row: Liam Candish, Kahn Barrett, Paul Ma, Flynn Phillips, Frankie Yu, Callum Weck

Second Row: Mr B Hunter (Teacher), Joel James, Sarah Hatcher, Jessica Wilson, Polly Tai, Tayla Burt, Anna Zhang, 

Sam Dixon

Front Row: Ava Fox, Kerwyn Morgan, Jessica Bamford Short, Vivian You, Tayla Malcolm, Olive Pegler, Portia Ross

Absent: Darcy Britton, Kristina Cvitanovich

11 GM

11 HT



Back Row: Jack Dawson, Michael Hiroti, Finley Steedman, Mitchell Jarrett, Anthony Pogtoka

Middle Row: Mr S Miller (Teacher), Joani De Villiers, Seth Wheeldon, Joshua Cable, Julian Brennan, Leah Woodhouse

Front Row: Kayla-Lee Wainwright, Constanza Carrizo Campos, Niamh Mullany, Shayana Davis, Jessika Manson, Ashley Mayo, 

Hannah Lawler

Absent: Alex Denzel, Brandon Hatch, Jozion Martin, Elyssa Fraser, Jack Longie, Aleesha Jackson-Apai

Back Row: Levi Hussey, Jayden Chant, Lucas Smith, Hayden Towers, Benjamin Gaskin, Matthew Adam

Middle Row: Mr S Mackrell (Teacher), Tayla Coker, Braydon Marklew, Sammual Baillie-Mottram, Zion Tawaroa, Jude Hiri, 

Ashley Fowler

Front Row: Imogen Burrows, Hope Unga, Candice Buys, Georgia Hamilton-James, Emily Payne, Mikayla Baldwin, Serah Sali

Absent: Sean Tighe, Joshua Waitai, Claire Stokoe, Zane Morgan, Raphael Burger, David Perofeta, Ambreia Wilson

11 ML

11 MV



Back Row: Riley Nayler, Tasman Winchcombe, Alexzander Nightingale, Luke Thornton, Cole Brasting

Third Row: James Selby, Samuel Austin, Jack Nayler, Mark Gac-Ang, Hayden Pryce, Jonathan Maples

Second Row: Mr R Prasad (Teacher), Nathanael Darbyshire, Jurnee Rapana, Emma Loggie, Jasmin Beard, Abbey Hocquard, 

Long Vu, Anton Montague

Front Row: Misty Tutaki, Lauryn Jeans, Jacob Morgan, Tim Lightband, Callum Evans-Sturzaker, Anna Brown, Virginia Thomson

Absent: Kayla Foster, Brodie Hill, Geneva Moke

Back Row: Ben Rickey, Jardyn Pomeroy, Thorsteinn Bjornsson, Levi Rees, Jack O’Leary, Sam Cosford

Third Row: Hamish Beissel, Jordan Cohen, Jack McCoubrie, Isaac Bognuda, Flynn Hogan, Ethan Mancer

Second Row: Mr K Rivers (Teacher), Lucinda Jurgens, Jacinta Manville, Rose Xu, Alissa Norton, Laura Pennington

Front Row: Courtney McKeown, Jeanette Tane, Ashley Tobin, Niamh Hogan, Sophie Tawhai, Alexandra Nicoloff, 

Chantelle Russell

Absent: McKenzie Banks, Sam Evans, Isaac Luxton

11 PS

11 RV



Back Row: Luke Reece, Reuben Downes, Quinn Mailman, Jacob Gedye, Joshuwa Old, Jack Anderson, Luke Hoskin

Middle Row: Mr A Simmonds (Teacher), Kaveh Safaei Torogh, Tristan Wilson, Iriaka Mason, Sturm Poole, Phoenix McLaughlin, 

Logan Kenny, Mark Ollerenshaw

Front Row: Amber Watkins, Harmony Te Amo, Shakayla Bennett, Briella Maua, Taylor Barrie, Sophia Brown, Maioha Sadlier

Absent: Tavis Cameron, Liam Coker, Georgina Green, Oliver Miller, Bradley Russell, Pita Townsend

Back Row: Ben Fantham, Ezerah Wood, Zane Hubbard, Thomas Little, Trazarn Ryland Annabell, Judah Tamaniyaga

Third Row: Cameron Mackintosh, Thomas Gilligan, Jordan Candish, Luke Poppe, Tane Drakefield, Keelan Tweeddale, 

Liam McKee

Second Row: Miss C Sleyer (Teacher), Brandon Kidd, Kennedy Hall, Allyssa Ching, Summer Petzold-Thompson, A

ilie McDonald, Jimi Blinkhorne

Front Row: Abigail Watt, Bridget O’Connell, Margaret Johns, Piper Kirkby, Rachel Cranch, Saima Sakik, Kate Belsham

Absent: Jesse Corlett

11 SA

11 SL



Back Row: Ford Proctor, Henry Chapman, Andrew van den Broek, Lewis Young, Levi Carroll

Third Row: Byron Egan, Isaac Paterson, Josiah Kirk, Braydin Taumaunu, Alexander Lee, Connor Thomas

Second Row: Mr A Watkins (Teacher), Bailey Greig, Quinn Allpress, Rebecca Benge, Eva Falloon, Timothy Dew, 

Jordan Coveny, Abishai Dohare

Front Row: Laura Savell, Saskia Knight, Maddison Plumridge, Keaoni Hina, Devon Thompson, Ashley Oldale, Stella Nowak

Absent: Bayley Blythe, Niclas Schmitz

Back Row: Solomone Tamaniyaga, Joshua Nuku-Gawler, Kaelim Hall, Jack Agar, Lionel Treweek, Nicholas Watkin

Middle Row: Mr C Burgess (Teacher), Emma Rainey, Colin Henninger, Taku Hove, Benj Donne-Lee, Cullen Gosnell, 

Duda D’Ottaviano, Nicola Farrington

Front Row: Lily Meade, Joy Hou, Annabelle Barritt, Ella Clark, Charlotte Smith, Sophie Dennison, Chiara Hergarten

Absent: Daria Franckenstein, Maddy Luxton, Mason McGahey, Kade Te Awhe-Taylor

11 WA

11 BG



Back Row: Kohlt Coveny, Dakota Flood, Mason Johnson, A J Newton, Hunter Torbet, Connor Reid, Jay Patene

Middle Row: Mr D Craig (Teacher), Kasey Souness, Atsushi Fujiyama, Lance Barron, Joseph Hiroti, Ronan Marshall, 

Rebecca Matthews, Samantha Harrison

Front Row: Olivia Cairncross, Tegan Cox, Cindy Xu, Rakapa Sciascia, Amie Bishop, Isla Burke, Britney Kenny

Absent: Caitlin Evans, Clayton Harrison

Back Row: Richard Marks, Carl Coombe, Ben Tijsen-Cox, Luke Janiten, Ben Sherwood, Daniel Wilson

Middle Row: Mr B Spencer (Teacher), Bailey Cranston, Cambell Tanner, Matt Hirini, Nathan Palmer, Brendan Bamford Short, 

Jacob Tangira

Front Row: Tyla Harding, Brie Parkinson, Emilia Schmidt, Olivia Caird, Grace Wright, Hana Woodhouse, 

Shavaughn Jones-Dennan

Absent: Kelly Houltham, Tyrone Houltham, McKenzie Tunua, Brooklyn Egan, Maggie Matthews, Tim Riddell

12 CD

12 CT



Back Row: Chase Pauro, Romana Puru-Kumeroa, Joseph Wainhouse, Nelson Martin, Elijah Ellison-Rogan

Third Row: Tane Kersh-Bullock, Kaleb Lama-Love, Rangiorua Biddle, Tazman Rei, Mairangi Tamehana, Lushaan McKay

Second Row: Hone Thomson, Rongomai Eru, Asrana Blackstock, Lakan Haenga, Melany Brown, Shannon Hamahona-Stark, 

Paora Winter

Front Row: Mikaya Teki, Britney Rourangi, Xaviera Manley-Green, Dominique Taupa’u-Rogan, Te Miringa Parkes, 

Mahinarangi Millar-Potaka, Airini Ross-Spooner

Absent: Miss L Martin (Teacher), Aroha Hiri

Back Row: Tyler Smith, Gabriel Wallace, Timothy Roebuck, Ryan Cvitanovich, Simon Qin, John Dillon, David Glaister, 

Kyle O’Keefe

Middle Row: Mrs S Hildreth (Teacher), Lily Lin, Ryan Middlemiss, Ilan Ben-Ezra, Flynn Bilderbeck, James Lee, Logan Petersen, 

David Mosen, Grace Pratt

Front Row: Rhema Tui, Kate McKenzie, Clare Cvitanovich, Juliana Newman, Jane MacKay, Katelyn Fackney, 

Jessamine Howard

Absent: Sarah Herdman, Dontae McCoy, Jon Morrison

12 FT

12 HY



Back Row: Yuma Shimokawa, Thomas Adams, Hayden Wang, Daniel Dong, Cameron Lawrence, Byron Boothby

Middle Row: Ms J S Khalique (Teacher), Taylor Ward, Paige Falconer, Caitlyn Friedel, Danielle Sewell, Charlotte Peters, 

Ronan Spence, Mrs T Burmeister (Assistant Form Teacher)

Front Row: De-Ann Tyrell, Anastasia Zhang, Taylah Aki, Rose Hudson, Rebekah Ngapeka, Millie Prince, Lika Suzuki

Absent: Lachlan Gower, Matthew Hood, Lockie Jones, Matthew Murphy, Ethan Ross, Michael Petersen

Back Row: Sam Conley, Ben Robertson, Dylan Wilkie, James Rowe, Liam Jones, Jack Southee

Third Row: Vincent Collins, Vitek Sosnowski, Boston Flanagan-Connors, Alister Hughes, James Yu, Ryan Gray, Nusr Ghamri

Second Row: Mrs R Kennedy (Teacher), Hugo Collins, Libby Kennedy, Danielle Bourne, Brenna Hadley, Deve Mey-Ou, 

Angus James, Cameron Allardice

Front Row: Hannah Lewis, Ally Bennett, Caitlin Booth-Richards, Meghan Price, Elly Douglas, Jackie Hazelhurst, 

Danielle Thompson

Absent: Julia Van Niekerk, Taliah Su’a, David Tastard

12 KH

12 KR



Back Row: Hamish Orr, Sam Mackie, Brock Hunter, Adam Millward, Charlie Quirk

Middle Row: Miss A Mala (Teacher), Tom Healy, Kristine Li, Mya Cohen, Miho Noriyasu, Ahilan Saravanapavan

Front Row: Tyler Nicoll-Hylton, Mandy Miller, Emily Te Au-Watson, Mika Gordon, Angelique Mariner, Sophia Baum, 

Matt Kleinsmith

Absent: Naz Loveridge, Alex Robinson, Safca Smith, Jayna So’olefai, Olivia Spring-Reynolds, Stefan Teers

Back Row: Reid Tucker, Griffin Culver, Tayla Robinson, Ben Foster, Jack Johnston, Harrison Moorhead

Middle Row: Mr B Parry (Teacher), Kiri Munson, Max Holloway, Rogan Perry, Jordan Landers, Louise Clifton, Nicole Bishop

Front Row: Shayal Sen, Kayla Devine, Meila Cvitanovich, Mikal Terrey, Belinda Crawford, Sophie Wham, 

Jessica Steele-Johnston

Absent: Finlay Hillsdon-Miles, Anthony Tanner

12 PA

12 MG



Back Row: Cameron Severinsen, Caleb Thomson, Corey Page, Luke Ellis, Alex Scott

Middle Row: Miss D Pottinger (Teacher), Vin Almazan, Kate Minnell, Bronwyn Wildey, Jazmine Jones-Collings, 

Neitana Rikihana, Ronan Heathcote

Front Row: Paige Dykstra, Joanna Bell, Chloe Boniface, Brianna Ross, Mikaylah Te Rangi, Ana Gilligan, Rebecca Collins

Absent: Maia Pearson, Isobel Somerville, Rebekah Butters-Chamberlain, Karley Taunton, Matthew Smith

Back Row: Loris Knigge, Reid Pram, Jacob Eades, Fabrizzio Jorge-Miranda, Leon Blackley-George

Third Row: Tony Zhu, Kasey Watson, Cody Sanderson, Jesse Butson, Luke Howe-Matthews, Eddie Zheng

Second Row: Mrs J De Smidt (Teacher), Conrad Wildey, Holly Mackenzie, Sarah O’Shanassy, Britney Tawhara, Niamh Flower, 

Monique Cleeve, Ian Chen

Front Row: Annaleice McLeod, Jade Barrow, Sanchia O’Sullivan, Kororia Waitai, Philine Diekhoff, Josephine Luetke Boerding, 

Jayne Merrick

Absent: Oliver Sharrock

12 PG

12 ST



Back Row: Samuel Whitwell, Reuel McIntosh, Kieran Hindes, Zane Puklowski, Sam Russell, Manahi Pile, Neal Hughes, 

Jesse Satherley

Middle Row: Miss V Thiele (Teacher), Shohma Otomo, Charlotte Taylor, Molly Rosewarne, Rebekah Johnson, Sophie Bates, 

Finn Caseley, Anton Schmolze

Front Row: Baileigh Takarangi, Lilly Egorov, Abigail Buchan, Rhyss Hawira-Richdale, Daina Pa’a, Caitlin Meyer, 

Chynna Dykstra

Absent: Ruby Reardon, Joshua O’Mara-Jackson, Carlin Cooksley

Back Row: Teine Stokoe, Jorge Pettit, Talen Waine, Ethan Perry, Devon Gower, Teigan Jenkins

Middle Row: Mr C Adam (Teacher), Abby Tunbridge, James Thompson, Evarn Reesby, Danny Hicks, Ben Mottram, 

Kaylee Andrews

Front Row: Kasey Reyland, Millie Manning, Chelsea Buckeridge, Amelia Bullock, Hannah O’Leary, Kayana Tahana-Hopkins, 

Te Autiti Gilsenan-Hikaka-Jones

Absent: Tukotahi Tutaki, Reece Taylor, Dylan Mence

12 TL

13 AD



Back Row: Te Paerata Tichbon, Reuben Warburton, Isiah Hamlin, Ayzak Bennett, Trey Willis-Croft, Sheldon Pakinga-Manhire, 

Regan Lusis

Middle Row: Mr S Brown (Teacher), Poipoia Poa, Ruhia Tamati, Sunny Barham, Ataahua Ririnui-Komene, Diana Taha Williams

Front Row: Raumati McDonnell, Gabrielle Hiri, Tuupuhi Karaitiana, Kahurangi Sturmey, Paris Butters, Manea Kotuhi-Brown, 

Tibet Ranginui

Absent: Blair Osborne, Mitchell Millar

Back Row: Connor Cresswell, Josiah Gammeter, Nathan Luff, Regan Davey, Harry Lillington, Alan Wang, Joseph Redpath, 

Matthew Wright

Third Row: Valentin Aman, Libby Herdman, Stephanie Lockwood, Tegan Gaskin, Sapere Simon, Kato McDonald, 

Nyasha Chileshe, Jack Pilet

Second Row: Mrs F Butchart-Smyth (Teacher), Isabella Henderson, Brylee Noble, Zara Collinson, Gabrielle Penn, 

Jeanne-Marie Bonnet, Methmi Perera, Stephanie Elliot, Jessica Xie

Front Row: Tessa Russell, Luciana Perczyk, Emily Dempsey, Grace Loveridge Mills, Jadzia Morris, Abby Hurley, Grace Jones

13 BS

13 BU



Back Row: David Mariner, Jaden Vincent, Liam Brown, Zach Reid, Louis Hogan, Wesley Wright

Middle Row: Mr B Ding (Teacher), Jesse De Vincentis, Hypatia Orchard, Tayla Jurgens, Helen Shen, Kati Turner, 

Katie Brewer, Adriaan Viljoen

Front Row: Tiara Perez Rivera, Shaila-Anne Hawkins, Sofia Segal, Georgia Young, Tiffany Zhang, Kate Malcolm, Julia Ruan

Absent: Scott Gray, Jack Jonas, Joshua Larkin, Joachim Puleosi, Jason Shao, Tupu Williams

Back Row: Joseph Perez, Hamish Broadhead, Lochie Steedman, Joseph Ferguson, Arvid Forsslund

Third Row: Cody Marshall, Joshua Ngapeka, Kyle Ryland, Joziah Townsend, Max Davidson, Simon Jefferies

Second Row: Mr K Hagan (Teacher), Chantelle Symes, Shanay Allan, Chelsea O’Connor, Rebecca Hatcher, 

Kaimook Manopiya-anan, Megan Anderson, Abigail Nevil, Kaitlin McLaren

Front Row: Hannah Neilson, Dayna Smith, Manaia Browne, Zyanne Wood, Amy Raymond, Michaela Watson, Abigail Dohare

Absent: Bethany McInnes, Ella Cox

13 DG

13 HK



Back Row: Alexander Muggeridge, Marcus Jones, Connor Ratana, Thomas Nathan, Trent McKinlay, Jacob Hiroti, Ryan Sheild, 

Jayden Erceg

Middle Row: Ms S Battersby (Teacher Aide), Kaumoana Shelford, Sage O’Brien, Jake Pointon, Jarome Pahl-Long, 

Justis Rikihana, Ethan Clements, Sara Gorringe, Jade Young, Mrs D Howard (Teacher)

Front Row: Sam Chaplow, Cameron Francis, Te Raurangi Tamakehu-Keremeneta, Ana Williams, Jenna Schrader, 

Daniel Conrad, Joshua Ngapeka

Absent: Mathew Mallinder, Indy Petch, Liam Simon, Sarah Stockman

Back Row: Jonathan van den Brink, Euan Beard, Guy Thomson, Hyron Marshall, Jordon Richardson

Third Row: John Buico, Oscar Wong, Magnus McLaughlin, Tim Elliot, Jonas Hernandez

Second Row: Mr N Krishna (Teacher), Bella He, Alannah Dunn, Rachel Toohill, Bridget Park, Tracy Lo, Grace Selby

Front Row: Jemma Devine, Lana Moase, Sarah van den Broek, Ciara McPake, Kylie Kirby, Anastasia Tamaniyaga, 

Mae Frances de San Miguel

Absent: Aramiha Petzold-Thompson, Stefan Yuan, Bosh Liu, Nicholas O’Leary

13 HW

13 KN



Back Row: Nicole Gill, Cody Morris, Luke Goldsbury, Jordan Hatch, Logan Paikea, Ben Hudson, Emily Smith

Middle Row: Mrs V Kasner (Teacher), Ena Yoshida, Acquila Lammas, Clotilde Manouvrier, Vera Loetzsch, 

Tallulah Mitchell-Anyon, Chrystal Darbyshire, Adelaide Hodges

Front Row: Brianna Kirk, Faith Unga, Maddi Murphy, Maddison-Brie Boosey, Tessa Plumridge, Devon Clark, Leah Trow

Absent: Tyler Butters-Hughes, Sam Taylor

Back Row: Leon Harnett, Dylan Bowater, Kees Robbertsen, Luke Cranch, David Lockett

Third Row: Brodie Manson, Callum Sullenberger, Callum Coker, Kyle Lai, Brayden Maua, James Lee

Second Row: Mr L Van Der Lubbe (Teacher), Chenara Clare, Hai Le, Apenisa Kuruwaca, Liam Cosford, Jacob Groves, 

Deven Baum, Breanna Kenny

Front Row: Tracy Lee, Olivia Knuth, Rebecca James, Jessica Watkin, Charis Perofeta, Laura Greer, Kara McLachlan

Absent: Thomas Martin

13 KS

13 LB



Back Row: Kevin Mischefski, Liam Simpson, Jake Hooper, Michael Lai

Middle Row: Mr J Lees (Teacher), Tom Clark, Bailee Baxter, Olivia Hina, Lydia Taylor, Stacey Graham, Gao Jariyaprasertsin

Front Row: Dana Christensen-Klenner, Rylee Dudley, Connor Piercy, Louis Beautrais, Ethan Downes, Hollie Brasting, 

Jorja Hackett

Absent: Aidan Hunter, Samuel Elgar, Finn Kingi, Jack Purcell, Jamie Cook, Dominik Orlowski, Andre Wecke, Mason Taiaroa

Back Row: Jackson Pene-Herewini, Liam Bennett, Cameron Goldfinch, Tom Adkins, Matthew Zimmerman, Jacob Cogan, 

Sam Bridger, Marcello Gazale

Middle Row: Mr C Price (Teacher), Elena Safaei Torogh, Bernie Be, Soeren Reinhold, Daniel Pearce, Keelan Lethbridge, 

Wiremu Hiri, Niamh O’Connell

Front Row: Sophie Rofe, Bolu Adesanya, Tayla Lane, Gabby Fantham, Sophia Tipiwai-Brett, Maddison Cooke, Elena Forlong

Absent: Kirsten Young, Andrew Thompson, Arthur Yi, Joseph McHugh, Nicolas Resnizky

13 LJ

13 PR



Back Row: Benjamin Gill, Josh McDermott, Ryan Glentworth, Alec Ross, Tesco Grunwald, Fergus Smith, Caleb Rennie

Middle Row: Mr C Smyth (Teacher), Joseph McBride, Tylor Weck, Quinn Hemingway, Henrike Hoelting, Francie Walford, 

Jodie Fermor, Lewis Ivory

Front Row: Abraham Payne, Jared Brownlie, Isobelle Newton, Devon Harnett, Kate Denzel, Theo Brider, Campbell Crawford

Absent: Riley Culver, Christopher Breuer, Martin Feinsilber, Josh Potaka

Congratulations on completing Year 13 at Whanganui 

High School. It has been my absolute pleasure to 

walk beside you as you have completed your 

Secondary Education. I wish you all the best as 

you embark on your next stage in LIFE. Take the 

values you have learnt along to way and apply 

them in what you now choose to do.  

13 SM

THANK YOU for the wonderful conversations we have shared... 

THANK YOU for the many laughs I have had...

THANK YOU for making the last two years the most enjoyable of my career...

THANK YOU for trusting me when you have needed support…

THANK YOU for making me say the word Diploma over and over again…

THANK YOU for the challenges you have provided me with…

THANK YOU for being such wonderful people that I have enjoyed leading 

through 2015-2016.

A word from the
MRS CAMPBELL

Year 13 Dean
Year 13 .What an awesome time it has been. I reflect 

on my time as Dean not by what I have said or given to 

you but what you have given to me... so my words to 

you are ...THANK YOU! 
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Tom Adkins
“That’s what” 

- She

Megan Anderson
“I’m still figuring out who I am, but I know 

I’m not who I was”

Kaylee Andrews

Sunny Barham Deven Baum
“Why do you always have your cards with 

you?”- Practically everybody

Bailee Baxter
You Can Call Me Queen B!

#PWGx

Bernie Be
“Without ugly in the world, there won’t be 

no beauty. So y’all better thank me for 
my sacrifice”

Euan Beard Louis Beautrais Ayzak Bennett Liam Bennett

Jeanne-Marie Bonnet
Success is not final, failure is not fatal, 

it is the courage to continue that counts. 
Winston Churchill.

Maddison-Brie Boosey Hollie Brasting
You don’t have to be on the field to be in 

the game

Theo Brider

Bolu Adesanya
Reigning Spotlight Champion 1999 - 

Present #Pwgx #btc



Liam Brown
Thanks for the souls, but I guess I should 

return them

John Buico Amelia Bullock
Live to row

Paris Butters Tyler Butters-Hughes Nyasha Chileshe Dana Christensen-Klenner

Devon Clark Tom Clark Ethan Clements
Only dead fish go with the FLOW

Zara Collinson
I’m not mad -

Maddison Cooke
Personally, I’m a fan of ignoring a prob-

lem till it eventually goes away. S.S

Ella Cox
I sincerely apologize to everyone whose 

pens I have stolen over the years

Campbell Crawford

Chelsea Buckeridge
School is easy. It’s like riding a bike. 

Except the bike is on fire and you’re on 
fire and everything is on fire.

Jacob Cogan
I hate it when you lose stuff at school, 

like my pencils and books and all hope of 
a bright future.



Connor Cresswell
On the hunt in Salt Lake City

Chrystal Darbyshire
I am a Sound Engineer. To save time, 

let’s just assume that I am never wrong!

Regan Davey
Zombies eat brains. You’re safe.

Max Davidson
Pick a spot

Jesse De Vincentis Emily Dempsey
- I’m just disappointed

Kate Denzel
Red hair, I’m there.

#Pwgx #bt

Jemma Devine

Abigail Dohare
It was great knowing you school, but now 

it’s time to meet the world.

Rylee Dudley
“Shes a pretty big job” - P.K 2016 #Pwgx

Mae Frances de San Miguel
Listen, smile, agree and do whatever it is 

you were going to do anyway.

Samuel Elgar Stephanie Elliot
Elliots 4 Life

Tim Elliot
Elliots 4 Life

Gabby Fantham
It’s not a phase, mom

Alannah Dunn
Make up looks pretty on the outside, 

but it doesn’t help if you’re ugly on the 
inside. Unless you eat the make up!!



Joseph Ferguson Jodie Fermor Elena Forlong Josiah Gammeter
“David is innocent”

Tegan Gaskin Benjamin Gill Nicole Gill
Thanks whs for learning me to right 

properly

Te Autiti Gilsenan-Hikaka-Jones

Ryan Glentworth
Thanks to school. I learned to right good

Cameron Goldfinch
“Goldie’s God Hour” - Mr Barnett

Luke Goldsbury Sara Gorringe

Devon Gower
smoking darts breaking hearts

Stacey Graham Tesco Grunwald
Hopes to keep the party going...

Jorja Hackett



Isiah Hamlin
Rise O Voices of Rhodesia

Devon Harnett
Yes, I’m tall. 

No, I do not play netball.

Bella He

Isabella Henderson
Can someone please think of a yearbook 

quote for me?

Libby Herdman
I go to seek a Great Perhaps

Jonas Hernandez
I get goosebumps and butterflies when I 

think of myself.

Olivia Hina

Adelaide Hodges
hmu for all your party planning needs 

#Pwgx

Louis Hogan
My jokes are like waves (ONE in every 

seven is worth waiting for)

Jake Hooper

Abby Hurley
“How lucky I am to have something that 

makes saying goodbye so hard”

Lewis Ivory Rebecca James Gao Jariyaprasertsin

Ben Hudson
I wish I was told how important NCEA 

was. I’m not asking for much, just 
once a week while we’re all assembled 

somewhere.

Rebecca Hatcher
Just because you’re trash doesn’t mean 
you can’t do great things. It’s called gar-
bage can, not garbage cannot. ~ It’s fine



Grace Jones Tayla Jurgens Ashrahiya Khan Kate  Malcolm

Kylie Kirby
Once a wildcat, always a wildcat!

Brianna Kirk
The show must go on.

Ataahua  Komene Apenisa Kuruwaca

Kyle Lai Michael Lai Tayla Lane James Lee

Tracy Lee Harry Lillington Tracy Lo
Hong Kong is not China.

David Lockett
“Keep it PG” -Alec Ross



Grace Loveridge Mills
I’m actually not funny. I’m just really 

mean and people think I’m joking

Nathan Luff
Get amongst it

Regan Lusis

Millie Manning
Train insane or remain the same. Be a 

MANning

Kaimook Manopiya-anan David Mariner Thomas Martin
I’m so real you can call me reality

Joseph McBride Kaitlin McLaren
And now for the weather...

Magnus McLaughlin Ciara McPake

Mitchell Millar Tallulah Mitchell-Anyon
Rising as I must at 6 AM to be poetically 

active by 6:30 -- an experience so frighten-
ing as to not be tackled twice. - Morrissey

Lana Moase Kato McDonald
But in the end we are all just very soft 

brains suspended in cerebrospinal fluid...

Stephanie Lockwood
Anyway, like I was sayin’, shrimp is the fruit of 

the sea. You can barbecue it, boil it, broil it, bake 
it, saute it. Dey’s uh, shrimp-kabobs, shrimp cre-
ole, shrimp gumbo....   ...That- that’s about it.



Ben Mottram Alexander Muggeridge

Abigail Nevil
“It’ll be fun” -they said “New Zealand is 

like Lord of the Rings” -they said

Niamh O’Connell
If Opportunity doesn’t knock, build a 

Door. - Milton Berle

Chelsea O’Connor Hannah O’Leary Hypatia Orchard
Throw kindness around like confetti.

Dominik Orlowski

Logan Paikea
I’ve failed my promise to Eric and Dylan

Bridget Park
Sarcasm: just one of my many talents

Abraham Payne Jackson Pene-Herewini
“Physics is fun” said only a 40 year old 

women who loves minions and looks 
like Mrs. Hogenson from the incredibles 

- G.G <3

Jadzia Morris
“Successful women still have their feet 

on the ground, they just have better 
shoes”

Hannah Neilson
Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; 
be courageous; be strong - 1 Corinthians 

16:13

Brylee Noble
If no one comes from the future to stop 

me from doing it, then how bad of a 
decision can it really be?

Maddi Murphy
“No Maddi your quote can’t be ‘Fries 

before guys’.” 
-Kato McDonald



Gabrielle Penn
Don’t follow your dreams, follow my 

Instagram - @gabriellepenn_

Methmi Perera
Whatever you are, be a good one- Abra-

ham Lincoln

Ethan Perry

Jorge Pettit
You CAN even

Jack Pilet Memo Pinon

Tessa Plumridge 
We don’t need excuses. We have these 

amazing things called reasons

Poipoia Te Taonga Poa
Don’t drink the kool-aid.

Joseph Redpath
“Go hard, or go home” - Ghandi

Caleb Rennie

Kasey Reyland Jordon Richardson Sophie Rofe Alec Ross
Jumper cables are the bane of my 

existence

Joseph Perez
Wow! Five years of schooling sure flies by. And 

most of you all thought I was straight the 
whole time. Peace out Hogwarts

Connor Piercy
“If somebody ever asks you to do some-
thing do it really bad so you never have 

to do it again.”



Julia Ruan Tessa Russell 
“Two words, deal with it.” - Mr G

Kyle Ryland
Gail’s my physics teacher but I wish we 

had chemistry

Elena Safaei Torogh
“Be the change you wish to see in the 

world” :)

Grace Selby
What’s wrong with being confident?

Kaumoana Shelford Helen Shen Liam Simon

Sapere Simon Liam Simpson Dayna Smith Emily Smith
It’s better to be late, than to arrive ugly. 

#Pwgx

Fergus Smith Lochie Steedman
If I’m not eating chops, I’m off them

Teine Stokoe Kahurangi Sturmey



Chantelle Symes
Take a deep breath, and pretend you 

know what you’re doing.

Kayana Tahana-Hopkins
The happier I get, the less I see

Ruhia Tamati James Thompson
“I’m out, so peace out

Guy Thomson

Te Paerata Tichbon
“I’m like ketchup. I go good on 

everything.” - Kelso

Abby Tunbridge Kati Turner
Smokin darts, breakin hearts.

Faith Unga Jaden Vincent Francie Walford Alan Wang

Te Raurangi Tamakehu-Ke re me ne ta Anastasia Tamaniyaga
“I told you nisi and Isaac I used to be 

skinny ... dab on em” - me in the future...
lo

Leah Trow
Well I have no idea how to do taxes... 
but not to fear I know how to detect an 

alluvial fan.

Andrew Thompson
This was nothing like High School 
Musical at all. Peace out Hogwarts

- Joseph Perez



Jessica Watkin Jonathan van den Brink Michaela Watson
The first 18 years of your life is like a 
free trial and after that it’s pay to play.

Tylor Weck

Ana Williams Tupu Williams Trey Willis-Croft Oscar Wong

Zyanne Wood Jessica Xie
Success starts with the second letter!

Ena Yoshida
‘’The limits of my language mean the 

limits of my world’’

Georgia Young
If you fail to prepare, then prepare to fail

Kirsten Young Tiffany Zhang

class of
2016

ALL THE BEST FOR THE FUTURE
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MAKE YOUR MARK



167/SCHOOL RECORD 2016



168/SCHOOL RECORD 2016

THANK YOU To all the staff and students who 
contributed to the School Magazine. 

Special thanks to:

-The Academic Prefects/Magazine commitee
Alec Ross, Dayna Smith, Gabrielle Penn, Harry Lillington, 
Isabella Henderson,Jadzia Morris, Josiah Gammeter, 
Methmi Perera, Nyasha Chileshe, Regan Davey, Stephanie 
Elliot, Stephanie Lockwood, Zara Collinson

-Niamh O’Connell for the amazing cover design.

-Ms Wilkie for editing 

MRS K COOMBS
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