
Ohio Crime Victim Rights
Victims of all felony and violent misdemeanor crimes, and those crimes if committed by a juvenile, have

legal rights specified in Ohio Revised Code Section 2930. In brief, some of your rights are:

You have a right to be informed 

~by Law Enforcement about your rights, available services, victims’ compensation, &
the name, arrest, & release of the defendant(s)

~by Prosecutors about  pretrial diversion, plea negotiation, change in charges, & of all
court proceedings, hearing changes, appeals, and parole & release hearings

You have a right to be present

~at hearings and proceedings without undue delay, even if subpoenaed, unless the
judge determines it will cause an unfair trial

~and to have someone represent you if you do not want to attend

~and to have someone with you for support, with a separate waiting area

You have a right to be heard

 ~through a Victim Impact Statement to prosecutor, judge, probation, & parole
~without penalty by your employer
~with consideration for confidentiality when you are fearful

You have a right to restitution

~to be paid by the criminal for your financial loss when ordered by the Court
~from the state of Ohio Victim Compensation program for certain injury-related

expenses & counseling, even if the criminal is never identified or arrested
~to have your restitution order enforced as a civil judgement

O h io  Crim e Victim  Righ ts  C o n stitu tio n al Am en d m en t

Artic le 1, Sect io n  10(a)

Vic tim s o f c rim in al o ffen ses sh all be ac co r d ed  fairn ess, d ig n ity, an d  r espec t in  t h e c rim in al ju stic e

pro cess, an d  as th e Gen eral Assem bly sh all d efin e an d  pro vid e by law , sh all be acco rded  righ ts to

reaso n able an d  appro priate n o tic e, in fo rm atio n , ac c ess, an d  pro tec tio n  an d  to  a m ean in g fu l ro le in  th e

c rim in al ju stic e pro cess. Th is sec tio n  d o es n o t c o n fer u po n  an y perso n  a rig h t to  appeal o r m o d ify an y

d ec isio n  in  a c rim in al pro ceed in g , d o es n o t abrid g e an y o th er rig h t g u aran teed  by th e C o n stitu tio n  o f

th e U n ited  States o r th is c o n stitu tio n , an d  d o es n o t c reate an y c au se o f ac tio n  fo r c o m pen satio n  o r

d am ag es ag ain st th e state, an y po litic al su bd ivisio n  o f th e state, an y o ffic er, em plo yee, o r ag en t o f th e

state o f an y po litical su bd ivisio n , o r an y o fficer o f th e co u rt.

Information provided by the Ohio Victim Witness Association through a grant from the Office for Victims of Crime, Washington, D.C. 2004.
  This summary of victims’ rights should not  be considered legal advice.  Please consult an attorney for legal advice.  For further information, visit

www.ovwa.org.
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