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SWITZERLAND

GSTAAD

From .~;|U|n' o soirée,
this chie Swiss enclave is delightfully indulgent

By SASHA SLATER

couple of the wide pistes on the outskirts of Gstaad
were a creamy white, the colour of Karl Lagerfeld's

Birman cat, Choupette, This was, apparently, the result

of a snowfall that, by some meteorological freak, had
got mixed with Saharan sand. The subtle colonr change could
equally well have been at the whim of some Eastern potentate
though, for Gstaad has been the playground of princes for over 100
years and is used to indulging its visitors’ whims. Either
way, the effect was both glamorous and exotic. In fact,
ad is glamorons and exotic and
» 1961,

town

the whole town of G

desipgned with one thing in mind: ple:

Frome magazine dubbed the linde

thanks to the starry residents and vi

included, among many, many  others,
Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton, Grace Kelly,

and David Niven.

Valentino Garava
They all came [or the comforts and splendours of the

restaurants and hotels, rather than the skiing, The hotels

here are justly famous and all have their own character.

aad Palace hotel and the Grand Hotel Park vie
~colade of most historic {the Grand is the oldest,
e the grandest), the Al
d Bellevue is the cosiest as well as the most

Gstaad is the

glivaiest and Le €
centrul. It was here that we chose to stay while dropping in on the

others for suppers and drinks that were all spoiling and delicious.

sy sk P

M instructortold me almost with awe, the king

Comfort is everywhere in Gstaad. This was something we'd
discovered even on the journey here, We were heartily advised
to drive from London and, to our astonishment, found it a
plorious way to escape to the mountains. Admittedly, we'd taken
avery swishy Range Rover Autobiography, inwhich the children
and I could watch films while my husband
drove - it might not have been the same in
our VW Touran, The Range Rover was
initselementinthe Swiss mountain scenery.

Just like the car, some lifts have heated
seats, and even the slopes are exceptionally
penerous and manicured, while there's
plentiful off-piste action for the more
adventurons. Together with our guide,
Christian Bircher, whose family owns some
of the land around Gstaad and is, so another

of the mountains, we set off at a civilised
9.30um one sunny morning. The sky was
deep, denim blue and the snow gleamed
crisply. [t was perfect weather and | expected excited crowds to
be swooping down the slopes, but we were the only figures inan
otherwise pristine alpine landseape. ‘Mo one here starts until
1. 30am at the earlie
ourselves for a little while.

Gradually the night owls populited the mountain, but in the

shrugged Bircher, "We have the slopes to

most debonair way, with long breaks for lunch and astrict cut-off
of 4pm, leaving plenty of time [or spa treatments before dressing

for cocktails and dinner.
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The whole town
is glamorous
and exotic and
designed with one
thing in mind:
pleasure
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Le Grand Bellevoe
by aughit. Smermy ey,
oA swite at Le
Grand Belleae

If Bircher was our daytime guide round
the mountains, Daniel Koetser, the owner
and managing director of Le Grand Belle-
vue, was our social puru for the evenings. He

explained the intricacies of a town he has
lived in for many years. Le Bellevue, a
vanilli-yellow turreted gem that wouldn't
look out of place on the Cote d'Azur, has giant chesterfield sofas,
sumptuous teas and an enormous pinstriped wooden camel for
children to clamber on in the lobby. Small guests are whisked off’
by Lowell Camps, which combines a ski school and kids' elub. Asa
result, we could explore the absolutely enormous spa with its maze

of exquisite treatment-rooms, saunas and steam baths and one of the
most entertaining hydrotherapy pools I've swum in for a long time.
We stuyed in the Tower Suite, which was u symphony of creams and
beiges with a bay window overlooking the glacier. Here we relaxed
after our days on the slopes before sallying forth for fondue in
Le Grand Bellevue's minute Swiss log-cabin restaurant, Le Petit
Chalet, which has a glasswalled fireplace so you can see white snow-
fakes falling behind the warmth of the glowing fames.

While we re

xeed, replete, by the hearth, one worry
prevented me from falling into a state of somnolent
lent G, a hard

1 G oor even a K, as some supgest?

bliss... s Gstaad pronounced with a

o 7 No one we asked seemed to agree, |
- think we'll just stick to ‘the Place’
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