Lent, Sacrament of Reconciliation, Year of Mercy
Our Diocese, together with every Diocese in the world, has embraced Pope Francis’ call for a Year of Mercy. It is heartening to see so many pilgrims coming from schools, ethnic communities and families entering through the Holy Doors of our Cathedral. Cathedral parishioners themselves have the privilege of passing through these doors frequently and I have encouraged them to recall the date of their baptism as they pass through the doors, and to give thanks to God for the gift of faith and for those who over the years have encouraged us in our faith.
The scripture phrase Pope Francis chose for this year is: Be merciful as the Father is merciful (Luke 6:36). It points to the parable of the prodigal son and is an invitation to us all to ponder the infinite nature of the Father’s mercy as illustrated in that story. Then, furthermore, this Jubilee Year calls us to be that mercy for our world. That’s a big ask. In fact, without God’s grace working within us, it is an impossible task.
To use our Christian terminology, if we are to be radical agents of mercy we need first to experience a profound individual and communal conversion which then, like ripples, will be noticed and experienced by others.
The place where we can most profoundly experience the very mercy we are being called to share with others is the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This sacrament stands at the heart of this Jubilee Year, and also has a special place within the season of Lent. I know many of us sometimes hesitate at participating in this sacrament but I also know as a priest that nobody ever regrets having made the effort to come to this sacrament and thereby experience its gifts of mercy, healing and peace. 
I have asked the priests to give special consideration to the availability of this sacrament this Lent. They, with our pastoral co-ordinators and workers, are making decisions on a local level as to how best bring this sacrament to you. As Shepherd of the Diocese I simply wish to encourage you to partake of these opportunities so that you may personally experience the sacrament’s comforting and transforming effect, and also to strengthen our efforts as a community to be agents of the mercy which goes beyond the logic even of human justice, and so impacts in nothing less than a divine way on our communities and the world.
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