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June 2016 FROM THE QUARTERDECK
A Report from Club President
Peter Strathdee

Well what can I say, as I sit down to 
write this article for the newsletter 

there is definitely a chill in the air. Winter 
is just around the corner, however can we 
complain, I think not! What a great Indian 
summer we have enjoyed. Winter is on 
the way and perhaps it is time to do that 
overdue boat maintenance.

Last Thursday night, was the first of the informative DYC Rule 
Review Evenings. 

These evenings are to give members the opportunity to come 
along, discuss the proposed new rules, hear why the changes are 
important and urgently needed etc. A small committee, who 
have been working tirelessly on the new rules for a considerable 
time, ably lead by Vice Commodore, Natasha Strong, have put 
in a lot of effort to come up with the draft. They now welcome 
review and input from members. 

At last Thursday’s meeting, several members took the 
opportunity and tabled some very good suggestions and 
comments. These have been taken on board. The second 
workshop will be held on the 9th June. I encourage you to 
attend. It is with a view to approving the final agreed proposed 
rules, at a special general meeting, to be held on 18 August 
2016.

I, unfortunately, was not able to take part in many of the 
Club’s races in Azure, this summer, due to other commitments. 
However, we did get away at Christmas and have taken part in 
some of the Wednesday Night races out of Gulf Harbour and 
are now doing some winter racing.
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The last major regatta we did on the 20th of March was the Jack Tar Auckland Regatta. I 
must say that it was very disappointing, we only had four 1020 entries for the regatta. This 
meant, without six entries, we were unable to race as the Farr 1020 Nationals, meaning we 
were relegated to race within the C Division, a mix of eleven similar sized boats. This regatta 
was to decide the 1020’s race for the 1020 championship within this division. 

 The weather forecast early in the week, did not look good, with 25-35knot winds predicted 
from the east and rain. As it turned out, we had very little rain, and winds about 25-27 knots, 
and at times a chopping sea.

The race area was east of Bean Rock up towards Motukorea Channel. There were four 
divisions starting on this the inner course. The first being the 8.5 multihulls, followed by the 
MRX’s, sailing the Pacific Keelboat Champs, our division, and then the sport boats. This 
made for some exciting sailing when beating to windward and having to dodge the Multi’s 
and sports boat planning, downwind at breakneck speeds. 

There was no clear, go fast machine, amongst the 1020,s, with some very competitive sailing 
and some very close finishes. 

Thanks to my being able to re-enlist the services of my experienced crew, including Rhys 
Cole, Azure came out the winner with three wins and the Championship for 2016 and a lot 
of the silver.

Last Saturday 21st May, I took part in the Electron Worlds, run by the Orakei Yacht Club, 
which were held at the Orakei Basin. In some very challenging conditions, I finished sixth! It 
must have been the very generous handicap. Great fun and a good day.

Good Boating 

Peter Strathdee

Photo: Goina Thedinga
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DIRECTORY UPDATE

A warm welcome to our newest members.

DYC NEW MEMBERSHIP
Member Boat Name Design Sail# Call sign

Family Membership

John and Ann Mann Let’sDance  Hylas 46
Associate Membership

John & Julie Irving

Return to Contents Index
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Devonport Yacht Club
Notice Board

CLUB RULES

This is a link to the Club draft rules via this newsletter. 
All members are invited to consider these proposed new rules and then to come along to 

the second rules workshop to be held on the 9 June, 7.30pm at the Club.   These new draft 
rules will be discussed with a view to approving the final agreed proposed rules at a special 
general meeting on 18 August 2016. 

Return to Contents Index

MARINA BERTH FOR SALE
 
Berth F28 at Bayswater, Finger on RHS
Length 15m, Width 5.3m, Depth 2.4m
Centre pole, Corner roller, Dinghy stand, Power/water
Lease expires 5th June 2031
Price $42,500 
Opex $6072/pa, includes $571.44 Refurbishment Fund and gst

If interested, Notify
 
Mike Pigneguy, 
25 Walbrook Road,
Manly,
Auckland 0930 
Ph: 00 64 9 428 59 42 Mob: 027 33 88 248  
E: gannet61@yahoo.co.nz  www.feedmeright.co.nz     

http://c1940652.r52.cf0.rackcdn.com/57253648b8d39a03600008eb/DYC-Draft-2016-Rules-v1.pdf
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DYC WINE TASTING 
EVENING

 

REGIONAL ROUNDUP
Presented by the Master himself - Mr Bob Campbell MW

Saturday 6th August 2016 1930 hrs
$20 per person – Tickets purchased from the bar

 

Taste 8 different wines from 8 different regions in New Zealand

Hope to see you all there!
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Devonport Yacht Club Inc.,

The Annual General Meeting of 

The Devonport Yacht Club Inc 

will be held at the Clubhouse, 

25 King Edward Parade Devonport 

at 7.30pm on Tuesday the 19th day of July 
2016.

Nominations for the position of President, Commodore, Vice Commodore 

and Rear Commodore must be submitted on the designated nomination 

form.  This form is available on request from the Secretary (email: secretary@dyc.

org.nz).   

Completed nomination forms for these positions must be received by the 

Secretary at least 14 days before the date of the Annual General Meeting.

Nominations for other positions may be submitted to the Secretary prior to the 

AGM or alternatively nominated from the floor at the AGM. 

Any motion a member wishes to bring to the AGM must be made in writing to 

the Secretary no later than six days before the date of the AGM.

An AGM agenda is published separately in this newsletter.  

The agenda, together with a copy of the 2015 AGM minutes will also be available 

at the AGM.

Apologies to the Secretary:

Peter Skogstad 

secretary@dyc.org.nz or 445 3888
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AGENDA OF THE 
93rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Devonport Yacht Club Inc.,

TUESDAY 19th DAY OF JULY 2016 AT 7.30 P.M.
AT THE DEVONPORT YACHT CLUB, 

25 KING EDWARD PARADE DEVONPORT

1. Introduction

2. Apologies

3. Obituaries 

4. Acceptance of the 2015 Annual General Meeting Minutes

5. Matters Arising from the Minutes

6. Commodores Report

7. Treasurers Report

8. Matters Arising from the Treasurers Report

9. Adoption of the 2015/2016 Accounts

10. Setting of Subscriptions for 2016/2017 year

11.  Appointment of Scrutineers

12. Election of the President

13. Election of Vice Presidents 
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AGENDA OF THE 
93rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Continued

Devonport Yacht Club Inc.,

14. Election of Flag Officers

 Commodore
 Vice Commodore
 Rear Commodore

15. Election of the General Committee

 Clubhouse Captain
 Haulage Master
 Sailing Master
 Publicity Officer
 Works Manager
 Bar Manager
 General Committee – Three Members to be elected

16. Election of Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer

17. Election of Patron and Vice Patron

18. Appointment of Auditor and Honorary Solicitor

19. Election of Safety Officer

20.  General Business

21. Closure

Apologies to the Secretary:
Peter Skogstad, secretary@dyc.org.nz of 445 3888
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Sail-World.com News 
2016 ISLAND CRUISING ASSOCIATION
Island Cruising Assoc - Man Overboard - be prepared

You’d think the most likely time someone would fall overboard at sea was in bad weather 
with rough seas and a pitching, heaving vessel, you’d be wrong! 

There’s no question that men are more likely to go over the side than women. Now this is not 
as you may have first thought a sexist comment but rather the nature of the male beast. There 
are more MOB’s recovered with their fly undone than any other cause. Unfortunately this 
action also accounts for many going over the side without a harness or anyone else on deck at 
the time. We’ll call that the Darwin effect. 

For the rest of the unfortunate MOB’s, much is down to your watch rules and the person 
most likely to be on deck doing the work. On our boat that’s me, the bloke, I’m definitely 
stronger than Lyn and therefore better suited to the manual type of work required in most 
instances at the mast or on the fore deck. But again going forward to do fore deck or mast 
work is less likely to cause an accidental MOB than say something as benign as standing at 
the bow going through a reef pass or well out to sea going forward to watch Dolphins frolic 
in your bow wave. At least if you go over in that instance you’d have company, less likely is 
you’ve gone forward wearing your safety gear. 

And herein lies the problem, your chances of survival will drop dramatically without the 
right gear. Not being tethered you will definitely NOT stay with the boat, whether that’s a 
good thing or bad we’ll discuss later. If you’re not wearing a life vest or harness, two things; 
you’ll get tired quickly and you’ll be much harder to see. So what does that mean; getting 
tired quickly will mean you have less energy at the time you will most need it, at recovery, 
when you’ll need to help your partner by assisting with the climb out of the water. Visually 
a deployed life vest is very much easier to see from a distance than a bobbing head. Try it, 
pitch a coconut over the side, don’t look at it for ten seconds and then try and find it. On the 
converse, throw over something a bit bigger that’s bright orange to see the difference. 
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Put some watch rules in place, if you’re going forward at all, have someone in the cockpit at 
all times. It’s up to the skipper to decide when it’s mandatory to wear harnesses, tethers and 
all the gear. Unfortunately, for him he’s the most likely to go overboard in the first place. On 
Windflower, Lyn is always in the cockpit when I go on deck and it’s mandatory to wear all 
the gear, every time, when we’re at sea. 

So someone’s gone overboard, the choices they have made first up will determine their 
survival, as will the choices you make from here. Is the MOB tethered, has he/she a tether 
cutter, do they have an AIS MOB devise, self activating on deployment of their vest? From 
your perspective, if you’re left alone aboard (short handed, two up crew make up 80 to 90% 
of cruising boat crews); can you slow the boat down quickly enough if your MOB is still 
attached to the boat. (A recent survey by PBO magazine indicated that you have less than two 
minutes to get the boat stationary if a tethered MOB that was in the water had any chance of 
survival. Hence, the use of a tether cutter (a number of safety manufactures make a specific 
tool for this). If so, can you then dump the sails and do you have some way of getting your 
victim back aboard. 

If your MOB has cut his tether or wasn’t tethered in the first place, then you’re now in a 
different scenario. 

Case 1 - your MOB has no safety gear; this is your worst-case scenario. Forget the sails, forget 
slowing the boat down, you’re first priority is to get the boat back to the victim in the shortest 
possible time, while you can still see him or her. There are many strategies for completing this 
maneuver much depends on the point of sail you’re on and the sea conditions. While many of 
these exercises vary, practice makes perfect. It’s been my experience that to expedite recovery, 
it’s best to lay the vessel to windward and allow it to drift down on the MOB. Several reasons, 
the MOB is now in the lee, the position of the boat can be controlled with a bit of throttle in 
either forward or reverse and the boat will likely be heeling toward the MOB making recovery 
easier. 

That’s of course presuming you were able to keep an eye on your MOB as you did all this and 
arrived back at his or her position on the first attempt. If not then a whole new set of choices 
comes into play and you may at this point need to regroup, re-plan, and involve others. 

Case 2- If on the other hand your MOB has all the safety gear and your AIS is screaming at 
you, it may be prudent to do a bit of prep work first. Dumping the sails will make placing 
the boat in a position to begin recovery and the recovery of your MOB much easier. You may 
wish to do your emergency return maneuver first, to place you close to the MOB. But be 
wary of colliding with the person at any speed. You will also find the information given by the 
AIS easier to assimilate if the vessel is moving in one direction giving steady GPS course and 
speed. If so, your AIS will give you clear direction and distance information to your closest 
point of approach. 

If you’ve chosen to travel in a group, whether this is an organised event or rally or in loose 
consort with a couple of friends in their own boats, you now have a significant advantage. 
Vessels equipped with AIS that are close to you and have picked up the MOB distress signal; 
know you have a problem, will likely be close enough to assist quickly, and more important 
have more crew available to help recover the MOB. Put some scenarios in place before you 
head to sea. If you’re in a group, for example; the last thing the remaining crew aboard the 
vessel the MOB is from needs to do is get bogged down with calls on the VHF. A quick call 
to the boat to say you’re on the way and don’t bother to respond unless you need too, will 
raise their moral and you can then start coordinating with any other vessels also in a position 
to help. With AIS you should be able to see the event unfolding in real time. 
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Your sails are down, you’re in position and your MOB is alongside, now what? Again you’ve 
got choices and these are going to be influenced by the health of the MOB. First up though, 
BE CAREFUL, regardless if it’s a loved one you’re desperate to get back aboard, stop and 
think. The last thing you want is two of you in the water. By practicing in advance you 
should already have a clear idea of what works on your boat and be able to put this in place 
quickly. 

A few things to avoid in the recovery of an MOB; never go overboard yourself to assist the 
MOB, essentially you’ll then have two MOB’s in the water instead of one. Even in a situation 
where you have more than one additional crewmember to assist I would resist the urge to put 
a swimmer in the water. If you still need to get to someone and you can’t get the boat close 
and you’ve got spare crew; deploy your life raft, tether that to the boat and let that drift down 
on the MOB. 

Some books and articles recommend bringing the MOB to the back of the boat for recovery, 
I disagree for two reasons. I believe this to be the most dangerous place on the boat, 
particularly when you’re in a seaway and laying a hull. If the person gets sucked under the 
stern and the next wave drops the boat on them, it’s lights out. You’ll also find it hard to rig a 
lifting strop at the stern, as a halyard will want to pull forwards, again exacerbating the under 
the stern problem. This is particularly problematic on many modern cats where the topsides 
are high and recovery alongside is difficult. 

Bringing an MOB over the side allows easier hoisting set up and better protection for the 
MOB. Think about these points before heading to sea. 
• How are you going to attach your hoist to the MOB’s harness? 
• Will you need to deploy a secondary MOB devise to assist recovery? 
• Do you have a section of the lifelines that can be dropped to aid recovery? 
• Is your hoist line able to be handled by the weakest person aboard? 
• Is your MOB able to assist in the recovery? 

If your MOB is able to assist, then either a life sling or even the harness he’s wearing will do. 
Make sure he’s wearing a crutch strap as you pass him the clip though and be prepared for the 
worst wedgie ever. 

Possibly a better alternative would be a recovery module your MOB can climb into. Many 
come with a tall inflated structure that has the lifting straps well above water level making 
attaching your hoist clip more accessible, these devises also keep the person, mainly, out of 
the water, making hypothermia less of a problem. 

In the case of an MOB that’s not able to assist, there are other devises that can be used. My 
pick of these would be the Marcusnet devise that also doubles as a scramble net or the Sea 
Scoopa. But from experience, there are few cruisers that go that far. Worst case your storm jib 
can be rigged to do the same job. 

Think of an MOB recovery as being like a military engagement. You’ll hear Generals say, 
plan, plan, and plan again, but they know after the first contact all plans go to hell. Obey my 
first rule of MOB, DON’T GO OVER THE SIDE. 
 

10 steps to a quick stop - Island Cruising Assoc - Man Overboard -  
Island Cruising Association New Zealand   

by John and Lyn Martin, Island Cruising Association 
Return to Contents Index
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STORIES FROM THE PAST 

Over the coming months, I will include some old naval 
sayings, which will intrigue all and offer an explanation 

as to their origin. (Reproduced with kind permission of the 
RNZN Museum)

Spin a yarn:
Tell a tale
A yarn was a single strand or thread used to make, splice or repair ropes and lines. When 
working with yarn, sailors were able to sit together and tell stories. 

Square meal:
Generous, nutritious meal
A sailor’s diet was for the most part sparse, except for the main, evening meal which was 
served on a square tray. Hence, a square meal described a sailor’s most substantial meal. (see 
also on the fiddle) 

Sweet Fanny Adams / Sweet FA:
Nothing at all
Fanny Adams, aged about nine, was murdered in Alton, Hampshire in 1867. Her murderer, 
Frederick Baker, cut her up and left the pieces of her body in Deptford Victualling Yard. 
Tinned mutton was added to the diet of sailors at about this time, and became known as 
‘Fanny Adams’, whilst ‘fanny’ became slang for a cooking pot. 

Swing the lead:
Shirk whilst giving the impression of working hard
Sailors would plumb the depths, measure the depth of water using a lead weight attached to 
a marked rope. A sailor bored with this task or lazy would sound off false readings, or if he 
wanted to waste a bit of time he may have pretended to take depth readings, when it was not 
necessary.

CR Leech ED*
Past Commodore

BEAN ROCK

The rock the lighthouse stands on is known in Maori as Te Toka-o-Kapetaua (Kapetaua’s Rock) in 
memory of the Ngati Poa ancestor, Kapetaua, who was marooned there by his brother-in-law.  The 

name Bean Rock honours a Navy Captain, P.C.D. Bean, who helped to chart the harbour in 1840.
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Can you identify the main features and location of these photos? All answers to the author. 
However the answers will be in the next newsletter. If there are any corrections to my answers 
please let me know. If you have any photographs that you think would be of interest to fellow 
members, then please eMail to me, with details.

I have gone back into the archives and found four wonderful old photographs, of which I 
know little about. So if anyone can identify the place and the people, please let me know.

Last Months Photos:
Photo 1: The DYC Beach BBQ – Ponui Island 2004 – Te Kawau Bay.
Photo 2: The DYC Beach BBQ – Ponui Island 2004 – Te Kawau Bay.
Photo 3: The DYC Beach BBQ – Mahurangi 2005 – Lagoon Bay.
Photo 4: The DYC Beach BBQ – Mahurangi 2005 – Lagoon Bay.

Chris Leech ED*

This article is in the series in which I intend to highlight some of the 
early historical photographs from the Archives of the Devonport 

Yacht Club.  All photographs published in these articles remain the 
property of the original owners; they are included on the condition that they are not 
reproduced in any other form without prior permission of the owner, or their representative.

PICTURES FROM THE PAST

Return to Contents Index
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Book Review
TO THE ISLANDS 
By Kerry Howe, Softcover. 152mm x 230mm, 232 
pages, Line Drawings. Published 2016.

Insightful, quirky, poignant, cheeky, thoughtful, amusing, 
lyrical and highly informed...This book, a series of essays, is an 

intriguing account of nature, culture, history and politics in the 
Hauraki Gulf Islands from the time of first human settlement until 
today. 

Acute observations of all the Islands and rocks of the Gulf, 
interspersed with personal reminiscences, the book is laced with 
personal anecdotes, sailing and cruising experiences and myriad 
maritime matters. 

Running throughout the many and fascinating chapters are key 
themes of Maori and Pakeha use of the Islands, their historical 
interaction, and more recent attempts at cultural restitution, 
environmental restoration and wildlife preservation. 

For lovers of the sea, of boats, of islands and of history, this is a book which will appeal to a 
cross section of New Zealanders everywhere. 

Author Kerry Howe has spent his career writing internationally acclaimed books about 
Pacific/Polynesian/New Zealand History. Now an Emeritus Professor, meandering in a 50 
year old wooden yacht (Townson 30), he reflects in this book on his lifelong engagement 
with the Hauraki Gulf islands. 

NZ$35.00 

Kind regards,

Marianne Bosman

Boat Books Ltd
22 Westhaven Drive
Westhaven 
Auckland 1010
New Zealand
Ph: 09 358 5691
crew@boatbooks.co.nz
www.boatbooks.co.nz


