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What’s Next

Visitors snap photos of Tiffany’s Windows on New York’s Fifth Avenue every 

day, but how many look Up at the dignified 1940 building, left, that rises above? 

The office towers, banks, luxury apartment houses, and country estates built 

by architect brothers John Walter and Eliot Cross hide in plain sight, fre-

quently upstaged by showier modernist neighbors. New York Transformed 

(The Monacelli Press), by architect Peter Pennoyer and scholar Anne Walker, 

draws the spotlight back to the work of these forgotten masters, from 

Mayfields, above left, an idyllic 1921 New Jersey mansion that became the home 

of future designer Sister Parish (who termed the house “perfection”), to the 

“great symmetrical palazzo” of One Sutton Place South in Manhattan (1926), 

above right. Proof that these traditionalists had a wild side can be found in 

the fantastical gothic effigies atop their 1931 General Electric skyscraper.

Steakhouses are a mainstay of midtown Manhat-
tan, but the city’s latest meat lover’s paradise, 
M. Wells Steakhouse, is located far from the mad-
ding crowd, in a former auto-body garage in Long 
Island City, Queens. Husband-and-wife owners 
Hugue Dufour and Sarah Obraitis—who also oper-
ate M. Wells Dinette at MoMA’s PS1—have trans-
formed the space with black-and-gold wallpaper on 
the ceiling, vintage chandeliers, and a concrete fish 
tank filled with fresh trout (magasinwells.com).

Wes Anderson’s Grand Budapest 
Hotel isn’t the only luxury accom-
modation worthy of attention this 

season. Built in 1912, Le Grand Bellevue is one of the oldest 
and most stately hotels in the fabled Swiss ski-resort town 
of Gstaad. A yearlong renovation by new owners Daniel and 
Davia Koester has given the grande dame a fresh, friendly 
look. The hotel’s 57 rooms (including A-frame suites that 
overlook the slopes) and cozy public spaces mix classic fur-
nishings, Davia’s custom alpine-inspired creations, and 
appealingly colorful wallcoverings and upholstery 
(bellevue-gstaad.com).
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